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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Buckinghamshire  County  Council. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  lierewitli  the  County  Medical  Officer’s 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  1913.  There  is  little  beyond  the 
usual  routine  matters  to  record. 

In  addition  to  deciding  upon  the  principles  which  should 
guide  our  efforts  in  the  campaign  against  tuberculosis  the 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  have  dealt  with  the 
following  matters  during  the  year : — 

(1)  isolation  hospital  accommodation 

(2)  the  working  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning  Act, 

&c.,  1909 

(3)  milk  analyses  and  action  taken  under  the  Food 

and  Drugs  Acts. 

On  January  1st,  Mr.  H.  Broughton,  who  has  been  largely 
responsible  for  the  preparation  of  the  statistical  tables  which 
appear  in  this  report,  was  elected  Clerk  to  the  Insurance 
Committee,  and  at  the  same  time  it  was  arranged  that  he 
should  devote  part  of  his  time  to  the  Public  Health  Service. 
The  arrangement  has  worked  very  satisfactorily. 

On  January  15th,  Dr.  L.  T.  Burra  began  his  duties  as 
Tuberculosis  Officer.  On  February  15th,  Nurse  F.  Rose,  who 
was  already  on  the  Education  Committee’s  nursing  staff  was 
appointed  by  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  to 
devote  half  her  time  to  tuberculosis  work.  Similarly  Nurse 
Aldana  was  appointed  on  April  1st.  During  the  current  year 
a third  Nurse  has  been  appointed.  An  account  of  the  work 
undertaken  in  the  campaign  against  consumption  will  be 
found  on  pages  7 — 24. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  I have  to  record  the  death  of 
Dr.  J.  G.  Durran,  medical  officer  of  health  for  the  Linslade 
Urban  District.  He  had  given  many  years  loyal  and  con- 
scientious service  to  public  health  work  in  the  County.  His 
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place  lias  been  filled  by  Dr.  C.  N".  L.  Cooper,  of  Linslade.  The 
changes  in  the  stafi:  of  sanitary  inspectors  are  referred  to  on 
page  81. 


Apart  from  tuberculosis,  other  matters  to  which  special 
reference  may  be  made  in  this  report  are  as  follows  : — 


(1)  low  death  rate  (page  9) 

(2)  low  incidence  of  infectious  disease  (pages  25 — 35) 

(3)  small-pox  isolation  hospital  for  North  Bucks 
(pages  36 — 38) 

(4)  the  housing  problem  (pages  44 — 67) 


The  late  appearance  of  this  report  is  due  to  the  late  dates 
on  which  the  reports  from  District  Medical  Officers  were 
received — one  as  late  as  July  22nd.  The  printing  of  the  report 
has  also  occupied  two  months,  the  manuscript  being  ready 
early  in  August. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  all  the  district  medical 
officers  of  health  for  their  kind  co-operation  during  the  past 
year.  I have  also  to  express  my  obligations  to  Dr.  Leonard 
H.  West,  chairman  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Com- 
mittee, and  to  many  members  and  officers  of  the  County 
Council  for  their  sympathetic  help  in  matters  appertaining 
to  the  duties  of  my  office. 


I am,  my  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


County  Health  Oeeice, 
Aylesbury. 

August,  1914. 


A.  H.  HOGAHTH. 


i 
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Population  and  Acreage. 


POPULATION. 

Acreage. 

Census,  1891. 

Census,  1901. 

Census,  1911. 

Urban  Districts  ... 

26,661 

58,612 

69,157 

79,955 

Rural  Districts  ... 

452,697 

128,068 

127,889 

139,596 

Administrative 
County 

497,358 

186,680 

197,046 

219,551 

England  <k  Wales.,. 

37,326,795 

29,002,525 

32,527,843 

36,075,269 

The  details  for  individual  urban  and  rural  districts  may  be 
seen  in  the  table  at  the  end  of  the  report.  The  estimated 
population  on  which  the  vital  statistics  for  the  County  are 
calculated  this  year  is  225,765,  being  82,734  for  urban 
districts,  and  142,671  for  rural  districts  and  representing  an 
increase  of  6,214  upon  the  census  figures. 

In  all  parts  of  the  country  fears  have  been  expressed  as  to 
the  recently  accelerated  diminution  in  the  natural  increase 
of  population,  that  is  the  annual  excess  of  births  over  deaths. 
During  1912  in  the  Long  Crendon  Rural  District  there  were 
81  deaths  and  69  births.  So  that  we  were,  for  the  first  time, 
in  a position  actually  to  speak  of  the  natural  decrease  of 
population — that  is  an  annual  excess  of  deaths  over  births. 
However,  considering  the  age  and  sex  constitution  of  the 
population  of  the  rural  areas,  the  majority  of  young,  healthy, 
marriageable  persons  migrating  to  the  towns,  that  state  of 
affairs  is  scarcely  to  be  wondered  at,  as  the  old  people  must 
die  sometime  or  other,  and  unfortunately  a considerable 
number  of  infants  also  die  every  year. 

Vital  statistics  are  of  greater  value  when  considered  with 
reference  to  a period  of  ten  years,  but  in  this  report,  except 
for  the  birth  rates  and  death  rates,  it  has  only  been  possible 
to  deal  with  the  figures  for  the  last  seven  years. 

Note. — Throughout  the  report  the  rates  are  calculated  per  1,000  of 
the  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  (225,765). 

_ Note. — The  chief  statistics  for  the  separate  Urban  and  Rural  Dis- 
tricts are  grouped  together  in  the  table  at  the  end  of  the  report. 
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County  Birth  Rate. 


1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

Number 

OF 

Births 

Rate 

PER 

1,000. 

Number 

OF 

Births. 

Rate 

PER 

1,000. 

Number 

OF 

Births 

Rate 

PER 

1,000. 

Urban  Districts 

1,762 

21-9 

1,647 

20-2 

1,707 

20-5 

Rural  Districts  

2,810 

201 

2,637 

18-7 

2,758 

19-3 

Administrative  County... 

4,572 

20-8 

4,284 

19-2 

4,465 

19‘7 

England  and  Wales  

881,241 

24-4 

872,737 

23-8 

881,480 

23-9 

Rural  England  f 

181,260 

22-9 

174,099 

221 

... 

223 

The  birth  rates  of  the  individual  districts  may  be  seen  in 
the  table  at  the  end  of  the  report.  Of  the  urban  districts  the 
highest  rates  are  reported  from  Beaconsfield  (23.3),  Slough 
and  Marlow  (22.2)  ; and  the  lowest  from  l^ewport  Pagnell 
(16.5),  excluding  Eton  (10.7),  which  is  scarcely  comparable 
as  no  less  than  one-third  of  its  population  is  constituted  by 
Eton  College.  In  the  rural  districts  the  highest  rates  are 
reported  from  Wycombe  (20.6),  Amersham  (20.4),  IN’ewport 
Pagnell  (20.3) ; and  the  lowest  from  Winslow  (14.0),  Long 
Crendon  (16.6)  and  Hambleden  (17.0). 

The  table  shows  that  the  County  birth  rate  is  much  below 
that  not  only  of  England  and  Wales,  but  also  of  Rural  England 
(that  is  to  say,  England  and  Wales  without  the  241  towns  of 
over  20,000  inhabitants).!  The  County  birth  rate  is  .5  per 
1,000  higher  this  year  than  last  year,  otherwise,  for  the  past 
seven  years  the  rate  has  been  steadily  declining  from  23.2  to 
1912.  ^ 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  of  all  Counties  in  England  and 
Wales,  Buckinghamshire  has  one  of  the  lowest  marriage  rates. 

Note. — All  rates  given  in  this  report  are  calcnlated  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated,  population 

t It  should  he  noted  throughout  this  report  that  the  conditions  in 
Buckinghamshire  are  exactly  comparable  with  those  of  Bural  England, 
as  only  one  tov/n  in  the  County  has  a population  of  more  than  20,000 
viz.,  the  Borough  of  Wycombe  with  20,752  inhabitants. 


9 


County  Death  Rate. 

Corrected  for  age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  popuiation. 


1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

Number 

OF 

Deaths. 

Rate 

PER 

1,000. 

Number 

OF 

Deaths. 

Rate 

PER 

1,000. 

Number 

OF 

Deaths. 

Ratr 

PER 

1,000. 

Urban  Districts 

945 

11-7 

941 

10-8 

909 

10*0 

Rural  Districts 

1,690 

11-9 

1,740 

10-7 

1,564 

9*5 

Administrative  County... 

2,635 

119 

2,681 

10-7 

2,473 

98 

England  and  Wales 

527,864 

14-6 

486,987 

129 

505,026 

13-4 

Rural  England  

103,603 

13-1 

97,267 

10-9 

121 

The  death  rates  referred  to  in  this  table  include  all  residents 
in  Buckinghamshire,  whether  registered  within  or  without 
the  County.  Deaths  of  non-residents  occurring  in  public  in- 
stitutions in  the  County  are  not  included.  The  death  rate  thus 
calculated  is  known  as  the  crude  death  rate.  This  year,  as 
last  year,  the  crude  death  rate  has  been  corrected  for  the  age 
and  sex  constitution  of  the  area.  Thus  Buckinghamshire, 
together  with  all  Rural  England,  contains  an  abnormally  large 
proportion  of  persons  at  the  more  advanced  ages  when  the 
rate  of  mortality  is  exceptionally  high.  In  Rural  England  as 
a whole  such  correction  reduces  the  death  rate  from  13.1  to 
12.1  whereas  in  the  95  great  towns  it  is  raised  from  14.3  to  14.7. 
In  Buckinghamshire  similar  correction*  reduces  the  crude 
death  rate  10.9  to  9.8 — one  of  the  lowest  corrected  death  rates 
in  England  and  Wales. 

If  it  is  fair  to  judge  the  comparative  healthiness  of  counties 
in  England  and  Wales  from  the  annual  death  rates,  there  is 
little  room  for  doubt  as  to  the  claim  of  Buckinghamshire  to 
priority  among  all  the  counties  when  consideration  is  given 
both  to  crude  and  to  corrected  death  rates.  Comparative 

* This  correction  is  obtained  by  multiplying  the  crude  death  rate  by 
a p-articular  factor  for  correction  (.8942)  "supplied  by  the  Eegistrar 
General,  which  is  obtained  by  dividing  the  standard  death  rate  in 
England  and  Wales  by  the  standard  death  rate  in  the  area 
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statistics  are  .available  only  for  registration — and  not  for 
administrative  counties.  The  difference  is  immaterial.  The 
following  tables,  which  are  prepared  from  the  Registrar 
General’s  reports  1907-13,  give  the  comparative  order  for 
the  last  seven  years : 


Twelve  Registration  Counties  in  England  and  Wales  with 

lowest  crude  Death  Bates. 


1907. 

1908, 

1909, 

1910. 

1911, 

1912. 

1913. 

Radnor 

Radnor 

Radnor 

Middlx. 

Middlx. 

Middlx. 

Middlx. 

Northants 

Middlx. 

Middlx 

Essex 

Herts 

Rutland 

Hunts 

Middlx. 

Essex 

Essex 

Bucks 

Bucks 

Surrey 

Bucks 

Essex 

Northants 

Kent 

Surrey 

Surrey 

Essex 

Essex 

Bucks 

Kent 

Northants 

Herts 

Essex 

Herts 

Surrey 

Westmore* 

Bucks 

Bucks 

Rutland 

Berks 

Dorset 

Hants 

land 

Kent 

Sussex 

Westmore- 

Berks 

Rutland 

Bucks 

Oxford 

Surrey 

Berks 

land 

Surrey 

Beds 

Northants 

Wilts 

Dorset 

Berks 

Surrey 

Wilts 

Wilts 

Wilts 

Kent 

Herts 

Leicester 

Dorset 

Dorset 

Kent 

Radnor 

Berks 

Kent 

Sussex 

Wilts 

Leicester 

Northants 

Sussex 

Sussex 

Berks 

Worcester 

Hants 

Berks 

Hants 

Dorset 

Derby 

Northants 

It  will  be  seen  that  Bucks,  Essex,  Middlesex  and  Surrey  are 
the  only  counties  which  consistently  appear  near  the  top  of 
this  list  of  registration  counties  in  England  and  Wales  having 
the  lowest  crude  death  rates.  Whereas  in  the  case  of  counties 
with  the  lowest  corrected  death  rates,  Bucks  and  Huntingdon 
alone  come  within  that  category.  Therefore  it  follows  that 
Bucks  is  the  only  county  which  for  the  last  seven  years  has 
stood  consistently  high  in  these  lists  in  respect  of  both  crude 
and  corrected  death  rate.  Berks  and  Dorset  also  stand  fairly 
well  in  both  lists. 
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Twelve  Begistration  Counties  in  England  and  Wales  with 
lowest  corrected  Death  Bates. 


1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1915. 

Radnor 

Radnor 

Radnor 

Rutland 

Rutland 

Rutland 

Hunts 

Rutland 

Hunts 

Hunts 

Bucks 

Hunts 

Hunts 

Bucks 

Hunts 

Bucks 

Bucks 

Wilts 

Bucks 

Wilts 

Oxon 

Bucks 

Dorset 

Wilts 

Herts 

Herts 

Dorset 

Dorset 

Westmore- 

land 

Wilts 

Dorset 

Hunts 

Wilts 

Herts 

Herts 

Northanta 

Rutland 

Suffolk 

Beds 

Somerset 

Bucks 

Berks 

Berks 

Northanta 

Westmore- 

land 

Berks 

Berks 

Hereford 

Sussex 

Cambs 

... 

Kent 

Somerset 

Suffolk 

Oxon 

Hants 

... 

Norfolk 

Cambs 

Dorset 

Sussex 

Middlx. 

... 

... 

Somerset 

Oxon 

Oxon 

Berks 

Surrey 

* • • 

Cambs 

Norfolk 

Sussex 

Somerset 

Northants 

• • • 

Hereford 

Dorset 

Norfolk 

Middlx. 

Kent 

In  Buckinghamsliire  therefore  the  total  annual  number  of 
deaths  is  comparatively  small,  and  if  appropriate  correction 
be  made  for  the  age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  area,  the 
lowness  of  the  death  rate  is  still  further  emphasised.  Thus 
time  continues  to  prove  the  truth  of  John  Speed’s  words  written 
nearly  250  years  ago  in  his  Map  and  County  Guide  of  Bucking- 
hamshire : ‘^The  air  is  passing  good,  temperate  and  pleasant, 
yielding  the  Body  Health  and  the  Mind  content.  The  soil  is 
rich,  fat  and  fruitful  giving  abundance  of  Corn,  Grass  and 
Marie.” 


12 


Causes  of  Death. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  the  urban  and  rural  districts 
can  be  seen  at  a glance  in  the  following  table,  which  is  repro- 
duced in  the  form  suggested  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  AT  ALL  AGES. 


Causes  of  Death. 

19 

Urban. 

12. 

Rural. 

19 

Urban. 

13. 

Rural. 

1. 

Enteric  Fever  

1 

1 

3 

2. 

Small-pox  

4 « • 

4 4 4 

* 4 4 

3. 

Measles  

5 

16 

6 

22 

4. 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

2 

2 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

14 

13 

ii 

17 

6. 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

1 

17 

2 

7 

7. 

Influenza  

9 

30 

7 

33 

S. 

Erysipelas 

2 

3 

2 

• 4 4 

9. 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuherculosis)  ... 

65 

99 

61 

84 

10. 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  

8 

13 

7 

9 

11. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  

11 

16 

9 

17 

12. 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  

88 

139 

82 

150 

13. 

Rheumatic  Fever 

4 

7 

1 

4 

14. 

Meningitis 

6 

5 

9 

11 

15. 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

S3 

204 

101 

202 

16. 

Bronchitis 

82 

140 

78 

92 

17. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

47 

93 

40 

62 

18. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  organs... 

10 

11 

9 

9 

19. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  

10 

21 

21 

24 

20. 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

5 

10 

4 

8 

21. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

7 

13 

3 

11 

21a. 

Alcoholism 

3 

2 

2 

3 

22. 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  

34 

69 

36 

50 

23. 

Puerperal  Fever  

1 

2 

4 4 4 

4 

24. 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  Preg- 
nancy and  Parturition 

8 

3 

4 ^ 

9 

25. 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, 
including  Premature  Birth 

51 

87 

60 

78 

26. 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide 

16 

64 

17 

59 

27. 

Suicide  

• • « 

18 

8 

10 

28. 

Other  Defined  Diseases  

269 

546 

252 

484 

29. 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

100 

93 

77 

100 

Totals 

941 

1,740 

909 

1,564 
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DEATHS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 

The  ratio  of  the  annual  number  of  deaths  under  one  year 
of  age  to  a thousand  births  registered  during  the  same  period 
represents  the  rate  of  infantile  mortality. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate. 


1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

Births 

Deaths 

UNDER 

1 YEAR 

Rate 

Births 

Deaths 

UNDER 

1 YEAR 

Rate 

Births 

Deaths 

UNDER 

1 YEAR 

Rate 

Urban  Districts .. 

1,762 

167 

94 

1,647 

139 

84 

1,707 

133 

78 

Rural  Districts... 

2,810 

234 

83 

2,637 

192 

73 

2,758 

181 

66 

County  

4,572 

401 

87 

4,284 

331 

77 

4,465 

314 

70 

E.  ct  Wales  

881,341 

114,798 

130 

872,767 

82,939 

95 

881,480 

95,801 

109 

Rural  England  ... 

181,260 

18,761 

104 

174,099 

14.067 

81 

• • 

... 

96 

In  urban  districts  the  lowest  nates  are  reported  from 
Bletchley  (38)  and  Beaconsfield  (51)  ; and  the  highest  from 
Marlow  (124),  Eton  (117)  and  Linslade  (109).  Slough  and 
Wycombe,  the  two  largest  towns,  have  rates  of  76  and  87 
respectively. 

In  rural  districts  the  lowest  rates  are  reported  from 
Hambleden  (30)  and  Stratford  and  Wolverton  (32) ; and  the 
highest  from  Winslow  (153)  and  Wing  (94). 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  in  Buckinghamshire  (70) 
compares  favourably  with  that  of  England  and  Wales  (109), 
and  of  Rural  England  (96).  In  1913  there  were  only  five 
Registration  Counties  with  a lower  rate  than  Buckingham- 
shire— Huntingdonshire  (56),  Hertfordshire  (63),  Wiltshire, 
Herefordshire  and  Oxfordshire  (71) — the  rate  for  the  Regis- 
tration County  of  Buckinghamshire  being  71.5. 

Notification  of  Births  Act^  1907 . — Any  local  authorities, 
including  County  Councils,  may  with  the  consent  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  adopt  this  Act  which  provides  for  the  early 
notification  of  births.  At  the  present  time  all  births  are 
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notified  to  tlie  Registrar  within  six  weeks  after  birth.  This 
Act,  when  adopted,  makes  it  the  duty  of  every  householder  or 
person  in  attendance  upon  the  mother  to  give  notice  within 
86  hours  after  birth  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Stamped 
addressed  postcards  are  to  be  supplied  to  medical  practitioners 
and  midwives  for  this  purpose. 

Before  the  Act  can  be  adopted  there  are  many  legal  obser- 
vances to  be  gone  through.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Local 
Government  Board  may  by  order  declare  that  the  Act  shall  be 
in  force  in  the  area  of  any  local  authority. 

The  Town  Council  of  the  Borough  of  High  Wycombe  is  the 
only  sanitary  authority  in  the  County  which  has  adopted  the 
Act.  Other  authorities  have  considered  the  question  and  have 
decided  against  its  adoption.  In  High  Wycombe  a Voluntary 
Health  Society  is  largely  responsible  for  carrying  out  the 
work  which  necessarily  follows  the  adoption  of  the  Act.  Hr. 
Bannerman  reports  that  the  Society,  by  means  of  home  visiting 
and  consultations  for  nursing  mothers,  is  doing  good  work. 

It  is,  however,  most  unlikely  that  any  of  the  Rural  District 
Councils  will  adopt  the  Act,  and  possibly  none  of  the  remaining 
Urban  Districts  will  do  so  in  the  immediate  future.  Therefore, 
if  it  is  decided  that  much  practical  value  to  the  health  and 
welfare  of  the  County  is  to  be  gained  from  its  adoption,  the 
only  alternative  course  is  for  the  County  Council  to  adopt  the 
Act  for  the  whole  County. 

It  is  generally  understood  that  the  main  object  in  view  in 
adopting  the  Act  is  to  reduce  the  infant  mortality  rate — that 
is  to  say,  the  number  of  children  who  die  before  reaching  the 
age  of  twelve  months.  In  large  Urban  Districts,  when  the 
Act  is  adopted,  an  efiicient  system  of  health  visiting  may 
certainly  have  the  desired  effect  in  definite  ‘‘slum”  areas. 
The  County  Medical  Officer  does  not,  however,  hold  out  much 
hope  of  a similar  end  being  attained  as  the  result  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Act  in  a rural  area  like  Buckinghamshire. 

It  is  certainly  unsatisfactory  to  realise  that  out  of  every 
1,000  babies  born  76  of  them  die  before  they  reach  the  age  of 
one  year.  That  is  the  average  mortality  rate  in  the  County 
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during  the  last  five  years  (1909-1913).  In  1910  there  were 
only  two  Counties  in  England  and  Wales  with  a lower  mor- 
tality rate  than  Buckinghamshire  (69).  In  1911,  although  the 
rate  was  raised  to  87,  owing  to  the  heat  wave  which  swept  over 
the  country  during  the  third  quarter  of  the  year  when 
diarrhoeal  diseases  were  prevalent,  still  there  were  very  few 
Counties  with  a lower  rate.  In  1912,  however,  there  were  17 
Counties  with  a lower  rate  than  Buckinghamshire,  which  for 
the  most  part  were  not  Counties  which  had  adopted  the  Noti- 
fication of  Births  Act.  It  has  already  been  stated  that  in  1913 
there  were  only  five  Counties  with  a lower  rate. 

Nearly  one-half  of  the  deaths  of  infants  under  12  months  of 
age  are  due  to  prematurity  and  other  allied  causes.  The 
adoption  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  will  do  little  to 
remove  the  cause  of  premature  births,  and  will,  therefore, 
prevent  very  few  of  the  deaths.  On  the  other  hand,  in  any 
rural  area  like  Buckinghamshire,  a number  of  children  die 
before  reaching  the  age  of  12  months  because  they  are  im- 
properly fed,  and  it  is  therefore  a public  duty  to  teach  nursing 
mothers  how  to  rear  healthy  infants.  The  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee have  already  taken  this  matter  in  hand  and  have  caused 
printed  leaflets  to  be  widely  circulated  throughout  the  County. 
The  Education  Committee  have  also  made  a ‘beginning  and 
several  years  ago  appointed  a lecturer.  Miss  E.  Nickels,  who 
gives  courses  of  popular  lectures  to  mothers  in  many  parts  of 
the  County.  The  lectures  are  well  attended,  and  are  followed 
by  practical  demonstrations  and  by  the  distribution  of  the 
County  Council’s  leaflets,  irndoubtedly  it  would  be  beneficial 
to  appoint  one  or  two  additional  lecturers  so  that  every  corner 
of  the  County  might  be  covered  in  the  course  of  a year  or  two. 
At  the  present  time  the  three  County  Council  Staff  Nurses  are 
giving  short  talks  to  parents  at  the  small  village  schools. 

On  the  other  hand  the  County  Medical  Officer  is  of  opinion 
that  in  a rural  area  like  Buckinghamshire  it  is  impracticable 
to  carry  out  an  efficient  system  of  health  visiting  in  the  homes 
of  nursing  mothers  throughout  the  County  without  an  ex- 
penditure of  money  disproportionate  to  the  practical  benefits 
to  be  gained,  and  without  such  an  efiicient  system  of  health 
visiting  the  adoption  of  the  Act  is  useless. 
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Causes  of  Death — Cancer. 


1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

Number 

Rate 

Nl MBER 

Rate 

Number 

Rate 

OF 

TER 

OF 

PER 

OF 

PER 

Deaths. 

ROOD. 

Deaths. 

1,000. 

Deaths. 

1,000. 

Urban  Districts 

77 

0-9 

90 

11 

82 

10 

Rural  Districts  

164 

1-1 

137 

0-9 

150 

1-05 

Administrative  County  , . . 

241 

11 

227 

i-o 

232 

10 

England  and  Wales  

35,902 

•91 

37,323 

•91 

Not  yet 

Urban  Counties  

•95 

•97 

computed. 

Rural  Counties  

•80 

. . . 

•83 

• 

The  deaths  from  cancer  include  all  forms  of  malignant 
disease,  viz.,  carcinoma,  sarcoma,  and  rodent  ulcer. 

In  urban  districts  the  highest  rates  are  reported  from 
Aylesbury  (1.5),  Linslade  (1.3),  Slough  (1.2),  and  Bletchley 
(1.1) ; and  the  lowest  from  Beaconsfield  (0.4),  Buckingham 
(0.6),  Marlow  (0.6),  and  Chesham  (0.7). 

In  rural  districts  the  highest  rates  are  reported  from 
Hambleden  (3.0)  and  Aylesbury  (1.4),  while  the  lowest  are 
from  Winslow  (0.5)  and  Amersham  (0.8). 

The  death  rate  from  cancer  has  been  increasing  somewhat 
during  the  last  25  years.  There  has  been  a relative  increase 
partly  owing  to  greater  exactitude  in  classification  of  the 
causes  of  death  and  partly  on  account  of  the  increasing  lon- 
gevity of  the  people,  cancer  being  pre-eminently  a disease  of 
old  age. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  death  rate  appears  to  be 
relatively  high  in  Buckinghamshire  and  other  rural  Counties, 
whereas  the  Registrar-GreneraTs  tables  clearly  indicate  that 
in  reality  cancer  is  more  destructive  in  the  town  than  in  the 
country. 
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Causes  of  Death — Consumption. 

Average  Annual  Death  Eate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

PER  1,000  Living  : 

England  and  Wales. 

Ten  Tear  Periods.  Death  Eate. 


1861-70  

2.47 

1871-80  

2.12 

1881-90  

1.72 

1891-1900  

1.39 

1901-1910  

1.16 

AltlioTigli  the  mortality  from  consumption  has  been  steadily 
decreasing  for  the  past  fifty  years  proportionately  with  the 
decline  in  the  general  death  rate  and  in  the  mortality  rate  from 
infections  diseases,  yet  in  1912  it  caused  51,051  deaths  in 
England  and  Wales  equal  to  10  per  cent,  of  the  mortality 
from  all  causes.  It  is,  however,  not  only  the  death  rate  that 
is  of  importance  to  the  community,  but  also  the  power  of 
tuberculosis  for  incapacitating  from  work  for  long  periods  of 
time.  Pulmonary  tuberculosis,  or  consumption  of  the  lungs, 
is  responsible  for  76  per  cent,  of  all  deaths  from  tuberculosis. 
The  following  table  shows  the  figures  for  Buckinghamshire 
for  the  past  four  years : 


Death  Eate  from  Consumption  of  the  Lungs. 


1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

Districts. 

Number 

Rate 

Number 

Rate 

Number 

Rate 

Number 

Rate 

OF 

PER 

OF 

PER 

OF 

PER 

OF 

PER 

Deaths. 

1,000. 

Deaths. 

1,000. 

Deaths. 

1,000. 

Deaths. 

1,000. 

Urban  

58 

0-7 

64 

0-7 

65 

0-8 

61 

0 7 

Rural  

68 

0-5 

98 

0-7 

99 

0 7 

84 

057 

County  ..... 

126 

0-5 

162 

0-7 

164 

0-73 

145 

0-64 

E.  de  .. 

36,334 

1-01 

39,232 

105 

38,083 

1-01 

- 

•83 

Not  yet 

R,  Counties  ... 

• • • 

•98 

• • • 

• « • 

•86 

ri2 

1-07 

computed. 

U.  Counties  ... 

... 

1-07 

• • • 

• • • 
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The  County  death  rate  from  consumption  of  the  lungs  (0.6) 
is  lower  this  year  than  for  the  last  two  years,  but  higher  than 
in  1910  (0.5).  The  average  number  of  deaths  from  consump- 
tion of  the  lungs  each  year  for  the  last  five  years  is  156,  and 
the  average  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the 
same  period  .70.  This  figure  compares  more  than  favourably 
with  the  .average  death  rate  not  only  for  England  and  Wales 
(1.06)  but  also  for  the  rural  Counties  (0.9)  with  which  it  is 
strictly  comparable. 

The  steady  and  regular  decline  in  the  death  rate  from  con- 
sumption throughout  England  and  Wales  during  the  past  50 
years  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  improved  social  conditions 
and  housing  of  the  people,  and  not  to  any  special  educational 
campaign  or  to  the  provision  of  sanatoria.  So  that  if  Parlia- 
ment (instead  of  arranging  for  capital  and  annual  grants)  had 
decided  to  give  half  the  amount  of  money  to  provide  extra 
nourishment,  and  the  other  half  to  improve  the  housing  of 
Buckinghamshire  families  afflicted  with  consumption,  there 
can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  but  that  the  declining  prevalence 
of  the  disease  would  have  been  still  further  hastened  towards 
extinction. 

The  general  problem  of  the  disease  has  been  fully  dealt  with 
in  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  Annual  reports  since  1908 
therefore,  it  is  only  necessary  to  state  what  action  has  been 
taken  under  the  provisions  of  the  T^ational  Insurance  Act. 

Dr.  L.  T.  Burra  was  appointed  Tuberculosis  Officer  in  Dec- 
ember, 1912,  and  carried  out  the  duties  of  his  office  throughout 
the  year  1913.  On  February  15th,  1913,  two  half-time  nurses 
were  appointed  to  help  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  in  his  work  at 
the  dispensaries  and  to  undertake  home  visiting  when  required. 
A third  half-time  nurse  was  appointed  in  1914.  One  nurse  acts 
in  each  of  the  three  Parliamentary  divisions  of  the  County. 

Sanatoria. 

Sanatorium  accommodation  was  secured  at  the  Great 
Baddow  Sanatorium  near  Chelmsford,  and  at  the  Maitland 
Sanatorium,  Peppard  Common ; in  addition  to  these  institu- 
tions patients  were  also  treated  at  the  Ventnor  Hospital, 
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Frimley,  Midhurst,  Nayland,  Fairlight,  and  tlie  Brompton 
Hospital. 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis,  other  than  pulmonary,  were  sent  to 
Lord  Mayor  Treloar’s  Cripples  Hospital,  and  to  the  Hoyal  Sea 
Bathing  Hospital,  Margate. 

Dispensaries, 

A temporary  main  dispensary  has  been  established  at  Ayles- 
bury with  branch  dispensaries  at  Bletchley,  Buckingham,  Ches- 
ham,  I^ewport  Pagnell,  and  Slough.  There  was  considerable 
difficulty  and  delay  in  obtaining  suitable  premises  and 
in  getting  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
but  most  of  the  branch  dispensaiies  were  in  working  order 
before  the  end  of  the  year  or  early  in  1914.  At  High  Wycombe 
the  existing  voluntary  dispensary  was  handed  over  to  the 
County  Council.  By  an  agreement  with  the  Oxfordshire 
Association  for  the  Prevention  of  Consumption  patients  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Thame  are  treated  at  the  dispensary 
which  was  estblished  there  by  the  Association. 

Shelters. 

For  the  treatment  and  isolation  of  advanced  cases  shelters 
have  been  used.  Many  of  the  local  authorities  have  provided 
shelters  and  have  let  them  out  on  hire  for  the  use  of  patients 
suffering  from  consumption  in  an  advanced  stage,  and  of 
patients  who  have  to  continue  treatment  on  return  from  the 
Sanatorium. 

By  this  means  the  advanced  cases  can  be  treated  near  their 
own  homes  without  the  risk  of  infection  which  exists  if  they 
are  living  in  the  house;  while  hygienic  surroundings  are  pro- 
vided in  other  cases  where  the  house  does  not  afford  adequate 
bedroom  accommodation  for  patients  on  their  return  from  the 
Sanatorium. 

Examination  of  Sputum. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  examination  of  speci- 
mens of  sputum  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  at  the  Laboratory 
which  was  fitted  up  in  65,  Buckingham  Street,  Aylesbury. 
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Over  70  specimens  were  examined  during  the  year,  and  a report 
was  sent  in  each  case  to  the  practitioner  who  had  charge  of 
the  patient. 

Notification. 

In  1908  the  Local  Government  Board  issued  an  order 
making  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  so  far  as  “poor  persons’’ 
were  concerned,  a notifiable  disease  as  from  January  1st, 
1909.  198  cases  were  notified  during  1909,  1910,  and  1911. 
Subsequently  the  Board  extended  the  range  of  compulsory 
notification,  which  after  May  1st,  1911,  applied  to  all  cases 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  occurring  in  hospitals  and  dispen- 
saries. A further  extension  came  into  operation  on  January 
1st,  1913,  and  from  February  1st,  1913  all  forms  of  Tuber- 
culosis in  all  persons  are  notified.  The  following  table  shows 
the  number  of  cases  notified  in  each  district  in  the  County 
during  the  year  1913  : — 


Consumption:  All  Forms. 


Urban  No  ' 

OF  Cases 

Rural  No  of 

Cases 

Districts,  Notified, 

Districts,  Notified. 

Aylesbury  

19 

Amersham 

50 

Beaconsfield 

• • • 

Aylesbury  

23 

Bletchley 

5 

Buckingham 

16 

Borough  of  Buckingham 

14 

Eton 

55 

Chesham 

44 

Hambleden 

3 

Eton 

5 

Long  Crendon 

10 

Linslade 

• • • 

Newport  Pagnell  

21 

Marlow 

12 

Stratford  and  Wolverton. 

18 

Newport  Pagnell 

4 

Wing 

7 

Slough 

37 

Winslow 

12 

Borough  of  Wycombe  ... 

39 

Wycombe  

36 

Total 

179 

Total 

251 

Total  for  County,  430. 


Out  of  195  cases  of  consumption  of  which  full  details  were 
obtained  practically  90  per  cent,  occurred  in  patients  under 
55  years  of  age  (175  cases),  and  over  85  per  cent,  were  between 
16  and  65  years.  This  large  proportion  of  victims  during 
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the  working  years  of  life  is  a constant  feature  in  returns 
relating  to  tuberculosis,  and  shows  the  economic  importance 
of  dealing  thoroughly  with  the  disease. 

The  non-pulmonary  forms  occur  more  commonly  in  early 
life;  of  the  138  cases  investigated  62  were  children  under  15 
years ‘of  age,  and  66  per  cent,  of  the  cases  occurred  in  patients 
under  20  years. 

The  educational  side  of  the  work  was  continued.  Three 
lectures  were  gnven  to  the  District  Nurses  in  each  division 
of  the  County,  and  the  attendance  at  these  lectures  was  very 
satisfactory.  In  Aylesbury,  lectures  were  given  to  the  Adult 
Schools  and  to  the  Voluntary  Aid  Detachment.  Pamphlets  of 
instructions  and  advice  were  distributed  to  the  patients. 

During  the  year,  344  patients  were  examined  at  their  own 
homes,  at  the  Dispensaries,  or  at  the  Schools ; of  whom 
45  were  contacts  of  known  cases  of  tuberculosis : 284  of  these 
were  on  the  books  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  extension  of 
the  work  at  the  Dispensaries  will  render  examination  for 
contact  cases  among  those  who  are  at  work  more  practicable 
and  it  is  hoped  that  many  cases  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the 
disease  may  be  found  by  this  method. 

The  Tuberculosis  Officer  bas  received  most  valuable  help 
from  the  practitioners  throughout  the  County.  Without  their 
co-operation  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  out  the  work  in 
a satisfactory  manner,  as  the  home  treatment  of  the  patients 
must  remain  in  their  hands. 

REPORTS  EROM  THE  DISTRICTS. 

Nearly  all  the  Medical  Officers  refer  to  the  progress  which 
has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  campaign  against  this 
disease.  Many  authorities  have  provided  moveable  shelters 
which  can  be  erected  in  the  gardens  of  the  patients  undergoing 
domiciliary  treatment  before  or  after  treatment  in  a sana- 
torium. Dr.  Long,  speaking  of  the  Chesham  Urban  District, 
where  the  incidence  of  the  disease  has  been  greater  than  else- 
where in  the  County  writes  : — 

“ Personally  I look  upon  the  cause  of  the  number  of  cases  in  the 
first  case  as  due  to  the  factory  life.  Nobody  who  goes  into  the  factories 
in  our  town  can  be  surprised  at  the  employees  contracting  the  disease, 
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and  I must  confess  that  in  my  own  opinion  it  is  due  entirely  to  their 
own  action  in  refusing  to  open  windows.  But  this  is  rot,  I think,  the 
only  cause,  I think  it  is  more  than  probable  that  in  many  cases  the 
disease  may  have  started  quite  early  in  life  owing  to  the  w^ant  of  sufficient 
food  when  quit©  young.  It  is  an  accepted  fact  that  in  most  houses  in 
the  towm,  with  young  families,  owing  to  the  wages  paid  life  must  be 
one  perpetual  struggle,  and  it  must  be  at  times  a difficult  matter  to 
supply  even  the  necessary  food.” 

Dr.  Weaver  Adams  (Slough),  reports  very  fully  under  this 
heading : 

“ 1913  was  the  first  year  of  notification  of  tuberculosis  of  all  kinds, 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  alone  being  notifiable  in  1912. 


Thirty-seven  instances  of  the  disease  were  notified  in  Slough  at 
all  ages ; twenty-two  being  of  the  lungs,  six  of  various  glands,  four  of 
various  joints,  two  of  the  spine,  and  three  of  other  tissues.  Twelve 
persons  notified  during  1912  as  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  still  living  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1913 ; and  at  that  same  time 
only  ten  of  the  twenty-two  lung  cases  of  1913  were  still  living  here, 
so  that  at  the  end  of  1913  there  were  twenty-two  cases  of  notified 
tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  in  the  town.  Three  or  four  of  these  are  probably 
cured ; but  classifying  the  whole  twenty-two  in  the  manner  suggested 
by  the  authorities,  it  appears  that  at  the  end  of  1913  the  town’s  figures 
for  pulmonary  tuberculosis  are: — 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 


Notified  cases,  but  working  as  usual  ...  ...  ...  11 

(of  which  at  least  four  are  practically  cured) 
Notified,  but  work  partially  impaired  ...  ...  ...  5 


Acutely  ill,  but  recent 
Longer  history,  but  relentless 
Permanently  impaired,  chronic 
Fatal  in  six  months 


2 

1 

1 

2 
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“ It  is  a little  difficult  to  distinguish  between  classes  2 and  5,  and 
perhaps  some  put  into  the  former  group  should  be  in  the  latter. 

“ The  fifteen  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  were  all  being  treated  more 
or  less  radically.  Thus,  most  of  the  glandular  cases  may  be  expected  to 
be  cured,  and  the  joint  cases  also.  One  spinal  case,  how^ever,  was  fatal. 

“ The  appointment  of  a Tuberculosis  Expert  for  the  County  w'as 
another  great  step  in  the  campaign  against  this  disease.  Dr.  Burra  is 
now  advising  and  supervising  more  or  less  in  all  cases  of  the  disease 
in  the  County,  and  more  especially  the  pulmonary  cases ; and  no  doubt 
his  skill  and  knowledge  is  doing  its  share  in  checking  the  loss  of  life 
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and  usefulness  caused  by  its  ravages.  But  to  begin  with,  the  greatest 
benefit  from  notification  will  be  expected  to  lie  in  the  direction  of  pre- 
vention, rather  than  of  cure.  It  may  well  be  that  sanatorium  treatment, 
with  or  without  vaccines,  will  do  much  to  allay  the  disease  and  produce 
cures ; but  at  present  the  prevention  of  the  spread  by  teaching  sufferers 
how  to  avoid  contaminating  others  is  the  most  evident  and  most  fruitful 
line  of  action. 

“ Another  very  necessary  measure  in  the  fight  against  this  disease  is 
one  which  does  not  appear  yet  to  be  in  more  than  casual  action.  It  is  that 
of  supervision  and  periodical  examination  of  “ contacts.”  Probably  at 
present  there  is  no  one  with  time  enough  or  the  opportunity  to  conduct 
this  work ; but  even  our  short  experience  of  the  notification  of  tuber- 
culosis shows  how  in  families  where  perhaps  food  is  none  too  plentiful 
and  fresh  air  and  space  in  the  home  far  too  scanty,  the  disease  shows 
itself — perhaps  in  different  forms. — in  several  members  of  the  family. 
The  early  recognition  of  these  cases  is  of  immense  importance,  and 
there  seems  no  better  way  than  by  a periodical  “ rounding-up  ” of  all 
the  contacts,  and  a searching  examination. 

“ At  present  much  that  may  have  to  be  done  is  not  being  attempted — 
for  two  reasons.  First,  the  funds  are  not  adequate ; and  second,  the 
facts  are  not  complete. 

“ So  far,  the  introduction  of  compulsory  notification  of  tuberculosis 
has  meant  a considerable  increase  in  the  clerical  and  visiting  work  of 
medical  officers  of  health  and  their  staffs  ; and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
mass  of  documents  which  they  are  called  upon  to  fill  in  and  forward  to 
the  County  medical  officer  and  the  County  tuberculosis  officer  may  be 
of  some  practical  use  in  the  compilation  of  facts  upon  which  to  ba.se 
future  action.  The  system  of  notification  certainly  seems  to  have  been 
carefully  elaborated,  and  we  look  forward  with  much  interest  to  future 
use  which  is  to  be  made  of  the  information  so  obtained. 

“ In  this  district  each  notified  case  is  called  upon,  and,  where  neces- 
sary. leaflets  of  advice  and  instruction  are  given.  Orders  and  requests 
are  issued  as  to  the  mode  of  life  and  disposal  of  sputum,  etc.  Disinfec- 
tants are  supplied,  and  sputum-bottles  if  necessary. 

“ Where  death  occurs,  disinfection  of  bedding  and  premises  is  carried 
out ; and  also  when  we  are  aware  of  the  removal  of  a case  the  premises 
are  disinfected, 

“ The  Council’s  arrangement  with  the  Clinical  Research  Association 
enables  all  doubtful  cases  to  be  confirmed  or  disposed  of  by  bacterio- 
logical test  without  cotst  to  poor  persons. 

“ One  new  local  factor  which  may  be  a power  in  the  future  work 
against  this  disease  is  the  establishment  soon  to  be  accomplished  of  a 
“ tuberculosis  dispensary  ” in  the  district.  After  several  failures,  the 
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County  Tuberculosis  Ofl&cer  and  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
have  at  last,  thanks  partly  to  the  consent  of  this  Council,  secured  a site 
in  the  town  where  a small  measure  of  out-patient  hospital  treatment  can 
be  conducted.  The  proposal  is  to  use  the  premises  primarily  for  the 
County  Tuberculosis  Officer  as  a central  office  where  he  can  see  patients 
from  the  town  and  district,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  doctor  in  charge, 
recommend  or  carry  out  treatment.  Probably  it  may  be  useful  as  a 
centre  for  the  control  and  examination  of  contacts,  and  certainly  for  the 
careful  watching  of  doubtful  cases. 

“ Some  apprehension  was  entertained  lest  this  dispensary  should 
prove  a focus  from  which  the  neighbourhood  might  become  infected. 
But  this  idea  is  only  a flight  of  vivid  imagination ; and  at  no  time  is 
there  likely  to  be  a bombardment  of  the  premises  with  crowds  of  con- 
sumptives from  far  and  near.  So  little  regular  daily  activity  is  likely 
to  go  on  here  that  the  premises  should  at  other  times  be  available  for 
the  district  nurses,  to  attend  to  the  minor  ailments  of  school-children. 
Ears  can  be  syringed,  eyes  bathed  and  anointed,  ointments  applied, 
ringworm  treated,  and  many  other  little  services  rendered  in  which 
the  nurses’  skill  will  easily  surpass  the  mothers’ — even  where  a mother 
is  ready  to  do  her  best. 

-By  way  of  further  and  special  measures  for  the  control  of  the 
disease,  the  Council  has  provided  tw’o  Shelters  for  the  Open-air  treat- 
ment. These  have  been  hired  from  the  Council  by  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee of  the  County  for  the  use  of  two  male  insured  patients.  They 
have  been  erected  in  the  gardens  attached  to  these  persons’  residences, 
and  seem  to  have  been  appreciated. 

- Further  evidence  of  the  steps  which  are  being  taken  to  control 
tuberculosis  is  furnished  by  a certain  correspondence  which  took  place 
during  July  relative  to  a supposed  tuberculous  cow.  First,  a notice 
was  sent  to  me  from  the  Chief  Constable  for  the  County  that  a certain 
dairy  contained  a cow  reported  by  her  doctor  to  be  probably  tuberculous. 
The  Sanitary  Inspector  at  once  visited  the  premises  and  reported  upon 
the  case.  Meanwhile,  an  appointed  Veterinary  Inspector  had  called 
and  carried  out  a test  on  the  cow  with  tuberculin  ; and  on  his  rep  orting 
that  the  result  was  negative,  I received  another  notice  (four  days  after 
the  first)  from  the  Chief  Constable  formally  stating  that  the  suspected 
cow  had  been  acquitted.  All  this  activity  is  most  important  as,  in  a 
large  dairy,  one  infected  cow  may  disseminate  bovine  tuberculosis  germs 
over  a very  wide  area,  where  they  are  almost  certain  to  find  one  or  twm 
persons  in  whom  they  can  grow  and  produce  mischief. 
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The  Control  of  Epidemic  Diseases. 

It  is  not  so  miicli  the  actual  mortality  rate  of  infectious 
diseases  that  is  important  to  the  community,  but  rather  the 
prolonged  duration  of  the  attacks,  their  serious  after-affects, 
and  the  interference  with  employment  or  school  attendance 
which  is  involved.  Therefore  it  is  necessary  to  consider  what 
measures  are  taken  in  the  County  for  the  prevention  and 
control  of  epidemic  diseases,  firstly  on  general  principles,  and 
then  for  each  individual  disease. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  URBAN 
DISTR5CTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1913. 


Notifiable 

Diseases. 

Aylesbury 

Beaconsfield 

Bletchley 

Buckingham 

g 

5 

..a 

CO 

0) 

O 

Eton 

Linsdale 

Marlow 

Newport  Pagnell 

Slough 

Wycombe 



Totals. 

Small-pox  

. . • 

. . 

. . • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

. . . 

* • . 

. . . 

. . . 

Diplitlieria 

4 

... 

... 

1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

3 

n 

9 

33 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

6 

33 

-2 

14 

7 

2 

4 

8 

G5 

52 

197 

Enteric  Fever  

2 

1 

1 

2 

6 

Puerperal  Fever  

1 

. . . 

. . • 

. • . 

. . . 

• • • 

1 

2 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

... 

« • • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Poliomyelitis  

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

9 

... 

4 

8 

24 

4 

... 

4 

3 

22 

28 

106 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

10 

... 

1 

6 

20 

1 

... 

8 

1 

15 

11 

73 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

• « « 

... 

• • • 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

1 

N otification  and  Weekly  Returns. — The  usual  procedure  with 
regard  to  notification  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year, 
wdiile  in  the  case  of  measles,  whooping  cough  and  other  non- 
notifiable  diseases  the  arrangements  by  which  Head  Teachers 
notify  these  cases  in  duplicate  to  the  District  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  as  well  as  to  the  School  Medical  Officer  have  been 
continued. 
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During*  the  year  the  Local  Government  Board  continued  to 
issue  their  weekly  return  of  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
for  all  urban  and  rural  districts  in  England  and  Wales.  There- 
fore the  Public  Health  Committee’s  procedure  of  forwarding 
weekly  returns  to  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  has 
been  discontinued.  However,  at  the  end  of  each  month  a 
return  of  the  epidemic  state  of  the  County  is  printed  and  sent 
to  every  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  so  that  he  can  compare  the 
state  of  his  district  with  that  of  the  rest  of  the  County.  This 
return  shows  the  parishes  affected — an  essential  point  in  rural 
sanitary  administration — whereas  the  Local  Government 
Board’s  return  deals  only  with  whole  areas. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  RURAL 
DSSTRICTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1913. 


Notifiable 

Diseases, 

Amersham 

Aylesbury 

Buckingham 

Eton 

Hambleden 

Long  Crendon 

1 

Newport  Pagnell  j 

Stratford  & W ol  verton 

Wing 

Winslow 

Wycombe 

Totals 

Small-pox  

• • 

* * • 

. .. 

. • . 

• . • 

* • . 

. . . 

. • « 

• • • 

• • f 

. . • 

. • • 

Diphtheria  

3 

2 

... 

13 

... 

1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

7 

35 

Scarlet  Fever 

45 

28 

3 

95 

11 

6 

37 

7 

5 

28 

58 

323 

Enteric  Fever  

2 

2 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

13 

Puerperal  Fever  

2 

1 

• • 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

4 

Cerebro-Sj;)inal  Meningitis 

... 

... 

... 

• . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Poliomyelitis  

... 

1 

... 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

25 

15 

10 

43 

2 

9 

10 

11 

4 

9 

24 

162 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

25 

8 

6 

12 

1 

1 

11 

7 

3 

3 

12 

89 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

... 

• • • 

2 

. . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

Other  Measures. — Besides  the  compulsory  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, there  are  two  adoptive  Acts  under  which  local  authorities 
have  additional  powers  for  the  control  of  infectious  disease. 
They  are  {a)  the  Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890,  and 
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(h)  tlie  Public  Healtli  Amendment  Act,  1907.  The  fornier 
affords  greater  facilities  to  tbe  sanitary  authority  (1)  for  in- 
specting* dairies  and  preventing*  tlie  sale  of  infected  milk ; (2) 
for  detaining’  in  liospitals  persons  suffering  from  infectious 
disease;  (3)  for  cleansing  and  disinfecting  premises  and 
articles  more  effectually  than  under  tbe  Public  Health  Acts. 
The  latter,  among  other  useful  sanitary  provisions,  imposes 
penalties  upon  sufferers  from  infectious  disease  who  continue 
to  engage  in  any  occupation  or  to  carry  on  a trade,  and  pro- 
hibits school  attendance  and  conveyance  of  the  infected  in 
public  vehicles.  It  enables  local  authorities  to  obtain  lists  of 
children  attending  any  school  as  well  as  of  dairymen’s  cus- 
tomers, and  to  provide  for  the  home  nursing  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease.  So  few  District  Councils  have  adopted 
either  of  these  Acts,  or  any  parts  thereof,  that  the  provisions 
would  not  appear  to  be  of  any  great  practical  value  or  im- 
portance in  a rural  area.  Occasion,  however,  may  arise  in 
which  the  want  of  such  provisions  may  be  felt. 

Disinf ection  of  houses  and  other  premises,  although  a matter 
of  secondary  importance  in  the  control  of  infectious  disease, 
is  carefully  carried  out  in  all  districts  in  the  County  whenever 
it  is  considered  advisable. 

Disinfection  of  clothing  and  bedding. — Steam  disinfectors 
have  been  provided  in  connection  with  three  urban  (Linslade, 
Slough  and  Wycombe),  and  two  rural  (Eton  and  Wing) 
districts.  The  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  the  Aylesbury 
and  Bletchley  Urban  Districts  have  specifically  reported  as 
to  the  necessity  for  the  provision  of  a steam  disinfector.  An 
enquiry  was  recently  made  as  to  whether  certain  adjoining 
authorities  in  the  County  might  combine  for  the  purpose  of 
• purchasing  steam  disinfectors,  but  the  practical  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  such  a comprehensive  scheme  for  rural  areas  seems 
almost  insuperable.  Therefore,  the  present  system  of  burning 
infected  clothes  and  bedding  and  of  compensating  the  owners 
appears  to  be  the  most  thorough  and  economical  system  of 
dealing  with  infected  articles.  The  fumigation,  or  soaking 
in  liquid  disinfectants  of  infected  clothes  and  bedding,  cannot 
be  regarded  as  efficacious. 
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Isolation. — The  subject  of  isolation  is  dealt  with  under  the 
separate  heading  of  Isolation  Hospitals  (pages  38 — 43). 

SMALLPOX. 

Xo  cases  of  smallpox  were  reT3orted  in  the  County  during 
the  year;  90  cases  occurred  in  England  and  Wales.  A slight 
outbreak  of  three  cases  at  Gerrards  Cross  in  the  Eton  Rural 
District  was  described  in  the  report  for  1911.  The  general 
outlook  has  been  fully  dealt  with  in  previous  reports.  Details 
as  to  the  isolation  accommodation  for  smallpox  cases,  which 
is  necessary  only  because  the  community  is  not  protected  bj’ 
vaccination,  have  been  furnished  in  a special  report  on  the 
subject,  (see  pages  36 — 38). 

On  11th  June  the  County  Medical  Officer  was  informed  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Port  of  Liverpool  that  a 
steamer  which  had  arrived  in  that  port  with  a case  of  small- 
pox on  board,  had  landed  passengers  who  were  proceeding  to 
addresses  in  Bucks.  The  addresses  were  immediately  com- 
municated to  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  districts  concerned  in 
order  that  the  passengers  might  be  kept  under  observation. 
Xo  case  of  small-pox  occurred  among  these  persons  in  the 
County,  but  one  of  them,  after  staying  for  a week-end  at 
Gerrards  Cross,  moved  into  Surrey,  where  he  developed  the 
disease.  Although  he  was  apparently  in  good  health  while 
he  was  in  Gerrards  Cross,  the  house  he  occupied  there  was 
disinfected. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Diphtheria  caused  nine  deaths  in  the  County,  equal  to  a 
death  rate  of  .04  per  1,000;  68  cases  were  notified  giving  an 
attack  rate  per  1,000  population  of  0.3.  The  cases  were  mostly 
sporadic  and  distributed  uniformly  throughout  the  year. 
There  was  no  particular  incidence  of  the  disease  in  any  district 
or  in  any  parish. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  according  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  statistics  for  1913  only  two  administrative  Counties  in 
England  and  Wales  had  a lower  incidence  of  this  disease  than 
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Bucking'liamsliire.  No  district  in  tlie  County  had  so  high  an 
incidence  as  that  for  England  and  Wales.  The  causation  and 
methods  for  preventing  the  spread  of  this  disease  were  fully 
dealt  with  in  the  annual  report  for  1910  and  therefore  need 
not  he  repeated.  The  actual  number  of  cases  which  occurred 
in  each  district  may  be  seen  in  the  tables  on  pages  25,  26. 

The  following*  extracts  are  taken  from  the  reports  of  local 
medical  officers  of  health  : — 

Dr.  Adams  (Slough)  reports:  ‘‘The  number  of  Diplitheria  cases,  as 
will  be  seen,  fell  to  a small  figure  (7),  and  but  for  a small  outbreak  of 
a mdld  type  at  the, Royal  British  Orphan  School  would  have  been  smaller 
than  any  previous  year.  The  cases  at  this  institution  were  apparently 
due  to  one  or  more  carriers,  and  shortly  before  Christmas  the  manage- 
ment were  faced  with  a rather  difficult  problem.  A careful  examination 
of  all  the  boys’  throats  was  followed  by  the  taking  of  a number  of 
swabs,  upon  which  latent  diphtheria  organisms  were  found  in  a con- 
siderable proportion  of  cases.  The  problem  was : — Should  the  children 
be  sent  home  to  mix  with  others  in  the  Christmas  holidays  ? Eventually, 
after  careful  treatment  of  all  suspicious  throats,  each  child  was  sent 
home  with  a preparation  for  daily  use  in  the  throat,  and  an  explanatory 
warning  to  parents  or  friends.  No  evil  resulted  in  any  case  from  this 
action. 

‘‘  No  fatality  occurred  from  the  disease  during  the  year.  Antitoxin 
was  used  in  most,  if  not  all  the  cases;  and  the  Council  is  therefore 
upheld  in  pursuing  its  practice  of  providing  this  remedy  for  the  free 
use  of  persons  unable  to  afford  it.  A good  dose — and  small  doses  are 
not  so  effective  as  large  ones — may  cost  half-a-guinea,  and  many  poor 
people  might  not  be  able  to  obtain  it  from  their  own  resources.” 

Dr.  Long  (Chesham)  writes  : “ Arrangements  were  made  during  the 
year  to  treat  a case  of  diphtheria  at  home.  The  nurse,  however,  was 
not  satisfied  with  the  arrangements  and  was  supported  by  me  as 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  This  necessitated  the  opening  of  the 
isolation  hospital  and  the  procuring  of  the  services  of  another  nurse,  as 
one  of  the  children,  a baby  eleven  months  old,  was  really  seriously  ill. 
Fortunately  both  made  a good  recovery  and  no  fresh  cases  occurred. 
Each  case  was  kept  in  hospital  until  two  successive  negative  swabs  had 
been  obtained.” 


I 
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SCAELET  FEVEE. 

Out  of  520  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  during  the  year, 
two  proved  fatal.  This  fact  shows  that  the  disease  in  spite  of 
its  considerable  prevalence  has  been  of  a mild  variety,  and  the 
Medical  Officers  whose  districts  have  been  affected  refer  to 
this  fact  in  their  reports.  The  only  practicable  and  available 
methods  for  dealing  with  outbreaks  of  this  disease  were  fully 
detailed  in  the  report  for  the  year  1910.  The  actual  number 
of  cases  which  occurred  in  each  district  may  be  seen  in  the 
tables  on  pages  25,  26. 

The  rate  of  incidence  (2.3)  per  1,000  of  the  population  of  the 
County,  although  below  that  for  England  and  Wales,  is  higher 
than  that  of  no  less  than  33  other  administrative  Counties. 
Bletcliley  and  Hamhleden  are  the  two  districts  which  show 
the  highest  incidence  in  relation  to  their  population.  The 
urban  districts  and  (in  the  case  of  rural  districts)  the  parishes 
chiefly  affected  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


OUTBREAKS  OF  SCARLET  FEVER  DURING  1913. 


Urban 

N umber 
of  cases 

Attack 
rate  per 

Rural 

Number 
of  cases 
notified. 

Attack 
rate  per 

Parishes 
chiefly  affected 

Districts. 

notified. 

1,000 

Districts. 

1,000 

with  number 

population. 

population. 

of  cases. 

Bletchley 

33 

lOT 

Hamdleden 

11 

5-6 

— 

Slouo'k 

65 

4-1 

Winslow  ... 

28 

4-0  _ 

Nortli  Marston  27 

Wycombe  ... 

52 

2*5 

Eton  

96 

3-9 

f Langley 29 

! Burnham  ...  20 
1 Fainham  ...  14 

Eton  

7 

2'2 

Beaconsfield 

6 

21 

Wycombe 

58 

2-3 

i Wooburn  ...  19 
\ Booker  10 

Amersham 

45 

2-3 

The  Lee 33 

Newport 

( Woburn  Sands  6 

Pagnell 

37 

20 

1 Han  slope 5 

( Olney  5 

Aylesbury 

28 

1-7 

Aston  Clinton  ...  8 

Administrative  County,  520  cases.  Attack  rate,  2.3 
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In  connection  with  an  outbreak  of  33  cases  at  BletcJiley  Dr. 
Nicholson  says : 

“ I lam  afraid  there  was  much  carelessness  in  spite  of  what  the  San- 
itary Inspector  or  I could  do.  One  case  from  which  a great  deal  of  the 
later  trouble  arose  was  discovered  in  the  peeling  stage,  and  had  been 
running  about  the  streets  under  no  control  whatever,  the  parents  not 
having  called  in  any  doctor,  or  notified  in  any  way,  when  the  child  had 
the  early  symptoms  which  should  have  led  them  to  do  so.  The  Council 
decided  to  take  proceedings  in  this  case,  and  the  parents  were  convicted 
and  fined  at  the  Police  Court.” 

Dr.  Long  (Chesham)  states;  “ Although  Scarlet  Fever  was  prevalent 
all  round  us  during  the  year  we  only  had  two  cases  until  December  8th, 
when  things  became  much  more  serious,  12  cases  being  notified  between 
this  date  and  the  end  of  the  year.  In  my  opinion  all  this  might  have 
been  avoided  by  the  exercising  of  a little  more  care  on  the  part  of  the 
parents  of  the  child  who  was  allowed  to  go  to  school  after  the  fever  stage 
had  passed.  I do  not  think  that  they  wilfully  spread  the  disease.  It 
was,  I believe,  done  in  ignorance  of  what  the  child  was  suffering  from, 
but  it  was  admitted  that  the  child  had  had  a slight  rash  and  no  medical 
advice  was  obtained.  Had  this  precaution  been  taken  there  is  little 
doubt  in  my  mind  but  that  the  child  would  have  been  kept  at  home, 
and  what,  at  one  time,  looked  like  a very  serious  outbreak  of  the  disease, 
might  have  been  avoided.  The  disease  was  of  a very  mild  character, 
and  no  deaths  occurred.” 

Dr.  Adams  (Slough)  reports:  “The  earliest  cases  of  this  epidemic 
(65  notified  cases)  began  in  the  mild  October  days,  with  excess  of  rain 
and  no  frosts,  and  continued  through  November  and  December.  The 
manner  in  which  the  cases  occurred — in  twos  and  threes,  week  after 
week — was  typical  of  any  mild  epidemic  carried  and  spread  here  and 
there  by  very  mild  cases  which  escaped  recognition  and  isolation.  Where 
contaminated  milk  or  other  poison  is  the  cause,  a whole  mass  of  cases 
will  occur  at  once.  On  this  occasion  some  school  children  were  absent  for 
a few  days,  and  were  not  seen  by  a doctor ; on  their  return  to  school  at 
the  end  of  a week  they  no  doubt  infected  others,  some  of  whojn  were 
discovered  and  notified  and  some  were  not.  So  mild  was  the  disease 
that  there  is  really  some  excuse  for  parents  who  did  not  call  in  medical 
advice.  In  all  the  65  cases  no  fatality  occurred;  and  so  far  as  infor- 
mation goes,  there  do  not  appear  to  have  been  any  serious  consequences 
in  any  case.  Eight  instances  occurred  in  adults,  and  in  some  of  these 
the  disease  showed  rather  a more  severe  form;  but  45  of  the  65  were 
at  school  age — i.e.,  between  5 and  15  years  old.” 

Dr.  Gardner  (Amersham  B.D.)  reports:  “There  were  45  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  notified  during  the  year,  the  largest  number  in  any 
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year  since  I was  appointed  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  By  far  the 
larger  number  occurred  during  the  epidemic  at  Lee,  eleven  houses 
being  affected  and  33  cases  occurring,  from  first  to  last,  during  the 
year  at  Lee.  There  is  no  doubt  but  what  the  disease  was  contracted 
outside  the  district  and  was  of  a mild  type ; therefore  the  first  oases 
had  no  doctor,  and  had  suffered  from  the  disease  for  atleast  three  weeks 
before  the  outbreak  was  discovered  and  by  then  had  infected  other 
cases.  The  outbreak  was  not  due  to  any  unsanitary  conditions  at  Lee, 
and  the  spread  was  not  due  to  any  knowledgeable  neglect,  as  the 
damage  was  done  before  the  nature  of  the  disease  was  discovered,  and 
that  in  a great  measure  was  due  to  the  mild  type.  The  outbreak  and 
its  progress  were  most  carefully  investigated  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  besides  your  own  Officers,  and  in  each  case  infection 
was  spread  before  the  patient  had  been  isolated,  and  each  case  was 
proved  to  be  due  to  direct  infection.” 

Dr.  Vaisey  {Winslow  B.D.)  writes:  “Scarlet  Fever  affected  one 
village  (North  Marston),  and  there  were  28  ill  before  the  epidemic 
subsided.  The  first  case  was  reported  by  the  doctor  in  attendance,  and 
I found  others  in  the  village  desquamating.  London  children  had  been 
brought  down  and  there  is  no  doubt  the  disease  came  from  them,  as 
there  was  no  fever  anywhere  in  the  neighbourhood.  There  should  be 
more  care  taken  by  those  in  authority  who  send  away  children  into 
the  country.  The  examination  of  them,  if  any,  must  be  very  per- 
functory. 

“ There  is  a hue  and  cry  in  the  papers  and  magazines,  and  also  by 
public  speakers  calling  on  Rural  Authorities  to  destroy  the  so-called 
miserable  cottages  in  the  country.  Then  why  send  children  from  the 
towns  into  them,  making  matters  worse,  in  some  cases  by  overcrowding. 

“ Tliis  epidemic  began  the  latter  end  of  September  and  ended  in 
December.  The  cases  were  of  a mild  nature,  and  perhaps  that  was  the 
reason  why  people  were  not  so  careful  as  they  might  have  been. 
Cautions  and  threatenings  were  not  always  effectual,  and  though  the 
Inspector  and  I made  several  visits  a week  we  never  caught  any  delin- 
quents. It  would  want  two  Inspectors  to  parade  the  streets  all  day 
to  ensure  that  the  children  did  not  meet  each  other.  One  family  a 
rnile-and-a-half  away  from  the  village,  had  nine  children  down,  the 
mother  who  was  enceinte,  had  to  wait  on  them  and  she  contracted 
the  disease — happily  with  no  fatal  consequences. 

Speaking  of  37  cases  scattered  tlirougliout  tlie  Newport 
Pagnell  Eural  District  Dr.  White  remarks : 

“ Nearly  all  the  cases  were  very  mild  and,  consequently,  isolation 
in  cottages  was  not  easily  obtained.  It  was  not  unusual  to  find  the 
parents  ready  to  dispute  the  diagnosis,  and  in  many  cases  the  virus 
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was  obviously  very  weak.  In  November  four  cases  occurred  in  Woburn 
Sands,  two  in  one  house.  The  third  case  was  discovered  before  notifi- 
cation by  information  of  illness  being  given  by  the  parents  of  a notified 
case.  This  concealed  case  w^as  desquamating  when  found.  Two  children, 
a boy  and  a girl,  were  attending  school  from  the  house.  A case  had 
occurred  in  this  family  previously,  and  the  Council  instituted  proceedings 
and  obtained  a conviction  under  Section  3 of  Infectious  Diseases  Noti- 
fication Act,  1889. 

“ On  17th  November  a boy  returned  to  Wavendon  School  desquam- 
ating, after  three  weeks’  absence.  Another  child  in  the  family  had 
been  absent  from  school  for  four  days  from  26tli  October  suffering  from 
sore  throat,  and  was  apparently  free  from  disease  on  19th  November. 
Proceedings  were  taken  in  this,  case  and  a conviction  obtained  under 
Section  126  (2)  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and  Section  3 Infectious 
Diseases  Notification  Act,  1889.  A number  of  children  were  absent 
from  school.  I found  that  three  were  under  medical  treatment  for  n on- 
infectious  complaints,  the  others  were  suffering  from  minor  ailments. 
A leaflet  describing  the  early  symptoms  of  scarlet  fever,  and  the  legal 
penalties  for  neglect  was  printed,  and  circulated  in  the  parish  by  the 
Head  Teacher  of  the  Elementary  School.  A large  stock  of  leaflets  is 
kept  for  future  use.” 


ENTEEIC  EEYEE. 

With  regUTcl  to  enteric  fever  not  more  than  two  cases  were 
were  reported  from  any  one  district.  Altogether  19  isolated 
cases  came  under  observation  during  the  year,  and  the  only 
special  circumstances  recorded  in  connection  with  any  of  the 
cases  are  given  in  the  following  extracts  : — 

Dr.  Long  (Chesham) , reporting  to  the  District  Council  on  a 
case  of  enteric  fever,  writes : 

“ This  case  gave  rise  to  the  controversy  between  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  and  the  Amersham  Guardians,  as  to  who  was  to  be  answer- 
able  for  the  payment  made  to  the  London  Fever  Hospital  for  the  case. 
As  far  as  this  case  is  concerned  the  matter  has  been  isettled  by  each 
authority  paying  half,  but  I would  remind  you  that  no  arrangement 
has  been  come  to  with  regard  to  the  action  to  be  taken  in  any  future 
cases  that  may  arise.  I would  suggest  that  this  is  not  a matter  to  be 
pased  lightly  over.  As  the  matter  stands  at  present  I shall  not  con- 
sider myself  justified  in  opening  the  Fever  Hospital,  and  so  rendering 
you  liable  for  any  expense  for  the  maintenance  of  any  patient  who  is 
being  treated,  medically  or  otherwise,  under  the  Poor  Law.  This  means 
that  sooner  or  later  a case  will  arise  and  the  patient  will  be  left  where  he 
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iis,  perhaps  to  die,  while  the  two  authorities  are  arguing  who  is  to  pay  for 
his  treatment.  I would  recommend  that  you  at  once  approach  the  Poor 
Law  authority,  and  have  the  matter  settled  once  and  for  all  as  it  is  a 
matter  of  urgent  necessity.  While  discussing  the  matter  I think  that 
some  settlement  should  be  come  to  as  to  what  is  to  be  considered  a 
Poor  Law  case.  The  mere  fact  as  to  whether  a medical  order  has  been 
given  by  the  Relieving  Officer  is  not  sufficient,  as  I myself,  and  I expect 
the  other  Poor  Law  Medical  Officers  in  the  district,  am  constantly 
seeing  cases  in  our  districts,  with  the  understanding  that  the  order  will 
be  obtained  later,  and  it  is  quite  within  reason  to  imagine  that  such 
having  been  the  case  that  the  order  might  not  be  issued  after  the  case 
has  been  seen  and  notified.” 

Or.  Benson  (Buckingham  B.D.)  states:  “One  case  of  enteric  fever 
has  been  notified  and  this  unfortunately  proved  fatal.  In  1912,  six 
cases  were  notified  without  a death.  This  fatal  case  was  due  to  the 
man  drinking  from  a well  on  the  premises  where  four  enteric  cases  had 
occurred  the  previous  year.  The  supply  from  this  well  had  been  con- 
demned, but  unfortunately  the  well  was  not  closed.” 

PUERPEEAL  FEYEE. 

With  reg’ard  to  puerperal  fever,  six  isolated  cases  were 
reported  from  five  separate  districts,  and  no  special  circum- 
stances are  reported  except  that  one  un-notified  fatal  case 
occurred  in  the  Aylesbury  Erban  District,  but  the  medical 
attendant  did  not  know  that  notification  was  obligatory  in 
puerperal  fever  following  a miscarriage. 

CEEEBEO-SPINAL  EEYEE,  ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS, 
AND  OPHTHALMIA  NEONATOEUM. 

These  three  diseases  have  recently  been  made  compulsorily 
notifiable  by  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  There 
is  nothing  special  to  report  for  the  past  year.  A full  report 
as  to  each  disease  was  submitted  in  the  County  Medical 
Ofiicer’s  Annual  Eeport  for  1912. 

The  accompanying  table  which  has  been  compiled  from  the 
Local  Government  Board’s  report  is  interesting  as  shewing 
that  so  far  as  the  incidence  of  the  several  notifiable  epidemic 
diseases  is  concerned  the  records  of  Buckinghamshire  for  the 
years  1911,  1912  and  1913  compare  very  favourably  with  those 
of  other  Counties  in  England  and  Wales. 


35 


ATTACK  RATE  OP  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  OR  EPIDEMIC  DISEASES, 
COMPILED  FROM  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  TABLES, 

1911,  1912,  AND  1913. 

Bates  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enteric 

Fever 

Puerperal 

Fever 

Scarlet 

Fever 

j Diphtheria 

Enteric 

Fever 

Puerperal 

Fever 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

J 

Enteric  j 

Fever  ! 

Puerperal  | 

Fever  | 

Urban  Districts  

2-5 

0-5 

01 

0-01 

2-2 

03 

00 

001 

2-3 

0-4 

01 

002 

Rural  Districts 

2-2 

05 

01 

001 

21 

0-8 

0-2 

003 

2-3 

0-2 

01 

003 

AdministrativeCounty 

2-3 

0-5 

0-1 

005 

2-1 

0-6 

0-1 

0-02 

23 

0-3 

01 

003 

England  and  Wales... 

29 

1-3 

0-4 

0-1 

30 

1-2 

0-2 

006 

3-6 

1-4 

02 

0-05 

Administrative 

Counties 

(excluding  London)... 

2-9 

1-2 

0-4 

0‘0 

28 

11 

0-2 

0-05 

2-9 

1-3 

0-2 

004 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Among  non-notifiable  diseases,  measles,  whooping  cough 
and  mumps  were  very  prevalent  in  many  parts  of  the  County 
during  the  year.  The  methods  of  dealing  with  these  various 
diseases  have  been  fully  discussed  in  previous  reports.  Control 
so  far  as  is  practicable,  is  exercised  in  connection  with  the 
public  elementary  schools — seldom  with  any  conspicuous 
success,  as  the  diseases  are  under  existing  conditions  almost 
uncontrollable. 


36 


Isolation  Hospitals. 

The  problem  of  isolation  hospitals  has  been  fnlly  dealt  with 
in  the  reports  of  previous  years.  It  is  therefore  unnecessary 
to  repeat  what  has  already  been  written.  The  main  con- 
clusion, however,  is  that  if  each  sanitary  authority  provides 
and  maintains  separate  accojnmodation  for  scarlet  fever, 
diphtheria  and  enteric  fever  as  well  as  for  smallpox,  it  is  a 
costlv  svstem  and  contrary  to  the  first  principles  of  administra- 
five  economv.  Hence  the  facilities  for  combination  afforded 
under  the  Isolation  Hospitals  Act,  1893. 

SMALLPOX  ISOLATIOX  HOSPITALS. 

The  necessity  for  the  provision  of  separate  smallpox  accom- 
modation complicates  the  problem  of  isolation  hospitals.  If 
vaccination  and  re-vaccination  were  compulsory,  there  would 
be  little  need  for  such  separate  accommodation. 

In  1911  the  County  Medical  Officer  submitted  a detailed 
report  concerning*  the  existing  isolation  accommodation  for 
smallpox  in  the  County. 

Protracted  negotiations  between  the  Xorth  Bucks  Joint 
Smallpox  Hospital  Committee  and  several  authorities  led  to 
the  County  Council  holding  an  enquiry  in  March,  which  led 
to  the  voluntary  amalgamation  of  eight  districts  with  a view 
to  forming  a Joint  Hospital  Committee.  The  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Committee  are  dealing  with  the  Southern  portion 
of  the  County  during  the  current  year. 

The  following  scheme  has  been  approved  by  the  County 
Council  and  adopted  subject  to  the  questions  of  water  supply, 
additional  land,  and  extra  accommodation  being  dealt  with 
as  soon  as  possible. 

SCHEME  FOR  THE  FORMATION  OF  SMALLPOX 
HOSPITAL  JOINT  COMMITTEE. 

Title  of  Committee. — North  Bucks  Smallpox  Isolation 
Hospital  Joint  Committee. 
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Constitution  of  Committee. — To  consist  of  the  members  of 
the  respective  Councils  who  shall  be  appointed  annually  as 


follows : — 

Newport  Pagnell  R.D.C.  4 
Stratford&WolvertonR.D.C.  3 
Buckingham  R.D.C.  ...  3 

Winslow  R.D.C.  ...  ...  3 

Potterspury  R.D.C.  ...  2 


Bletchley  U.D.C.  ...  2 

Buckingham  T.C.  ...  2 

Newport  Pagnell  U.D.C.  2 

Total  21 


Quorum. — Quorum  of  Commitee  to  be  not  less  than  7. 


Reports  of  Proceedings. — To  be  submitted  to  each  ap- 
pointing Council. 


Limit  of  Expenditure. — Not  to  exceed  £250  on  any  one 
Contract  without  the  sanction  of  the  appointing  Councils. 

Contributory  Basis  : — 

Amount 

Apportion-  payable  on 
ment.  joining. 


Newport  Pagnell  R.D.C.  ...  ...  13/48  ...  . £ 

Potterspury  R.D.C,  ...  ...  ...  4/48  

Stratford  and  Wolverton  R.D.C.  ...  9/48  

Bletchley  U.D.C.  ...  ...  ...  3/48  

Newport  Pagnell  U.D.C.  ...  ...  2/48  

Buckingham  Town  Council  ...  2/48  67 

Buckingham  R.D.C.  ...  ...  9/48  302 

Winslow  R.D.C.  ...  ...  ...  6/48  201 

Pcttersbury  Capitalized  Contribution  — 112 


County  Council  to  decide  if  unable  to  agree.  Precepts  for 
expenses  to  be  issued  by  the  Committee  on  the  Councils 
concerned. 


Expenses  of  Patients. — Actual  cost  to  be  borne  by  each 
authority  in  whose  district  cases  occur,  pro  rata. 

The  Committee  was  duly  constituted,  and  steps  have  been 
taken  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  County  Council  as 
follows : — 

An  extra  acres  of  land  have  been  purchased  at  a cost  of 
£100.  Endeavours  have  been  made  to  improve  the  water 
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supply,  without  success.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  provide  the 
additional  accommodation  required,  and  plans  for  permanent 
structures  for  accommodation  of  nursing  staff  as  well  as  for 
laundry  and  mortuary  have  been  considered  during  the  current 
year.  Inquiries  have  been  made  as  to  the  possibility  of  ob- 
taining portable  buildings  at  short  notice,  and  a proposal  to 
lay  on  water  from  the  Bletchley  Urban  District  Mains  is  under 
consideration. 

Dr.  Digby  White  (Newport  Pagnell)  adds  the  following  comments; — 

“ For  practical  purposes  we  may  consider  that  the  hospital  is  intended 
to  serve  a largely  unprotected  population  of  about  67,600  persons. 

“ Vaccination,  by  which  I mean  efficient  primary  vaccination,  and 
re-vaccination,  is  an  absolutely  certain  protection  from  small-pox ; but 
apparently  the  nation  has  decided  to  neglect  it.  Consequently  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  sanitary  authorities  to  develop  isolation  as  the  remaining 
line  of  defence.  Adequate  means  of  isolation  is  a wide  term,  denoting 
much  more  than  an  empty  building  standing  in  a 4^  acre  field.  Com- 
plete organisation  is  required,  so  that  on  receipt  of  a notification  of 
small-pox  the  whole  defensive  machine  may  be  put  in  motion  immediately. 
It  must  be  recognised  that  an  outbreak  of  small-pox  is  of  necessity  ex- 
pensive, and  that  parsimony  at  the  beginning  may  mean  an  uncontrol- 
lable spread  of  infection,  causing  great  loss  of  life  and  money.  The 
sanitary  staff  should  know  exactly  the  duty  of  each  member  in  presence 
of  a case  of  small-pox ; but  it  is  quite  as  important  that  each  member 
should  know  that  he  has  power  to  perform  that  duty  immediately, 
irrespective  of  financial  considerations.  There  are  many  weak  spots  in 
the  line  of  defence  by  isolation,  and  success  depends  on  re-enforcing 
every  one  of  them  by  prompt  attention  to  the  smallest  details,  combined 
with  a certain  amount  of  luck.  To  stamp  out  a small  outbreak  a 
sanitary  authority  must  spend  a considerable  amount  of  money,  though 
a mere  fraction  of  the  cost  of  an  outbreak  allowed  to  get  beyond 
control.” 

Dr.  Stedman  (Wing  reports:  “The  Council  pays  an  annual 

retaining  fee  for  the  right  to  send  patients  suffering  from  small-pox  to 
the  Leighton  Buzzard  and  Linslade  Joint  Small-pox  Hotspital,  which 
is  situated  off  the  Stanbridge  Road,  a site  conveniently  situated  for 
the  whole  of  the  rural  district.” 

Other  Isolation  Hospitals. 

Witb  regard  to  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever  and  enteric  fever 
the  .accommodation  provided  in  the  County  is  as  a rule  in- 
adequate, and  the  whole  subject  is  being  dealt  with.  A full 
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report  of  tlie  accommodation  already  provided  was  given  in 
the  reports  for  1910  and  1911. 

Urban  Districts. 

Dr.  Turner  (Beaconsfield)  writes:  ‘‘On  several  occasions  during  the 
past  two  years  the  question  of  a conjoint  Isolation  Hospital  for  general 
infectious  diseases  has  been  discussed.  Also  the  question  of  our  com- 
bining with  Amersham  and  Cbesham  has  been  raised.  Both  these 
schemes  have  been  opposed  by  us  for  the  following  reasons : — 

“ Firstly,  our  Infectious  Hospital,  with  a small  wing  added  for  a 
second  infectious  disease,  would  be  quite  adequate  for  the  requirements 
of  the  town. 

“ Secondly,  that  it  would  be  detrimental  to  the  growth  and  prosperity 
of  the  town  to  receive  infectious  cases  into  our  hospital  from  other 
towns,  not  only  from  the  fact  of  bringing  infectious  diseases  into  the 
neighbourhood,  but  the  moral  effect  on  the  inhabitants  of  an  ambulance 
passing  through  our  midst  to  its  known  destination. 

“ Finally,  with  our  Isolation  Hospital  in  a completed  condition,  we 
shall  have  perfect  means  of  treating,  at  a moment’s  notice,  any  two 
diseases  at  the  same  time  should  emergency  demand  it. 

“ As  the  plans  of  the  New  Wing  have  been  drawn,  considered,  and 
approved  by  your  Council,  I most  earnestly  advise  the  carrying  out  of 
this  scheme,  considering  the  rapid  growth  of  your  town,  and  our  intimate 
communication  with  London  and  other  large  towns  requires  us  to  be 
thoroughly  prepared  for  any  emergency  that  might  arise  from  imported 
or  contact  cases.” 

Dr.  Nicholson  (Bletchley)  reports:  “ Isolation  in  the  homes  is  seldom 
possible  even  under  the  most  favourable  circumstances,  and  until  this 
district  is  provided  with  an  Isolation  Hospital,  outbreaks  such  as  we 
have  experienced  will  I fear  occur.  I strongly  advise  that  some  arrange- 
ment be  made  with  a neighbouring  authority  to  join  forces  with  a view 
to  building  an  isolation  hospital.” 

Dr.  Long  (Chesham)  says,  “Is  it  quite  impossible  for  you  as  a 
sanitary  authority  to  join  in  with  others  close  by  in  providing  a proper 
institution  with  a skeleton  staff,  which  can  be  added  to  as  necessity 
arises?  The  amount  of  worry  and  bother  that  would  be  saved  directly 
one  of  these  cases  made  its  appearance  is  incalculable.  What  is  re- 
quired is  a suitable  Hospital,  consisting  of  several  blocks  for  the  different 
diseases,  and  one  for  observation.  I am  well  aware  that  you  alone  cannot 
do  this  on  account  of  the  expense,  but  if  all  these  numerous  small 
isolation  hospitals  throughout  the  County  could  only  be  brought 
together,  and  so  to  speak  placed  in  one  field,  with  a nurse  matron. 
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perhaps  an  assistant  nurse  in  charge,  and  a man  and  his  wife  to  attend 
to  the  cleaning,  garden  and  ainbulance,  the  thing  would  be  accomplished. 

‘‘I  am  very  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  County  Council  is  the  body 
who  could  deal  with  this  matter,  far  better  than  any  amalgamation  of 
other  small  authorities,  but  as  they  seem  shy  of  the  matter  one  must 
look  to  the  next  best  solution  of  the  difficulty,  and  certainly  to  my  mind 
an  amalgamation  of  districts  seems  preferable  to  anything.” 

Dr.  Adams  (Slough)  reports  as  follows:  “ Naturally,  with  forty  cases 
of  scarlet  fever  in  two  months,  instances  occurred  where  the  lack  of 
an  isolation  hospital  was  severely  felt ; and  the  absence  of  any  public 
station  of  the  kind  met  with  much  adverse  comment  amongst  those 
who  felt  it. 

“The  position  of  affairs  in  this  district  is  as  follows: — A few  years 
ago  the  Local  Government  Board  made  urgent  representations  to  the 
Bucks  County  Council  upon  the  subject  of  isolation  in  the  County. 
Urged  to  take  steps,  the  County  Council  held  a local  inquiry  and  after 
two  days’  weary  thrashing  of  the  subject  and  some  months’  consideration 
of  the  evidence,  it  was  decided  by  them  that  unless  some  radical  steps 
were  taken  here,  they  would  have  to  put  forward  a compulsory  scheme. 
Meanwhile  the  Eton  Rural  and  your  Councils  had  met  and  formed  a 
joint  Committee  to  consider  the  question  of  a joint  scheme  for  the  two 
areas.  The  officers  of  the  two  councils  prepared  plans  in  considerable 
detail,  and  they  w^ere  practically  agreed  to.  It  was  held  as  a possibility 
that  the  Borough  of  Windsor  might  be  glad  to  use  the  joint  hospital 
when  erected.  The  only  question  to  be  settled  was  a technical  one 
about  the  site.  The  two  Councils  were  fully  agreed  as  to  the  land,  the 
purchase  price  was  settled,  and  the  whole  scheme  was  ready  to  be 
carried  into  execution,  when  some  legal  mind  cast  a doubt  upon  the 
availability  of  the  selected  site.  The  point  was  a purely  technical  one, 
as  to  the  legal  powders  of  one  party  to  sell  and  another  party  to  purchase ; 
and  it  only  remained  to  get  the  consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  the  transaction,  as  its  legality  rested  upon  their  sanction.  The 
County  Council  were  fully  satisfied  with  the  scheme  and  the  site  and  all 
the  arrangements ; but  then  occurred  a most  incomprehensible  delay. 
Nearly  two  years  elapsed  before  the  Local  Government  Board  gave  any 
reply  upon  the  question  referred  to  them ; and  when  their  reply  came 
it  was  a crushing  disappointment  to  those  wffio  had  really  tried  to  get 
the  scheme  effected.  It  was  not  an  absolute  negative,  but  the  reply 
raised  difficulties  which  no  one,  after  so  lengthy  a postponement,  seemed 
to  be  anxious  to  surmount.  In  fact,  the  Eton  Rural  Council  at  once 
set  to  work  upon  another  and  independent  scheme  to  amplify  and 
improve  their  existing  accommodation ; and  they  now  offer  to  take  in 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  or  of  diphtheria  from  this  urban  area  at  a charge 
of  three  guineas  per  week  per  patient.  This  offer  has  been  accepted 
by  this  Council  subject  to  some  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  terms, 
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which  appear  rather  high.  Also  it  ishould  be  a matter  of  guarantee 
that  there  shall  not  be  over-crowding  at  the  hospital,  and  that  we 
shall  have  at  least  equal  rights  to  beds  with  any  other  neighbouring 
authority  which  may  send  patients  for  treatment  to  the  same  estab- 
lishment. 

“ But  these  terms  are  not  yet  agreed  upon,  and  at  present  we  have 
no  local  means  of  hospital  isolation. 

“ Practically  all  the  recent  scarlet  fever  cases  have  been  treated 
in  their  homes,  and  the  results  have  on  the  whole  been  good.  Efficient 
and  prompt  hospital  isolation  would  no  doubt  have  prevented  some  of 
the  cases — five  in  one  house,  four  in  another,  twos  and  threes  in  others — 
and  even  in  this  mild  epidemic  a feeling  of  hopelessness  and  helplessness 
made  itself  felt  when  once  or  twice  the  mother,  the  mainstay  of  the 
house  as  well  as  the  nurse  of  the  sick,  was  herself  attacked  by  the 
disease.  If  the  epidemic  had  been  fierce  and  deadly  we  should  indeed 
have  been  in  a bad  plight. 

“ Just  a few  of  the  cases  were  sent  to  the  London  Fever  Hospital  for 
treatment ; but  they  are  only  accepted  there  privately  from  persons 
who  can  pay  personally.  This  Hospital  is  not  open  to  negotiate  with 
public  bodies. 

“ This  statement  of  the  facts  will  serve  to  show  how  bad  is  our 
position  at  this  moment,  and  how  necessary  it  is  for  the  expenditure 
of  some  of  the  ratepayers’  money  to  remedy  it. 

“ There  appear  to  be  three  courses  open — or  four.  The  first  is,  to 
rely  upon  the  Eton  Rural  District’s  hospital  at  Cippenham  for  absolutely 
necessary  isolation,  and  to  treat  the  other  cases  at  home.  This  places 
the  onus  probably  upon  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  deciding  which 
are  absolutely  necessary  cases;  and  in  these  decisions  he  is  likely  to 
give  dissatisfaction  to  many  parties.  At  any  rate,  it  is  certain  that 
the  Cippenham  Hospital  cannot  properly  accommodate  more  than  a 
strictly  limited  number  of  cases ; and  it  is  equally  certain  that  three 
guineas  a week  for  only  six  weeks  each  for  65  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
means  about  twelve  hundred  pounds  per  annum  for  a disease  which  is 
so  mild  that  no  untoward  results  occur  of  a serious  character  in  all  the 
cases.  Some  discrimination  would  have  to  be  exercised,  and  not  all  the 
cases  sent  in,  at  least  at  that  price,  when  we  know  that  a very  large 
proportion  of  them  can  be  perfectly  safely  treated  at  home.  Of  course 
it  is  not  fair  to  take  the  worst  year  of  recent  times  as  a fair  estimate 
of  cost.  The  average  total  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  per  annum 
works  out  at  about  21 ; of  diphtheria  at  about  17,  If  we  suppose  each 
scarlet  fever  case  costs  18  guineas  and  each  diphtheria  case  costs  12 
guineas,  the  annual  expenditure  will  be  rather  over  £600,  if  all  the 
cases  are  sent  in. 
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“ The  second  course  to  pursue  would  be  that  of  union  with  other 
bodies  in  a South  Bucks  (County  Council)  scheme.  We  should  have 
two  advantages  in  such  a large  scheme ; first,  all  our  cases,  even  in 
epidemics,  would  have  a better  chance  of  admission ; and  secondj  the 
accommodation  and  air-space  would  be  up  to  a proper  standard.  Sow 
far  an  annual  contribution  of  £600  would  go  towards  our  share  in  such 
a scheme  would  have  to  be  worked  out ; but  it  can  hardly  be  questioned 
that  the  larger  hospital  would  mean  better  safety  to  the  public  and  to 
the  individual  patients,  and  therefore  it  should  be  worth  more  than  the 
previously  suggested  course.  Further,  a large  hospital  of  this  sort 
would  undertake  to  isolate  and  treat  enteric — for  which  there  is  no 
room  at  Cippenham. 

“ The  third  course  that  might  be  pursued  is  our  present  one,  of 
masterly  inactivity.  It  is  the  cheapest  (at  present),  and  therefore 
gives  satisfaction  to  many;  but  it  entails  distress  to  the  unfortunate 
few,  and  is  a condition  of  public  unpreparedness  that  is  not  to  be  recom- 
mended. 

“ The  fourth  conceivable  course  would  be  to  provide  for  ourselves 
a small  hospital  on  similar  lines  to  that  put  up  by  our  neighbours  at 
Cippenham,  and  only  to  use  it  for  urgent  cases,  where  isolation  at 
home  is  impossible  or  intolerable.  £600  a year  would  go  far  in  this  way. 

“ In  all  these  remarks  I have  ignored  the  fact  that  where  patients 
or  their  parents  are  able  to  pay  they  can  be  required  to  refund  to  the 
Council  the  cost  of  their  isolation  treatment.  Very  few^  of  the  people 
concerned  in  our  recent  epidemic  could  afford  eighteen  guineas  for  the 
course  of  treatment  per  child,  and  only  a fraction  could  be  recovered. 

“ It  is  worthy  of  note  that,  in  reply  to  an  enquiry  addressed  to  him 
by  me  at  your  request,  Fr.  Hogarth,  the  County  Medical  Officer,  says 
(on  Dec.  4th,  1913)  : ‘ I am  of  opinion  that  when  the  new  block  is  com- 
pleted, there  wdll  be  satisfactory  accommodation  for  a strictly  limited 
number  of  scarlet  fever  or  diphtheria  cases  at  the  isolation  hospital  at 
Cippenham.’ 

In  any  case  it  is  high  time  that  our  policy  was  settled  upon;  and 
I shall  be  glad  to  receive  definite  instructions  as  to  the  course  which  I 
am  to  pursue.” 


Eural  Districts. 

Amersham. — This  question  has  occupied  a great  deal  of  the  time  of 
the  Council  in  trying  to  make  suitable  arrangements.  After  arranging 
and  getting  plans  for  a Hospital  for  the  district  alone,  the  question  of 
having  a joint  Hospital  for  Amersham  and  other  Districts  adjoining 
was  again  gone  into,  but  eventually  dropped,  and  it  is  now  practically 
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decided  to  build  a Hospital  on  the  site  next  to  the  Union  at  Amersham, 
but  of  a more  inexpensive  character  and  which  shall  only  be  available 
for  this  district.  The  Council  besides  this  site  recently  obtained,  rent 
a piece  of  ground  near  Amersham  Union  house  on  which  are  three  move- 
able  huts  with  equipment,  which  latter  however  is  in  a bad  state  of 
repair.  There  is  also  a tent  which  would  be  used  in  case  of  emergencies. 
This  has  not  been  used  for  many  years,  but  is  carefully  stored  and 
appears  in  good  order. 

Buckingham. — There  is  no  permanent  Isolation  Hospital  in  the 
district,  but  hospital  tents  owned  by  the  Council  are  used  when  isolation 
of  infectious  cases  is  necessary.  The  site  for  a permanent  hospital  has 
now  been  chosen  and  an  inquiry  as  to  its  suitability  was  held  on  Septem- 
ber 17th,  by  Dr.  Fletcher,  Local  Government  Board  Inspector,  who 
then  visited  the  place. 

Dr.  Bannerman  {Long  Crendon  B.D.)  reports : ‘‘  My  remarks  of  last  year 
as  to  the  difficulties  that  arise  in  attempting  isolation  in  the  cottages 
still  hold,  and  it  is  practically  impossible  to  carry  out  Isolation  and 
Disinfection  properly,  and  the  only  curious  part  is  that  more  cases  don’t 
arise  in  infected  houses.  I should  advise  that  some  arrangements  either 
with  a neighbouring  authority  be  made  for  the  reserving  of  one  or  two 
beds,  or  the  renting  of  a good  sized  cottage,  if  one  could  be  found  some- 
where near  the  centre  of  the  district,  and  keeping  it  ready  for  any 
emergency;  a nurse  can  always  be  obtained  at  a few  hours’  notice.” 
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Housing  Problem. 

This  subject  was  fully  discussed  in  the  reports  for  1909  and 
1910.  An  outline  of  the  problem  to  he  dealt  with  under  the 
Housing'  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909,  and  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Pegulations,  1910,  was  also  given. 
The  executive  work  falls  mainly  upon  the  Urban  and  Rural 
District  Councils.  However,  the  whole  problem  is  receiving 
the  serious  consideration  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Committee  during  the  current  year.  Two  tables,  facing  pages 
44  and  66  respectively,  are  herewith  submitted  for  general 
consideration. 

The  following  notes  are  extracted  verbatim  from  the  reports 
of  local  Medical  Officers  of  Health : — 

Urban  Districts. 

Aylesbury. — The  large  majority  of  the  houses  inhabited  by 
the  working  classes  are  of  modern  construction  and  their  san- 
itary condition  is  satisfactory  on  the  whole,  although  defects 
are  found,  the  most  prominent,  in  what  may  be  called  the  older 
type  of  modern  houses,  being  the  absence  of  flushing  cisterns 
to  the  closets.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  owners  of  houses  will 
see  that  it  is  to  their  advantage  to  provide  cisterns  which 
ensure  efficient  cleansing  of  the  pans  and  drains,  and  conduce 
to  the  healthiness  of  the  tenants. 

The  most  unsatisfactory  class  of  houses  are  those  inhabited 
by  the  unskilled  labourer,  whose  employment  is  intermittent, 
•and  who  cannot  aflord  to  nay  more  than  half-a-crown  or  three 
shillings  a week  rent.  These  occuny  the  old  tyne  cottages  of 
the  town,  such  as  are  met  with  in  Fisher’s  Yard  and  Fisher’s 
Court.  These  houses  are  still,  in  my  opinion,  not  fit  to  be 
inhabited,  and  are  not  canable  of  being  made  so.  The  houses 
in  Wheeler’s  Yard  have  been  done  up  by  the  new  owner,  and 
are  now  in  a much  better  condition  than  formerly.  In  Spring 
Gardens  and  Whitehall  Eow  the  houses  are  old,  and  have  little 
or  no  space  in  the  rear.  Most  of  their  defects  are  due  to  their 
age. 

In  Brook  Row  the  houses  are  small  but  of  more  recent  date 
than  those  in  the  oldest  parts  of  the  town.  At  Green  End 
there  are  some  very  old  cottages,  one  or  two  being  empty. 

The  houses  in  Garner’s  Row  and  Chapel  Row  have  received 
attention,  and  the  provision  of  sinks  with  the  tap  placed  over 
is  an  imnrovement.  The  houses  in  Prospect  Place,  Walton 
Place  and  Walton  Green  have  been  improved  in  the  same  w.ay, 
as  far  as  their  construction  will  allow.  The  same  remark 
applies  to  the  houses  in  Upper  Hundreds  and  Anchor  Lane. 


Summary  of  Returns  furnished  by  Medical  Officers  of  Health  under  the  Housing 

(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910. 
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31 

40 

164 

65 

3 

47 

15 

194 

14 

i 

8 

36 

20 

57 

2 

17 

2 

7 

20 

9 

56 

Closest  accommodation  insufiBcient  or  I 

defective  j 

135 

5 

36 

189 

59 

17 

■ 

163 

196 

2 

14 

S 

2 

8 

35 

56 

3 

8 

6 

2 

25 

112 

Water  supply  exposed  to  surface  pol-  | 

lution  I 

3 

15 

... 

3 

7 

... 

1 

1 

1 

fInsuflBcient  circulation  of  air  ..  . 

14 

... 

... 

2 

15 

49 

2 

45 

7 

4 

1 

9 

1 

5 

4 

59 

20 

2 

tlnsuSicient  ventilation 

28 

64 

1 

23 

48 

Insufficient  light  

14 

20 

15 

9 

26 

3 

15 

1 

13 

4 

2 

4 

1 

13 

Dampness  

60 

47 

171 

10 

] 

239 

i 

13 

134 

245 

2 

1 

2 

94 

12 

12 

52 

58 

9 

12 

11 

20 

120 

Dirty  by  landlord’s  default  

66 

40 

139 

60 

1 

354 

3 

68 

284 

11 

1 

57 

7 

21 

36 

13 

83 

1 

150 

Dirty  by  tenant’s  default, 

9 

21 

7 

9 

4 

15 

3 

11 

9 

1 

2 

4 

1 

75 

Dirty  by  default  of  landlord  and  lenant.. 

" 

129 

7 

2 

2 

2 

1 

15 

6 

53 

1 

1 

4 

10 

4 

44 

Insufficient  paving 

26 

9 

36 

76 

62 

13 

3 

11 

118 

46 

9 

2 

18 

3 

8 

30 

6 

3 

4 

40 

7 

13 

15 

32 

58 

Defective  methods  of  refuse  disposal... 

15 

36 

32 

83 

220 

9 

45 

7 

44 

223 

12 

89 

4 

24 

267 

19 

Internal  Defects  : 

Walls,  ceilincs.  floors,  dc.  . 

40 

36 

37 

173 

71 

50 

103 

o 

17 

140 

340 

2 

16 

36 

21 

9 

49 

66 

7 

26 

68 

6 

58 

4 

35 

60 

Defective  roofs,  gutters  and  down  pipes.. 

3C 

21 

41 

59 

13 

2 

10 

59 

109 

16 

5 

58 

3 

50 

73 

12 

5 

42 

2 

30 

6 

9 

48 

Absence  of  sinks  

45 

13 

135 

45 

96 

24 

23 

1 

40 

Overcrowding [ 

2 

10 

3 

1 

5 

Unsuilable  outbuildings  ...  | 

1 

... 

28 

36 

... 

4 

...  1 

... 

28 

No  work  done  in  Beacons- 

h,L  Bletchley,  Ches-  No  work  done  in  Benconsfield,  Eton,  The  work  done  in  Beaconsfield  and  Eton  under  the  Housing  (Inspection 

njuset  . ham,  Cton,  Binslade,  au<l  Mough,  No  work  done  in  Eton  and  Slough.  of  District)  Regulations  does  not  appear  to  be  adequate. 

Newport  Pagnell,  and 
Slough. 


Summary  of  Returns  furnished  by  Medical  Officers  of  Health  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910. 


Rural  Distriois, 
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1 
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45 
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56 

56 

388 

15 

487 

40 

93 
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79 

141 

134 

83 
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166,  . 

108 

307 

194 

8l 

9 

1 

40 

14 

1 

10 

15 

17 

2 

“ 

79 

16 

11 

5 

9 

1 

40 

14 

1 

10 

15 

17 

8 

2 

5 

g 

1 

c 

14 

1 

10 

I 

17 

12 

•2 

•- 

.2 

5 

Houses,  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 

38 

35 

32 

34 

15 

30 

44 

17 

14 

194 

13 

44 

69 

60 

351 

S: 

49 

18 

108 

38 

157 

■ 20 

105 

iS 
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Houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 

- 

c 

u 

3 

•g 

8 

.2 

3 

16 

u 

■£ 

General  Character  of  Defects: — 

Q 

Q 

Q 

Q 

Drainage  defects  

o 

6C 

2 

o 

10 

8 

93 

1 

10 

44 

*0 

s 

4 

103 

1 

45 

22 

12 

o 

10 

26 

4 

232 

5 

11 

36 

. 68 

Closest  accommodation  insufficient  I 

■s 

• 2 

or  defective  j 

S 

p. 

62 

6 

9 

a. 

9 

5 

75 

2 

17 

80 

a. 

5 

145 

40 

16 

54 

P. 

20 

6 

7 

107 

6 

42 

6 

Water  supply  eiposed  to  surface  ( 

c 

c 

a 

a 

pollution  J 

6t 

38 

ec 

_c 

58 

11 

to 

_c 

22 

79 

9 

U) 

p 

1 

4 

S3 

1 

13 

flnsnfficient  circulation  of  air  

3 

O 

3 

10 

6 

34 

3 

O 

32 

3 

31 

a 

n 

o 

20 

24 

19 

40 

tlnsufficient  ventilation 

S 

0 

-3 

Insufficient  light  

1 

■3 

10 

30 
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'C 
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9 

1 

15 

e 
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6 
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- 

11 

6 

3 

8 

62 

3 

19 

74 

26 

32 

s 

19 
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10 
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e 

B 

a 

B 

5 

4 

9 

21 

10 

'C 

"O 

15 

20 

15 

O 

42 

17 

18 

ra 

5 

a 

4 

7 

O 

12 

1 

Diity  by  default  of  landlord  & tenant 

O 

o. 

1 

*0 

a. 

1 

o. 

2 

1 

11 

21 

19 

O 

P. 

C 

6 

14 

14 

Insufficient  paving 

"D 

60 

2 

102 

1 

18 

A) 

93 

47 

9 

24 

3 

35 

123 

13 

21 

8 

34 

Defective  melliods  of  refuse  disiMjsal 

O 

o 

126 

10 

« 

15 

2 

o 

19 

77 

Internal  Defects : 

0. 

9 

Walls,  ceilings,  floors,  dc 

Defective  roofs,  gutters  & down  pipes 

1 

Q. 

O 

40 

20 

15 

2 

3 

21 

ce 

k. 

C 

3 

21 

21 

34 

32 

5 

5 

107 

13 

e» 
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44 

21 

51 

38 

4 

16 

19 

31 

rt 

Pa 

12 

3 

34 

23 

18 

2 

72 

•48 

6 

4 

29 

23 

26 

40 

2; 

izi 

Unsuitable  outbuildings  

1 . 

No  work  (lone  in  Ayles 
r fi  w v^obablt  that  thtse  htadiiujs  |,ury.  Eton,  Long  Cren- 
nve  jccn  coiiftise( . Newport  Pagnell,  No  work  done  .in  Eton  oud  Winslow. 

Wing,  Winslow  anti 
Wycombe. 


No  work  done  in  Eton  and  Winslow. 


No  work  done  in  Eton.  The  work  done  in  Long  Crendon  under  tlie  Housing 
(Inepection  of  District)  Regulations  does  not  appear  to  be  adequate. 
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Some  cottag*es  in  Bncking’liam  Road  have  been  very  much 
improved  by  the  addition  of  sinks  with  tap  over,  and  the  pro- 
vision of  wash-down  closets  and  flushing*  cisterns  instead  of 
a water  tap  placed  outside,  common  to  several  houses,  and  the 
long  hopper,  unflushed  type  of  closet.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
this  example  will  be  imitated  by  other  landlords. 

Beaconsfield. — The  housing  of  the  working  classes  still 
remains  a difficult  problem  in  rural  and  small  urban  districts, 
and  it  would  be  advantageous  to  Councils  of  such  districts  if 
the  Local  Government  Board  could  prepare  plans  for  the 
erection  of  plain  but  adequate  cottages,  that  could  he  let  at  a 
rental  not  exceeding  five  shillings  a week. 

Some  private  owners  of  cottage  property  are  continuing  to 
knock  two  into  one,  practically  taking  out  a considerable 
amount  of  interior,  and  re-constructing  with  new  material. 
This  is  a praiseworthy  undertaking,  as  it  increases  the  amount 
of  bedroom  accommodation,  which  is  a very  important  matter 
in  the  case  of  large  families. 

In  conclusion,  the  Housing  Problem  is  still  at  a standstill, 
and  although  some  cottage  property  has  been  erected  by  en- 
terprising persons,  the  rent  is  such  that,  although  within  the 
reach  of  the  artisan,  whose  numbers  are  not  very  large  or 
verv  highly  waged  in  this  neighbourhood,  is  quite  beyond  the 
pockets  of  labourers  and  general  workers  in  this  district. 

BletcJiley. — House  accommodation  is  generally  sufficient. 

The  air-space  about  houses  is  satisfactory. 

There  are  no  back-to-back  houses,  or  slums,  in  this  district. 
More  than  half  of  the  houses  in  this  district  have  been  built 
in  recent  years,  and  in  accordance  with  modern  requirements 
and  it  therefore  follows,  that  defects  in  these  are  very  few  in 
number.  There  are  however,  old  houses  possessing  rooms  of 
ample  cubical  capacity,  but  so  badly  arranged,  and  with  win- 
dows placed  at  such  low  levels,  that  efficient  ventilation  is 
impracticable.  In  certain  cases  tenants  have  been  in  occupa- 
tion for  more  than  twenty-five  years,  and  such  houses  cannot 
be  dealt  with  under  Section  15. 

Thirteen  new  houses  have  been  built,  or  were  in  course  of 
erection  during  the  year.  These  houses  are  of  the  villa,  or 
better  cottage  class,  and  no  house  commanding  a rental  of  less 
than  fi’7e  shillings  a week  has  been  constructed. 

ThichingJiam. — As  pointed  out  in  my  previous  report,  the 
work  in  this  district  is  carried  out  by  serving  in  all  cases  an 
informal  notice,  and  then,  where  necessary,  following  this  up 
^Pplyirig*  lo  fhe  Council  for  a Closing  Order.  And  it  is 
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very  satisfactory  to  note  that  so  few  Closing  Orders  have  been 
served;  for  in  the  large  majority  of  cases  the  owners  of 
property  have  complied  with  the  informal  notices,  which,  I 
should  add,  are,  where  possible,  accompanied  by  a personal 
interview.  It  is  gratifying  to  note,  too,  that  even  where 
Closing  Orders  have  been  served  it  has  not  been  found  neces- 
sary to  follow  any  of  these  up  by  demolition  orders,  for 
the  houses  in  question  have  all  been  made  habitable.  With 
regard  to  the  defects  found,  they  really  speak  for  themselves, 
being  nearly  all  of  a minor  character,  though  sufficient  to 
render  a house  almost  un-inhabitable  where  occurring  in 
quantity,  if  not  attended  to. 

Few  cases  of  overcrowding  have  occurred,  and  where  present 
have  always  been  remedied. 

Turning  to  the  question  of  ‘‘Dirty  Houses,”  and  whether 
a house  is  dirty  through  default  of  the  tenant  or  landlord,  or 
both  combined,  it  is  very  difficult  to  differentiate  in  many 
cases,  and  there  is  often  a great  deal  to  be  said  on  both  sides. 

Buckingham  is  an  old  County  Town,  and  its  houses  are  in 
the  very  large  majority  old  in  life  and  characteristics,  and 
built  before  the  existence  of  the  modern  bye-laws.  Taking  this 
fact  into  consideration,  the  housing  property  of  the  Borough 
as  a whole  is  in  very  fair  condition.  In  the  case  of  the  cottage 
property,  the  same  drawback  of  “age  ” applies,  and  it  is  seen 
especially  marked  in  the  height  of  the  rooms,  both  sitting 
rooms  and  bedrooms — a condition  which  is  more  than  difficult 
to  alter — and  means  of  course,  a lack  of  air  space,  as  com- 
pared with  the  more  modern  dwellings.  The  general  structure 
of  the  cottage  property  is  as  a rule  sound,  and  where  defects 
are  found  are  in  nearly  all  cases  easily  remedied. 

It  has  been  noted  that  there  is  very  little  over-crowding,  and 
at  the  census  return  in  1911,  the  average  number  of  persons 
per  house  worked  out  at  4.1,  a figure  which,  on  the  face  of  it, 
appears  very  satisfactory.  But  there  is  no  doubt  a demand 
in  Buckingham  for  new  houses,  and  better  accommodation,  es- 
pecially for  the  working  classes.  A new  working  man  coming 
to  the  town  has  often  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  a house,  and 
in  many  cases  as  the  family  increases  great  difficulty  is  ex- 
perienced in  finding  houses  sufficiently  large  to  healthily 
accommodate  the  same. 

During  1913,  only  one  new  house  was  erected  in  the 
Borough,  during  1912  three,  during  1911  one,  during  1910 
two,  during  1909  eleven,  during  1908  four,  during  1907  two, 
during  1906  six,  during  1905  three,  during  1904  five.  This 
gives  an  average  for  the  past  ten  years  of  3.6  houses  per  year. 
A greater  average  than  this  is  needed  to  meet  the  demand  for 
new  and  better  housing  accommodation. 


47 


During  the  year  1910,  two  new  houses  were  erected  by  the 
Urban  District  Council,  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Acts,  on  site  of  and  to  replace,  two  other  cottages 
owned  by  the  Council.  This  is  the  only  scheme  so  far  under- 
taken by  the  Council  under  these  Acts. 

For  the  remainder,  housing  inspection  by  your  officials  goes 
continually  on,  and  the  work  of  getting  defective  houses  put 
in  repair  progresses.  You  will  note  that  since  the  coming 
into  force  of  the  Act,  373  houses  have  been  inspected  in  the 
Borough,  and  from  the  subjoined  tables  you  will  gather  the 
results  of  such  inspection.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  new 
Housing  Act  has  strengthened  your  hands  as  a Sanitary 
Authority,  and  ought  to  mean  improvement  in  the  housing 
property  of  your  district. 

Chesham. — This  is  still  a very  pressing  matter  in  your 
district.  There  is  still  a shortage  of  houses  for  the  working 
classes,  and  rents  are  on  the  up-grade  in  consequence.  I am 
aware  that  you  contemplate  at  once  erecting  20  cottages  under 
the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts,  but  1 very  much 
doubt  if  this  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  demand.  It  has 
been  said  that  owing  to  the  action  which  I have  taken  in  the 
matter  private  enterprise  has  been  so  frightened  that  it 
practically  has  ceased  to  exist  in  the  district,  in  other  words 
that  by  bringing  the  matter  forward  I have  done  more  harm 
than  good,  the  builders  now  being  afraid  to  erect  cottages 
until  they  know  exactly  what  action  you  as  a Council  are 
going  to  take  in  the  matter. 

This  may  or  may  not  be,  but  the  fact  remains  that  when  I 
brought  this  matter  forward  in  my  report  for  1911  the  shortage 
of  cottages  had  then  become  marked,  and  has  since  become 
more  acute. 

There  is  still  not  a cottage  to  let  in  the  town,  and  one  is  con- 
tinually hearing  of  cottages  that  are  let  as  soon  as  building 
operations  are  commenced.  I had  brought  to  my  notice  only 
a few  weeks  back  a case  of  this  kind,  where  cottages  which 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  would  have  let  at  the  most  at 
about  6s.  a week,  were  let  at  7s.  3d.  long  before  the  buildings 
were  finished. 

With  regard  to  overcrowding,  this  still  exists,  but  it  is 
almost  useless  to  take  any  notice  of  it  unless  one  comes  across 
a very  glaring  case,  where  one  knows  that  the  people  in 
question  could  well  afford  to  pay  a much  higher  rent  for  a 
larger  house  than  they  are  at  the  time  occupying.  I am  of 
opinion  that  for  the  present  it  will  be  necessary  to  put  up  the 
twenty  houses  that  you  contemplate  building,  and  ascertain 
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what  the  result  is.  We  have  reached  the  stage  now  when  a 
4s.  6d.  or  5s.  house  would  be  welcome  in  the  district,  and 
surely  something  of  this  sort  can  be  provided,  and  the  scheme 
made  to  pay  for  itself. 

The  following  table  gives  the  amount  of  work  done  by 
your  Inspector  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  Districts) 
Hegulations  during  the  last  four  years.  It  will  be  noticed 
for  the  year  1910  nothing  was  done.  During  this  year  no 
Inspector  had  been  appointed,  and  the  work  being  quite  new 
in  this  form,  neither  myself,  as  your  Medical  Officer,  nor  your 
Inspector  quite  grasped  what  it  all  meant,  and  the  inspection 
went  on  as  usual  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

During  the  year  1911  I did  my  best  to  grapple  with  the 
difficulty,  and  during  that  year,  I myself  made  well  over  700 
inspections  of  cottages,  but  even  then  apparently  I did  not 
satisfy  the  powers  that  be,  for  during  the  year  I received  a 
complaint  from  the  Local  Government  Board  that  my  report 
did  not  contain  sufficient  detail  in  this  matter. 

Eton. — For  many  years  your  Authority  have  been  dealing 
with  this  question  with  a view  to  bringing  some  of  the  older 
dwellings  into  line  with  your  Bye-laws  and  Hegulations. 

The  main  street  en  route  from  Slough  to  Windsor  is  lined  on 
either  side  with  shops  and  private  houses.  They  are  generally 
in  good  order  and  have  ample  air  space ; some  have  large 
gardens. 

The  bye-streets  are  chiefly  composed  of  dwellings  of  the 
working  classes,  of  which  only  a few  have  been  built  in  recent 
years,  and,  excepting  some  of  the  older  ones,  have  spacious 
areas  at  their  rear.  All  have  a separate  w.c.,  flushed  from  the 
mains  of  the  Windsor  Water  Company. 

The  town  is  well  sewered,  paved  and  lighted.  From  its 
position  with  regard  to  Windsor  and  the  College,  extension 
of  boundary  in  this  area  would  be  difficult ; and  having  no 
special  reason  to  commend  such  a course,  house  accommo- 
dation for  the  artisan  may  be  considered  ample  and,  con- 
sidering their  means,  quite  suitable  for  their  requirements. 

I am  informed  by  your  Inspector  that  he  has  inspected  61 
houses  and  premises  during  the  year,  in  49  of  wffiich  he  found 
defects,  and  one  house  filthy  from  negligence  of  the  occupier, 
the  remaining  11  being  in  fairly  good  order.  The  sources  of 
defects  were  chiefly  from  insufficient  and  defective  paving  at 
the  rear  of  the  houses,  and  want  of  dust-bins  for  temporary 
storage  of  house  refuse. 
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I believe  it  is  your  intention  to  apply  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  powers  to  make  Parts  2,  3 and  4 of  the  Public 
Health  Amendment  Act , 1907,  operative  in  the  district. 
When  the  powers  are  obtained,  notices  will  be  served  upon 
the  owners  to  carry  out  the  necessary  work. 

During*  the  year  one  old  dwelling  found  to  be  unfit  for 
habitation  was  demolished  and  its  site  cleared. 

Linslade. — There  is  plenty  of  adequate  accommodation,  and 
a good  many  houses  suitable  for  the  artisan  and  working 
classes  have  been  built  in  recent  years. 

Most  of  the  houses  have  plenty  of  open  space  and  plots  of 
garden  and  clean  surroundings. 

Strict  supervision  is  exercised  by  the  Council  over  the 
erection  of  new  houses.  All  plans  are  submitted  to  them, 
and  occupation  is  only  permitted  after  the  Council  are  satisfied 
that  they  conform  to  the  Bye-laws,  and  have  efficient  sanitary 
arrangements. 

Marlow. — The  inspection  of  houses  under  £16  rental  has  now 
been  completed,  and  the  particulars  respecting  601  houses  in 
the  district  have  been  entered  up  and  filed. 

The  inspection  began  in  the  latter  part  of  1910,  and  has  been 
carried  on  since.  In  1912  it  was  suspended  for  a time,  to 
allow  of  the  houses  in  certain  streets  being  numbered,  prior 
to  their  being  entered  up  in  the  housing  register. 

Notices  to  remedy  sanitary  defects  were  served  in  respect 
of  331  of  the  601  houses  visited. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  each  notice  specifies  all  the 
defects  that  are  to  be  remedied  in  a house,  and  consequently 
that  many  of  them  have  entailed  a considerable  outlay  on  the 
part  of  the  landlords.  In  some  instances  this  had  led  to  an 
increase  of  rent  being  charged. 

As  regards  rents  for  houses  for  the  working  classes — 
speaking  generally,  it  may  be  stated  that  houses  with  three 
bedrooms  cannot  be  had  for  less  than  5s.  6d.  a week,  and  that 
for  four-roomed  houses,  i.e.,  with  two  bedrooms,  the  usual 
rent  is  4s. 

The  supply  of  cottages  is  about  equal  to  the  demand.  Of 
late,  however,  there  have  been  several  applications  for  cottages 
from  men  who  up  to  the  present  have  lived  and  worked  in 
Wycombe,  where  there  has  been  a shortage  of  supply. 
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During  the  inspection,  14  cases  of  overcrowding  were  met 
with.  It  is  difficult  to  deal  with  nuisances  of  this  character. 
The  tenants  are  unable  to  pay  higher  rents,  and  it  generally 
ends  in  arrangements  being  made  for  members  of  the  family 
to  get  sleeping  accommodation  in  neighbours’  houses. 

During  the  year  a very  satisfactory  improvement  scheme 
was  carried  out  at  Hayes’  Place,  a group  of  eight  cottages,  in 
what  might  be  termed  a congested  area. 

Insanitary  and  damp  sculleries  were  pulled  down,  cesspools 
and  privies  done  away  with,  and  replaced  by  pail  closets. 
Additional  air  space  was  provided  at  the  back  of  the  houses, 
the  brick  yard  was  paved  and  new  drains  were  provided.  In 
addition,  also,  to  the  houses  themselves  being  done  up,  three 
new  wash-houses  for  the  common  use  of  the  tenants,  were 
erected. 

During  the  year,  I represented  10  houses  as  being  so 
dangerous  and  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  Five  of  these  were  in  Haves’  Place,  alreadv  men- 
tioned ; three  in  Chapel  Street  were  promptly  closed  by  the 
landlord  and  put  into  good  repair ; and  with  regard  to  the 
other  two,  I am  able  to  report  that  they  have  both  been  made 
habitable. 

I append  a tabulated  statement  of  the  work  done  during  the 
past  and  three  previous  years. 

The  defects  mostly  met  with  were  due  to  dampness, 
defective  roofs,  plaster,  or  flooring,  dilapidated  out-houses  and 
conveniences,  defective  drainage,  want  of  cleanliness. 

Newport  Paqnell. — There  are  1,151  occupied,  and  20  vacant 
houses  in  the  district. 

There  has  been  a very  considerable  increase  in  housing 
accommodation  during  the  year. 

Seventeen  houses  building  at  the  end  of  the  year  were 
finished.  Twenty-five  new  houses  were  built,  and  seven  were 
building  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Horth  Court  has  disappeared.  Hine  dilapidated  houses  in 
the  court,  and  at  each  side  of  the  entrance  in  Mill  Street,  have 
been  demolished,  and  three  good  working  class  dwellings  were 
nearly  completed  on  the  site  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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The  new  houses  have  gardens  and  ample  air  space  round 
them. 

All  are  connected  to  the  sewers  and  water  mains,  with  one 
exception. 

All  houses  are  built  in  accordance  with  the  bye-laws,  under 
the  Surveyor’s  supervision. 

There  is  a demand  for  new  houses  from  skilled  artisans  and 
others  who  can  pay  for  them.  There  is  also  a demand  for 
houses  at  rents  less  than  3s.  a week,  but  that  is  not  an 
economic  rent  in  the  district.  The  majority  of  the  houses  in- 
spected under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regula- 
tions up-to-date  are  of  this  class.  It  is  evident  that  a con- 
siderable number  of  the  occupants  are  not  at  all  desirable 
tenants,  and  could  obtain  better  accommodation  only  at  the 
public  expense.  A very  considerable  repairs  fund  would  be 
a necessary  part  of  the  expenditure  on  a housing  scheme  for 
these  people.  The  houses  they  occupy  at  present  have  been 
extensively  repaired,  and  m^de  reasonably  fit  for  habitation. 
Many  are  old  buildings  neither  ideal  in  design  nor  situation ; 
but  no  part  of  the  town  can  be  described  as  a slum  area. 

Some  of  the  houses  in  Greenfield  Road  are  still  damp. 
Efforts  have  been  made  to  remedy  this  defect,  but  there  is 
still  room  for  much  improvement.  The  accommodation 
afforded  by  this  group  of  houses  is  required  in  the  district,  and 
an  effort  should  be  made  to  remedy  the  dampness,  which  is  a 
very  serious  defect. 

I regret  that  I am  unable  to  report  more  progress  in  the 
work  done  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regula- 
tions, 1910,  and  anticipate  a considerable  acceleration  next 
year.  A great  deal  of  house  inspection  has  been  done,  but  it 
appears  desirable  to  proceed  more  rapidly  with  the  more 
thorough  inspection  demanded  by  the  Regulations. 

The  majority  of  houses  in  the  town  are  comparatively 
modern,  and  are  in  very  good  condition  on  the  whole,  and  I 
hope  to  find  it  possible  to  complete  the  inspection  of  the  older 
houses  before  long. 

Twenty-one  houses  have  been  inspected  and  eighteen  put  in 
habitable  condition.  Very  extensive  repairs  were  necessary 
in  the  case  of  two  old  houses  in  Silver  Street.  These  repairs 
Have  been  completed  and  the  houses  occupied.  Extensive 
repairs,  external  and  internal,  have  been  secured  in  Club 
Court,  Priory  Street.  The  paving  in  front  of  Northampton 
Terrace,  Priory  Street,  is  defective,  and  a cause  of  dampness  in 
some  houses.  A promise  has  been  given  to  remedy  this  defect 
at  an  early  date. 
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All  other  defects,  with  one  important  exception,  were  rem- 
edied or  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

This  defect  is  insufficient  receptacles  for  house  refuse.  This 
subject  is  referred  to  under  the  heading  dealing  with  Scaveng- 
ing. The  following  table  gives  details  of  defects  found,  and 
the  entry  under  Refuse  Disposal  is  a reproach  to  an  Urban 
District  with  an  efficient  scavenging  stalf. 

The  houses  unfit  for  habitation  were  situated  in  Silver 
Street,  and  have  been  put  in  habitable  condition  without 
closing  orders. 

Slough. — The  total  number  of  dwellings  in  the  town  is 
something  under  3,600,  and  a large  majority  are  small  villas 
and  cottages.  Over  1,200  of  these  have  been  erected  in  the 
last  ten  or  eleven  years,  under  the  careful  administration  of 
the  Surveyor,  and  are  therefore  of  up-to-date  construction  and 
drainage,  etc. ; and  a large  proportion  of  the  rest  of  the 
dwellings  are  completely  modern,  as  the  population  of  the 
district  has  nearly  quadrupled  in  twenty-five  years.  But  there 
is  a certain  number  of  old  premises  erected  in  less  careful  times, 
when  damp-proof  courses,  and  concrete  foundations,  and 
water-tight  drains  were  not  thought  necessary. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  cottage  rents  are  high,  for  little 
places  with  three  rooms  fetch  4s.  6d.  per  week,  or  a like  rent 
is  charged  for  a tiny  four-roomed  cottage  with  no  connection 
to  either  the  town  water  supply  or  the  town  sewers.  5s. 
weekly  may  secure  a four-roomed  cottage  in  Langley  New 
Town,  with  practically  no  garden ; but  the  general  price  of 
fair-sized  cottages  is  about  6s.  6d.  to  8s.  per  week.  It  is  not 
surprising  that  a certain  amount  of  close-fitting  takes  place, 
if  not  actual  over-crowding,  where  a working  man  with  wife 
and  family  can  only  earn  perhaps  a pound  to  five-and-twenty 
shillings  a week.  He  is  bound  to  select  a cheap  dwelling,  and 
the  accommodation  will  be  scanty  within,  and  the  open  space 
will  be  the  minimum. 

With  the  object — among  others — of  improving  the  homes 
of  the  poor,  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc..  Act  of  1909 
was  passed,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  under  the  powers  and 
instructions  given  under  that  Act,  has  started  a systematic 
inspection  from  house  to  house  in  the  district.  His  attention 
was  first  directed  by  me  to  the  older  parts  of  the  Slough  High 
Street,  and  he  then  inspected  Park  Street  and  Church  Street, 
and  passed  on  to  Langley  New  Town  and  certain  parts  of 
Chalvey.  Although  his  course  has  been  perhaps  erratic  it  will 
be  his  duty  to  visit  every  house  in  turn,  and  to  place  on  record 
his  reports  as  to  accommodation,  condition,  drainage,  etc. 
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During  the  year  he  has  reported  upon  185  dwellings,  and 
definite  over-crowding  was  found  in  five  instances  only. 
These  were  remedied,  at  least  for  the  time,  on  his  drawing 
attention  to  the  matter. 

No  premises  were  considered  by  me  to  be  sufficiently  hope- 
less or  dangerous  as  to  demand  closure.  Five  or  six  very 
small  isolated  properties  there  are  which  are  of  poverty- 
stricken  type,  but  if  simply  kept  clean  they  are  not  insanitary, 
and  from  their  position  they  do  no  harm  to  the  public.  For 
very  poor  and  friendless  folk  they  provide  warmth  and  shelter, 
and  the  people  who  live  in  them  will  want  looking  after 
wherever  they  are.  Under  the  fairly  frequent  visitations  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  these  places  may  certainly  serve  their 
purpose  for  a few  more  years. 

In  the  town  itself  no  really  serious  cases  of  defect  were 
found — as  indeed  I had  anticipated.  The  careful  supervision 
of  our  former  Sanitary  Inspector  had  removed  or  improved  all 
such  danger-spots,  and  what  remains  as  defective  under  the 
enquiries  of  this  new  Act  is  minor  in  degree  for  the  most  part. 

Dampness  was  reported  in  twenty  instances ; but  several  of 
these  cases  were  not  considerable,  and  only  a few  were  due 
to  structural  defects.  Probably  damp  is  the  greatest  enemy 
in  human  dwellings ; if  second  to  anything,  it  is  second  to 
sewer  gas ; and  these  two  defects  run  close  by,  and  made  more 
deadly  by,  the  evil  of  the  shut  window.  In  any  case  where 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  damp  walls  from  lack  of  damp- 
proof  courses  and  proper  foundations,  that  house  in  my  judg- 
ment is  unfit  for  human  habitation.  The  insidious  influence 
of  such  _ dwellings  shows  itself  in  tuberculosis,  diphtheria, 
rheumatism,  catarrhs,  general  lack  of  tone,  and  premature 
decay. 

Defects  of  drainage,  if  chronic,  do  not  seem  so  deadly;  the 
human  system  appears  to  become  hardened  to  doses  constantly 
inhaled.  But  none  the  less  they  are  undesirable,  and  are 
pronaptly  dealt  with  when  found.  This  type  of  defect — in- 
cluding W.C.,  defects — was  present  in  one  case  in  every  six 
dwellings;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  after  the  first 
month  or  two  the  Inspector  selected  the  poorest  and  least  well- 
reputed  dwellings  for  his  visits.  To  prove  this  it  is  only 
necessary  to  note  that  forty-four  houses  (about  one  in  four  of 
those  examined)  were  wholly  or  partially  described  as 
‘‘  dirty. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  necessary  to  enforce  the  require- 
ments for  remedies  under  this  Act,  as  in  most  cases  the  owners 
or  occupiers  carried  out,  or  are  carrying  out,  the  necessary 
work. 
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The  building  of  dwellings  has  been  in  recent  years  a con- 
siderable means  of  employment,  as  the  district  is  one  which 
has  rapidly  increased  in  size.  From  January,  1903,  to  Decem- 
ber 1912,  there  were  1,076  houses  passed  for  erection.  But 

1912  showed  a great  falling  oh,  only  21  dwellings  being 
erected  instead  of  the  usual  average  of  about  a hundred.  In 

1913  the  number  passed  for  erection  was  again  far  below  recent 
averages,  there  being  only  28.  The  number  of  empty  houses 
in  the  town  is  not  excessive,  but  perhaps  the  vacancies  are 
proportionately  more  frequent  in  houses  over  F50  rental  than 
those  under.  For  good  class  cottages  and  moderate-sized 
villas  there  seems  to  be  a steady  demand. 

High  Wycombe. — During  the  year,  189  complaints  of 
nuisances  were  dealt  with,  and  301  were  abated  without  any 
complaints  being  received. 

Over  1,700  inspections  have  been  carried  out  for  various 
purposes.  19  over-crowdings  have  been  abated.  93  dirty 
houses  cleansed,  and  181  house  defects  remedied. 

These  latter  are  very  various,  and  consist  of  defective  gut- 
tering, dampness  of  walls,  defective  floors  and  stairs,  badly 
paved  yards,  defective  windows  and  ceilings,  etc. 

These  figures  are  independent  of  the  inspections  under  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc..  Act. 

Such  defects  as  dirty  walls,  ceilings,  etc.,  are  always 
cropping  up,  and  I recently  visited  one  of  the  poorest  quarters 
which  had  been  inspected  and  subsequently  put  into  fairly 
good  condition,  and  I found  them  badly  needing  attention 
again.  To  keep  the  inside  of  such  property  in  a good  con- 
dition is  next  to  impossible,  for  many  of  the  inhabitants  of 
such  are  of  dirty  habits,  and  the  place  is  very  soon  as  bad 
again. 

I think  the  most  difficult  task  we  have  to  deal  with  is  that 
of  overcrowding,  what  to  do  with  some  of  the  cases  is  a real 
problem,  and  though  19  cases  have  been  abated,  many  more 
have  had  to  be  passed  by,  as  the  ways  and  means  will  not  allow 
of  larger  houses. 

With  very  few  exceptions,  the  houses  of  the  Borough  are 
generally  well  supplied  with  air-space,  and  are  weather-proof. 
The  windows  are  made  to  open  and  there  is  full  ventilation, 
and  they  are  fit  to  live  in.  On  studying  Table  I.,  summary  of 
work  under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc..  Act,  the  char- 
acter of  the  usual  defects  found  will  be  seen. 

Practically  all  these  defects  can  be  remedied,  and  the 
majority  are  remedied,  but  the  damp  walls  are  the  most  diffi- 
cult to  deal  with,  especially  when  the  ground  floor  is  involved, 
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but  many  of  the  upper  walls  are  damp  through  defective 
guttering,  remedy  that,  and  the  evil  is  cured,  but  where  the 
ground  floor  walls  are  damp  from  the  want  of  a ‘“^damp-proof 
course,”  the  remedy  is  difficult  to  obtain  as  the  expense  is 
great.  Nothing  but  constant  inspection  and  subsequent 
worrying  of  tenant  and  owner  will  ever  get  the  inside  condition 
up  to  standard,  and  who  to  exactly  blame  is  a difficult 
question  to  decide.  I have  dealt  with  this  question  thoroughly 
in  several  of  my  Annual  Reports,  and  my  views  on  the  subject 
of  landlord  and  tenant  must  be  well  known. 

Under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc..  Act,  183  houses 
were  inspected  and  records  filed.  The  total  number  examined 
of  which  records  are  kept  is  454. 

When  you  consider  that  each  house  is  inspected  from  top  to 
bottom,  yards  and  outbuildings,  rooms  measured  and  facts 
noted  as  to  condition  of  roof,  spouting,  walls,  windows,  floors, 
damp-proof  courses,  and  number  of  occupants,  number  of 
rooms,  overcrowding,  lighting,  ventilation,  wmter  supply,  etc., 
you  will  see  what  an  enormous  undertaking,  and  what  a long 
time  it  will  be  before  your  Boron o-h  is  inspected  and  recorded, 
in  fact  unless  you  appoint  an  official  to  carry  out  this  work 
specially,  I doubt  if  it  will  ever  be  completed,  as  all  the  Council 
know  the  other  duties  that  have  to  be  carried  on  at  the  same 
time. 

Plans  were  passed  for  57  new  houses,  which  are  erected  or 
in  course  of  erection. 

A scheme  has  been  adopted  and  plans  accepted  for  the 
erection  of  50  workmen’s  dwellings  by  the  Corporation,  which 
will  materially  lessen  any  shortage  of  houses  in  the  district. 
The  work  has  not  yet  been  started,  and  some  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  as  to  the  allocation  of  the  site  or  sites.-  I hope  the 
work  will  soon  be  proceeded  with. 

Rural  Districts. 

Amersham. — This  is  a very  serious  question  in  the  district, 
especially  with  regard  to  the  poorer  classes.  The  situation 
is  coming  more  acute  every  day.  Not  only  have  many  cottages 
for  the  working  classes  been  converted  into  week-end  resi- 
dences for  people  living  in  the  towns,  but  during  the  last  few 
years  it  is  remarkable  how  many  farm  houses  in  the  district 
have  been  converted  into  private  residences  for  well-to-do 
people.  During  the  year  this  question  has  been  frequently 
considered,  and  more  particularly  in  the  Amersham  parish, 
where,  if  possible,  the  need  for  more  accommodation  for  the 
working  classes  is  most  pressing.  One  of  the  great  difficulties 
which  presented  itself  to  the  Amersham  representatives,  was 
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the  fact,  that  owing  to  the  enhanced  value  of  the  land,  caused 
by  developments  during  recent  years,  it  was  almost  impossible 
to  obtain  land  in  a suitable  situation  at  a reasonable  price ; at 
the  end  of  the  year  the  matter  was  receiving  every  attention,  it 
being  recognised  of  the  utmost  urgency  and  importance.  During 
the  year  148  houses  have  been  built : cottages  at  a rental  of  £16 
and  under  number  67,  and  houses  over  £16  rental  number  81. 
In  no  part  of  the  district  is  there  a sufficiency  of  housing 
accommodation,  and  there  is  a good  deal  of  overcrowding, 
only  four  notices  for  this  were  served — as  if  people  are  evicted, 
there  is  nowhere  for  them  to  go  to,  and  therefore  serving 
of  notices  is  not  only  harsh  but  futile.  All  the  houses  have 
been  built  in  accordance  with  the  Bye-laws  approved^  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  but  in  my  opinion  the  time  has 
come  for  these  Bye-laws  to  be  amended  especially  with  regard 
to  drainage.  The  Buildings  Committee  have  insisted  on 
plenty  of  open  space  being  provided  about  the  houses,  and 
there  is  not  much  difficulty  about  this  owing  to  the  rural 
nature  of  the  district.  There  are  only  a few  cases  of  houses 
being  built  in  double  rows  and  none  of  these  are  of  recent 
origin.  All  plans  have  to  be  submitted  to  and  approved  by 
the  Council’s  Buildings  Committee  and  are  built  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  the  Council’s  surveyor.  It  is  proposed 
that  Housing  Schemes  should  be  undertaken  in  the  several 
sub-districts,  and  work  in  this  direction  has  been  going  on  in 
Amersham,  but  owing  to  the  land  difficulty,  the  scheme  has 
not  matured  yet. 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  made  2,011 
house  inspections,  somewhat  fewer  than  the  previous  year,  but 
this  was  due  to  the  severe  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  at  the  Lee 
which,  for  some  weeks,  claimed  most  of  his  attention,  as  the 
distance  from  Amersham  to  the  infected  houses  was  consider- 
able. In  four  cases  overcrowding  was  abated,  and  103  cases 
of  defects  of  houses  remedied.  Once  more  I should  like  to 
draw  attention  to  the  difficulties  of  making  a house-to-house 
inspection  in  such  a widely  scattered  district,  as  where  defects 
are  found  several  visits  are  necessary  to  see  that  the  orders  are 
complied  with  and  this  means  the  covering  of  many  miles. 

Aylesbury. — One  hundred  and  twenty-three  houses  have  been 
inspected.  (This  does  not  include  repeat  visits). 

Sixty-eight  houses  were  found  unfit  for  habitation ; sixty- 
two  houses  were  remedied  and  put  into  habitable  repair,  with- 
out orders,  upon  receipt  of  notice ; two  houses  were  demolished 
voluntarily. 

Taking  the  district  as  a whole,  I may  say  it  is  well  supplied 
with  cottages,  and  quite  a number  of  the  older  ones  with  a 
little  expense  can  be  put  into  habitable  repair.  A number  of 
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cottages  which  from  external  appearances  look  as  probable 
cases  to  come  under  the  above  Act,  are  found  on  further  ex- 
amination to  be  quite  clean  and  comfortable. 

New  houses  are  being  built  all  over  the  district. 

There  are  many  excellent  landlords  who  own  cottages 
throughout  the  district,  and  who  always  keep  them  in  good 
repair. 

Buchingham. — 10  new  buildings  have  been  erected  during 
the  year.  The  six  houses  erected  by  your  Council  at  Twyford 
have  been  completed  after  some  long  delay  and  they  are  now 
all  occupied. 

In  all  cases  where  defects  were  found  reports  respecting 
such  properties  in  the  form  of  preliminary  notices  were  served 
on  the  owners,  and  requests  were  made  for  having  the  neces- 
sary structural  works  carried  out. 

The  general  defects  discovered  were  defective  or  nonexisting 
drains,  defective  or  insufficient  yard  pavement,  dampness, 
defective  roofs,  eave  gutters  and  rain  water  butts,  and  bad 
ventilation. 

In  all  81  written  reports  were  sent  to  owners  respecting 
properties  inspected. 

Where  nuisances  were  found  to  exist  through  default  of  the 
tenant,  immediate  steps  were  taken  to  have  same  abated  with- 
out delay. 

Many  improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  cottage 
property  during  the  past  year,  and  in  no  case  was  it  found 
necessary  to  serve  a statutory  notice,  as  the  owners  were  found 
willing  to  put  their  property  into  good  repair  as  soon  as  the 
defects  had  been  reported  to  them. 

The  past  year  has  been  rather  an  eventful  one  in  the  history 
of  your  Council.  For  the  first  time  cottages  have  been  built 
for  the  working  classes  in  the  district  by  your  Council.  These 
cottages,  six  in  number,  were  erected  at  Twyford  at  a cost  of 
(including  the  building,  land,  legal  and  other  charges), 
£964  13s.  8d.  Structurally,  they  are  plain  red  brick  buildings 
with  slate  roofs.  Each  cottage  contains  a good  living  room, 
scullery  (containing  sink,  copper  and  stove),  larder,  stores 
(under  stairs),  three  bedrooms,  the  usual  out-offices,  water 
laid  on  to  premises,  and  a good  garden,  and  are  let  at  4s.  per 
week  rental. 

Eton. — The  planning  and  erection  of  buildings  in  the 
district  have  been  for  many  years  under  the  supervision  of 
your  Authority,  and  your  regulations  pointing  out  the  im- 
portance of  hygienic  principles  and  free  ventilation  to  each 
room  strictly  enforced. 
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At  tlie  end  of  the  year  your  district  contained  5,620  houses, 
including  127  built  during  the  year.  Of  this  number  about 
3,550  are  tenanted  by  the  working  class;  the  remaining  2,070 
being  shops  and  residences  of  a superior  description.  In  the 
four  years  1910-1913,  455  new  dwellings  were  erected,  many 
of  them  of  a superior  class.  All  the  more  modern  dwellings 
have  not  less  than  three  bedrooms,  and  all  rooms  have  a 
minimum  height  of  8 feet. 

To  many  of  the  old  dwellings  which  are  generally  con- 
venient and  comfortable,  additions  and  improvements  have 
been  made  with  a view  of  meeting  your  building  regulations. 
A few  of  the  older  ones  have  been  demolished,  and  to  others 
sanitary  measures  adopted,  so  that  all  may  be  considered 
suitable  to  present  occupiers. 

Of  the  5,620  houses  referred  to,  no  less  than  3,150  of  them 
are  supplied  with  domestic  water  from  Companies’  mains,  116 
new  connections  having  been  made  during  the  year ; and  the 
remaining  2,470  derive  their  supply  from  surface  wells. 

All  dwellings  have  now  a separate  w.c.,  or  e.c.,  and  the 
former  where  practicable  are  flushed  from  water  mains,  and 
where  this  method  cannot  be  effected  flushing  is  done  by  hand. 

I am  informed  by  your  Inspectors  that  during  the  year  21 
new  w.c.’s  to  old  buildings  have  been  erected,  and  many  of 
them  in  the  vicinity  of  water  mains,  flushed  from  them ; and 
16  old  ones  repaired  and  in  part  renewed  and  ventilated ; and 
that  69  old  drains  and  cesspools  have  been  repaired  and 
efficiently  ventilated. 

There  is  no  insufficiency  of  house  accommodation  in  the 
district. 

Hamhleden. — On  the  larger  estates  in  the  district  the 
labourers  are  well  housed,  many  of  the  cottages  being  model 
in  every  respect.  In  some  of  the  villages  and  on  some  farms 
the  cottages  are  old  but  in  a fair  state  of  preservation.  I have 
come  across  no  cases  of  overcrowding  nor  does  there  appear 
to  be  a shortage  in  the  number  of  workmen’s  dwellings.  The 
pooulation  of  the  district  between  1901  and  1911  fell  consider- 
ably and  I cannot  see  at  present  any  tendency  to  an  increase. 

Long  Crcndon. — During  the  year  83  houses  were  inspected 
under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909,  details 
recorded  and  filed. 

The  general  defects  found  were  generally  of  a minor  nature 
and  were  mostly  sneedily  put  right ; such  defects  as  defective 
guttering  and  roofs,  want  of  sufficient  ventilation,  dampness 
of  walls  due  to  defective  roofs.  The  general  condition  of  the 
property  inspected  is  poor  and  the  whole  situation  bristles 
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with  difficulties.  The  cases  of  overcrowding  that  are  dis- 
covered are  generally  quite  unavoidable  and  admit  of  no 
remedy.  There  is  either  no  larger  house  to  be  acquired  or 
there  is  not  sufficient  income  to  pay  the  extra  rent,  if  a larger 
house  can  be  obtained.  One  has  to  rest  content  in  endeavour- 
ing to  get  one  person  to  sleep  downstairs  or  advise  that  the 
window  should  be  kept  open  at  night  so  as  to  admit  as  much 
fresh  air  as  possible.  As  regards  the  plans  and  construction 
of  the  houses  themselves,  I am  glad  houses  and  cottages  are 
not  built  like  it  to-day.  They  are  generally  badly  designed, 
lighted  and  ventilated,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  sleeping 
accommodation  is  most  unsatisfactory,  frequently  the  rooms 
practically  being  in  communication  with  each  other.  The 
cost  of  remedying  by  structural  alteration  many  of  the  bad 
conditions,  is  prohibitive  to  the  small  landlords. 

No  closing  orders  were  made  for  the  year.  Many  of  the 
cottages  at  Shabbington  have  been  put  into  a thorough  water* 
proof  condition. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  makes  every  endeavour  to  get 
landlords  to  provide  earth  closets  and  do  away  with  the  old 
cesspit  system. 

Newport  Pagnell. — The  L.  & N.W.  Railway  Carriage  Works 
at  Wolverton  have  afforded  plenty  of  employment  during  the 
year,  and  the  population  has  increased  more  rapidly  than  house 
accommodation.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  about 
eighty-three  vacant  houses  in  the  district.  Few  of  the 
working-class  houses  vacant  are  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  habitation.  Ninteen  new  working-class  dwellings  have 
been  built  in  the  following  parishes  : — Olney,  7 ; Hanslope,  1 ; 
Cold  Brayfield,  2;  Sherington,  1;  Bradwell,  4;  Chicheley,  4. 

Two  were  building  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  houses  in 
Chicheley  were  financed  by  loan  from  the  Lands  Commission- 
ers, and  being  exempt  from  the  bye-laws,  were  erected  and 
occupied  without  reference  to  the  Sanitary  Authority.  The 
other  new  houses  comply  with  the  bye-laws. 

3,285  general  house  inspections  have  been  made,  1,662  in 
the  Olney  division,  1,623  in  the  Bradwell  division. 

242  houses  have  been  put  in  habitable  repair,  and  115  dirty 
houses  have  been  cleansed ; 80  and  64  in  the  Olney  division, 
162  and  51  in  the  Bradwell  division. 

Increased  accommodation  is  required  in  Hanslope,  Lavendon 
and  Castlethorpe.  Improved  accommodation  is  required  in 
Great  Brickhill,  Bow  Brickhill,  Great  Linford,  Moulsoe, 
Newton  Longville,  Wavendon,  Chicheley,  Lavendon,  Haver- 
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sham,  North  Crawley,  Sherington,  Castlethorpe,  Loughton, 
Water  Eaton,  Ne^^ton  Blossomville,  Ravenstone,  Olney,  Stoke 
Goldington  and  Weston  Underwood . 

The  standard  adopted  is  bedroom  air  space  of  300  cubic  feet 
for  persons  over  12  years  of  age,  and  150  cubic  feet  for  child- 
ren under  12  years. 

Cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  found  in  the  following 
parishes ; — 
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In  Lavendon  repairs  found  necessary  during  the  1912  in- 
spections were  making  little  progress,  and  the  records  being 
out  of  date,  forty-three  re-inspections  were  made.  Forty-three 
informal  notices  were  served,  and  thirty-one  legal  notices 
were  found  necessary  at  a later  date.  In  nineteen  houses  the 
work  required  was  completed,  and  in  progress  in  18,  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  In  four,  repairs  were  promised  but  nothing  has 
been  done,  and  in  two  the  question  is  deferred  on  account  of 
illness  and  poverty  of  the  owner. 

In  Great  Linford  seventeen  houses  have  been  repaired,  and 
two  closed  voluntarily.  A number  of  re-inspections  have  been 
made  and  the  necessary  repairs  discussed  with  the  owner,  and 
I anticipate  progress  next  year. 

The  procedure  under  Section  17,  and  the  Housing  (Inspec- 
tion of  District)  Regulations  has  been  altered.  The  Inspec- 
tors have  attempted  to  obtain  remedial  action  by  informal 
notices  to,  and  personal  interview  with,  owners  of  defective 
houses  before  service  of  legal  notices  or  representations  to  the 
Council  with  a view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders.  This 
arrangement  has  been  fairly  successful,  certainly  more  so  than 
the  method  adopted  last  year. 

Particulars  are  entered  in  the  Record  Book  of  date  of 
tenancy,  rents,  number  of  rooms,  number  of  occupants  (child- 
ren and  adults),  and  structural  defects,  in  addition  to  the  in- 
formation required  by  the  Regulations. 
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430  primary  inspections  liave  been  made:  Olney,  153; 
Sherington,  82;  Lavendon,  56;  Oiney  Park,  3;  Newton  Long- 
ville,  110;  Longbton,  24;  Water  Eaton,  2. 

The  inspections  in  Lavendon  complete  the  records  for  the 
parish.  Remedial  work  is  very  slow  in  this  locality.  Con- 
tracts are  given  to  local  men,  who  appear  to  carry  them  ont  in 
their  spare  time.  Builders  doing  more  extensive  business  do 
not  appear  to  be  attracted  to  the  parish.  The  general  con- 
dition of  this  village  was  discussed  in  the  annual  report  for 
the  year  1912. 

In  Oiney  the  necessity  for  ascertaining  the  condition  of 
house  drains  before  connection  to  the  new  sewers  made  it  con- 
venient to  inspect  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations.  The  defects  found  were  mainly  drainage  and 
closet  conditions.  Houses  in  this  parish  are  good  on  the 
whole.  There  were  703  occupied,  and  4 vacant  houses  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  Not  more  than  35  can  be  considered  in  bad 
condition.  These  are  chiefly  in  courts  in  which  considerable 
improvements  have  been  made  during  the  last  few  years. 

Defects  have  been  remedied  in  forty-flve  houses  found 
defective  this  year. 

In  BerriPs  Court  four  houses  were  closed  in  1912  and  four 
this  year.  Your  officers  met  the  owner,  a builder  who  had 
bought  the  property  recently,  and  discussed  the  question  of 
repairs  with  him.  We  were  able  to  convince  him  that  it  was 
not  possible  to  make  eight  habitable  houses  out  of  the  block, 
and  he  accepted  the  suggestion  that  the  Inspector  should  give 
him  details  of  the  improvements  required  to  make  reasonably 
habitable  houses  out  of  the  buildings  on  the  site.  Three 
houses  were  demolished  to  obtain  through  ventilation,  and  free 
circulation  of  air  externally.  One  was  repaired  and  altered, 
and  four  were  reduced  to  two,  providing  three  good  houses, 
dry,  well  lighted,  sufficiently  ventilated,  and  provided  with 
sculleries,  water  closets,  and  modern  drainage.  They  are 
occupied  at  a weekly  rental  of  3s.  6d.  This  case  is  an  ex- 
ample of  the  advantage  of  an  interview  with  a man  who  is 
really  anxious  to  know  the  Council’s  requirements.  A few 
minutes  conversation  effected  more  than  many  letters  and 
notices  would  have  done,  and  the  work  was  carried  out  under 
your  Inspector’s  supervision  with  a very  satisfactory  absence 
of  friction.  Unfortunately  I was  not  able  to  persuade  the 
owner  to  make  one  large  living  room  out  of  two  small  rooms. 
The  result  is  that,  as  usual,  the  best  room  in  the  house  is 
seldom  or  never  used. 

Sherington  has  been  inspected  under  the  Regulations  for 
the  same  reason  as  in  Oiney.  The  inspection  was  not  completed 
at  the  end  of  the  year;  but  all  defects  found  have  been 
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remedied  in  nineteen  houses  and  partially  remedied  in  four- 
teen. Housing  conditions  in  this  parish  vary  considerably. 
There  are  some  very  good  houses  with  gardens,  let  for  2s.  to 
4s.  a week  and  some  very  bad  houses,  hardly  worth  repairs, 
let  at  Is  6d.  a week  including  gardens. 

The  whole  parish  of  Olney  Park,  that  is,  three  houses,  has 
been  inspected.  The  Inspector  has  seen  the  estate  agent  and 
I expect  defects  will  be  remedied  next  year.  Attention  was 
drawn  to  this  parish  by  a case  of  scarlet  fever  in  a house  so 
defective  that  it  was  considered  advisable  to  deal  with  it 
under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act. 

The  whole  parish  of  Newton  Longville  has  been  inspected. 
Conditions  are  very  variable.  There  are  some  very  good  new 
brick  houses,  some  very  bad  old  brick  and  timber,  and  mud 
and  stud  houses.  Some  of  the  latter  are  very  picturesque 
viewed  from  the  outside,  but  are  damp,  ill-lighted,  ill-ven- 
tilated, and  devoid  of  domestic  convenience.  New  drains  and 
closets  were  provided  for  some  of  these  houses  three  years  ago. 
Seven  are  considered  unfit  for  habitation,  and  three  others 
are  very  nearly,  if  not  quite,  in  the  same  condition.  Defects 
have  been  remedied  in  twenty-one  houses,  including  abolition 
of  thirteen  pit  privies,  and  provision  of  drains  to  twelve  houses. 
Sixteen  houses  in  bad  condition  are  not  remedied.  Rents 
vary  from  Is.  6d.  to  5s.  a week.  The  inhabitants  are  chiefly 
agricultural  labourers  and  labourers  employed  by  the  L.  & 
N.W.  Railway  Company,  and  by  the  Newton  Longville  Brick 
Company. 

The  geological  formation  is  generally  pockets  of  glacial 
drift  on  Oxford  clay.  Contours  admit  of  good  drainage. 

Early  in  the  year  five  cottages  in  Loughton  were  inspected 
and  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation.  The  landlord  was  advised 
that  the  houses  were  not  worth  the  expenditure  necessary  to 
make  them  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation,  and 
he  closed  three  of  them  voluntarily.  Closing  Orders  were  not 
made  in  respect  to  the  remaining  two  as  there  was  no  alter- 
native accommodation  in  the  parish. 

In  July  and  August  seven  applications  for  cottages  in 
Loughton  were  made  to  your  Council,  and  in  January,  1914, 
another  followed.  A committee  was  appointed  to  consider 
the  subject.  The  housing  conditions  of  the  whole  district 
were  discussed,  and  it  was  decided  to  build  eight  houses  in 
the  parish  of  Loughton. 

A provisional  agreement  was  entered  into  for  the  purchase 
of  an  acre  of  land  on  the  Bradwell  Road  at  the  price  of  £100 
nett  to  the  vendor,  possession  to  be  given  after  25th  March, 
1914.  A competition  was^  opened  for  designs  and  specifica- 
tions, and  a very  good  entry  for  houses  in  blocks  of  two  was 
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selected.  Tenders  were  invited  for  the  erection  of  eight 
houses  according  to  the  selected  design  and  specifications,  and 
one  of  £1,300  was  accepted,  subject  to  sanction  by  the  Local 
Government  Board.  The  new  houses  can  be  let  at  a rent  of 
3s.  6d.  a week  exclusive  of  rates  which  are  estimated  to 
amount  to  6d.  a week.  Seven  of  the  applicants  have  signed 
a statement  of  intention  to  occupy  the  houses  at  this  rent ; one 
refused  to  sign. 

Application  for  sanction  to  the  loan  of  £1,510  has  been  made 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  an  enquiry  is  expected 
early  in  1914. 

The  assessable  value  of  the  parish  is  £9,933.  Id.  in  the£ 

Poor  Pate  raises  £41  Ts.  9d.  The  total  rates  for  this  year 

amount  to  3s.  (Sd.  in  the  £. 

It  is  proposed  that  any  deficit  which  may  arise  in  connection 
with  the  housing  scheme  should  be  made  a charge  on  the 
parish. 

Sixteen  houses  in  this  parish  have  been  inspected  under  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulation,  and  seven  were 
considered  unfit  for  habitation.  Three  have  been  closed.  De- 
fects in  seven  houses  have  been  remedied.  The  inspection  will 
be  completed  before  the  Local  Government  Board  Inquiry. 
Rents  vary  from  Is.  6d.  to  5s.  a week  The  rent  of  the 

proposed  houses  is  beyond  the  means  of  an  agricultural 

labourer,  and  it  does  not  appear  possible  for  your  Council  to 
provide  him  with  a g’ood  house  at  an  economic  rent.  In 
villager  near  Wolverton  he  is  crowded  out  by  better  paid  ar- 
tisans employed  in  the  Railway  Carriage  Works  who  occupy 
the  best  houses. 

In  Willen  agricultural  labourers  employed  on  the  estate 
have  good  houses  reserved  for  them  at  a rent  of  6d.  a week. 

In  Broughton,  before  the  Tyringham  estate  was  broken  up, 
agricultural  labourers  had  very  good  houses  for  5s.  a month. 
The  rent  of  these  cottages  is  now  2s.  6d.  a week. 

In  Cold  Brayfield,  where  the  housing  conditions  have  been 
greatly  improved  during  the  last  two  years,  very  good  houses 
are  let  at  nominal  rents. 

Four  good  houses  w^ere  built  in  Milton  Keynes  in  1912  by 
the  lord  of  the  Manor,  at  a cost  of  £700  and  let  to  agricultural 
labourers  at  Is.  9d.  a week. 

The  housing  conditions  in  Ravenstone,  an  almost  purely 
agricultural  village,  were  considered  in  the  annual  report  for 
the  year  1912. 

In  the  small  hamlet  of  Warrington  agricultural  labourers 
have  sufficient  house  accommodation. 
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In  Water  Eaton  two  cottages  occupied  by  farm  labourers 
were  inspected  and  found  in  bad  condition.  The  defects  have 
been  remedied. 

Stratford  and  Wolverton. — With  tbe  exception  of  some  of 
the  older  properties  in  Stony  Stratford  and  the  Railway  Com- 
pany’s houses  at  Wolverton,  the  housing  accommodation  of 
the  district  is  particularly  good.  In  Wolverton  a considerable 
number  of  the  householders  (with  the  assistance  of  the  local 
Building  Societies)  have  become  freeholders,  and  many  of  the 
houses  are  fitted  up  with  bath  rooms  and  up-to-date  sanitary 
appliances.  As  to  sufficiency  it  must  be  remembered  that  in 
Wolverton  the  demand  for  houses  varies  with  the  amount  of 
new  work  which  the  Railway  Company  have  in  hand  at  any 
particular  time,  wffiich  is  of  course  a somewhat  uncertain 
quantity,  and  any  reduction  of  hands  by  the  Company  would 
mean  a considerable  number  of  empty  houses.  There  appears 
to  be  very  little  overcrowding  in  the  district  judging  by  the 
very  few  cases  which  are  either  reported  or  discovered  in  the 
course  of  inspection.  During  the  year  34  new  buildings  were 
erected  in  this  district,  including  27  cottages,  and  there  are 
several  other  dwelling  houses  in  course  of  construction.  The 
building  byelaws  in  force  in  the  district  are  considered  to  be 
somewhat  stringent,  and  I understand  that  the  Council  propose 
to  revise  them  as  soon  as  the  Committee  appointed  to  go  into 
the  matter  have  had  time  to  consider  the  evidence  and  present 
a report.  So  far  as  the  administration  of  the  Act  is  concerned 
I think  it  must  be  admitted  that  with  the  amount  of  legal 
training  which  Inspectors  can  reasonably  be  expected  to  have 
had  it  must  have  taken  some  time  for  them  to  become  properly 
acquainted  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act  and  their  powers 
and  duties  under  the  different  sections ; indeed  it  would  appear 
that  an  over  zealous  official  might  easily  secure  the  closing 
and  demolition  of  cottages  which  by  ordinary  general  repairs 
could  be  rendered  fit  for  habitation.  This  district,  although 
rural  in  name,^  is  for  the  most  part  strictly  urban  in  character, 
consisting  as  it  practically  does  of  two  towns,  the  one  with  a 
much  larger  population  than  some  urban  districts.  Conse- 
quently a considerable  number  of  the  houses,  although 
occupied  by  the  working  classes,  are  above  the  rental  specified 
in  section  14,  and  section  15  cannot  apparently  be  applied  to 
them.  A further  difficulty  is  introduced  in  the  case  of  a house 
which  (although  let  at  a rental  not  exceeding  .£16)  was 
occupied  by  the  present  tenant  before  the  passing  of  the  Act. 
Again,  every  Inspector  must  experience  considerable  difficulty 
in  deciding  when  a house  is  or  is  not  fit  for  habitation,  and  it 
is  more  than  probable  that  no  two  Inspectors  would  agree  in 
drawing*  the  line  of  demarcation.  While  the  Act  does  un- 
doubtedly help  the  Local  Authority  to  improve  the  condition 
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of  the  houses  in  their  district,  it  imposes  no  legal  obligation 
on  the  tenant  to  keep  the  house  clean,  and  although,  happily, 
there  are  few  such  cases  in  this  district,  there  are  some  people 
who  apparently  have  a dread  of  anything  clean  and  sanitary. 
At  the  present  time  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  necessity 
for  the  Council  to  undertake  any  Housing  Scheme,  the 
Hadcliffe  Trustees,  who  own  most  of  the  land  available  for 
building  purposes,  being  ready  to  lay  out  new  streets  when 
satisfied  that  there  is  a real  demand  for  more  houses. 

Wing. — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
and  Town  Planning  Act,  108  houses  were  inspected,  mainly  in 
the  parishes  of  Cheddington,  Pitstone  and  Marsworth. 

One  dilapidated  old  cottage  at  Wing  was  closed  voluntarily 
by  the  owner;  it  has  now  been  repaired  and  re-occupied. 

Forty-two  were  found  to  have  sanitary  defects,  chiefly  those 
of  dampness,  defective  drainage  or  bad  condition  of  back 
yards. 

Before  serving  formal  notices,  the  owner  of  the  property  is 
almost  always  met  on  the  spot,  the  defects  pointed  out,  and 
a request  made  to  remedy. 

Dampness  in  old  cottages  is  almost  impossible  to  remove 
entirely  as  they  were  built  without  damp-proof  courses.  In 
some  cases  the  ground  at  the  back  is  3 or  4 feet  higher  than 
in  front. 

Six  damp  houses  have  been  remedied  during  the  year,  five 
defective  drains  re-laid,  and  six  back  yards  put  into  good  con- 
dition. The  sanitary  conveniences  to  the  above  houses  had 
previously  received  attention. 

Winslow. — (Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report). — During  the  past 
year  the  work  of  inspection  under  the  Act,  previous  to  and 
since  my  permanent  appointment  in  March  last,  has  had  more 
special  attention  than  hitherto;  307  houses  have  been 
inspected. 

In  the  district  eleven  dilapidated  cottages  have  been  closed 
and  eight  demolished,  and  seven  cottages  built  in  place  thereof. 
One  dilapidated  house  made  habitable,  nine  others  have  been 
built.  Two  dilapidated  cottages  have  been  closed  and  arran- 
gements made  by  the  owner  to  have  same  demolished.  “ 

In  cases,  which  are  chiefly  in  the  villages  where  defects  have 
been  found,  the  owners  or  agents  have  been  written  to  asking 
them  to  have  the  defects  remedied,  some  of  these  received 
immediate  attention  and  the  various  works  put  in  hand,  others 
have  given  undertakings  to  do  so ; failures  in  such  cases  will 
be  reported  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  with  a request  for  a 
Statutory  TsTotice  to  be  served  for  the  remedying  of  the  defects. 
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Only  in  two  cases,  where  the  owners  would  not  give 
an  undertaking  to  remedy  the  defects,  formal  notices  were 
served,  and  the  defects  were  remedied  immediately. 

In  many  cases  tenants  have  been  in  occupation  for  many 
years,  which  renders  few  houses  which  can  be  dealt  with  under 
Section  15. 

In  Winslow,  many  houses  are  of  modern  construction ; most 
of  the  others  have  from  time  to  time  been  put  into  substantial 
repair,  with  up-to-date  drainage,  and  in  most  cases  connected 
with  the  new  sewer. 

Wycombe. — In  the  tabular  statement  appended  is  given  a 
record  of  the  work  carried  out  since  the  Regulations  came  into 
force.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  inspections  in  1913 
falls  considerably  short  of  those  in  the  two  previous  years. 
This  is  partly  due  to  a change  of  Inspectors  in  I'lo.  2 district, 
Mr.  Simcox  having  resigned  his  post  as  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Mr.  E.  Chapman,  A.R.S.I.,  took  over  the  duties  in  August. 
Another  reason  for  the  reductions  in  original  inspections  is  the 
large  amount  of  time  occupied  in  the  work  of  re-inspection 
to  see  that  notices  for  remedying  defects  have  been  complied 
with.  These  re-inspections  frequently  necessitate  several 
visits  to  the  same  property. 

In  my  last  report  I mentioned  that  application  had  been 
made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  to  borrow  a sum  of 
£2,600  for  the  purchase  of  land  and  the  erection  of  working- 
class  dwellings  at  Stokenchurch. 

The  Enquiry  on  this  application  was  held  on  May  15th  by 
W.  H.  Collin,  Esq.,  and  the  consent  of  the  Board  was 
obtained.  Twelve  cottages  are  being  put  up  on  a site  of  four 
acres,  and  are  ranidly  approaching  completion.  The  cost  of 
each  cottage,  exclusive  of  land,  etc.,  is  £175,  and  the  proposed 
rent  is  to  be  4s.  6d.  a week. 

Petitions  have  been  received  during  the  vear  from  inhabit- 
ants of  the  hamlet  of  Beacons  Bottom  ("Parish  of  Stoken- 
church), and  from  the  Parish  of  West  Wycombe  for  more 
housing  accommodation. 

I visited  Beacons  Bottom  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
satisfied  myself  that  there  was  a shortage  of  cottages  in  this 
locality,  and  that  about  half-a-dozen  new  ones  should  be  pro- 
vided. Your  Council,  on  my  report,  appointed  a Committee 
to  hold  a further  enquiry  on  the  spot,  and  they  came  to  a 
similar  conclusion  The  matter  is  still  under  consideration. 
A Committee  of  your  Council  also  held  an  enquirv  at  West 
Wycombe,  but  postponed  coming  to  a definite  decision  until 
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they  should  have  before  them  the  results  of  the  inspection  of 
the  parish  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regu- 
lations, 1910,  which  is  now  proceeding,  had  been  obtained. 

In  No.  1 District  there  has  been  an  increased  demand  for 
cottages  of  late  years,- by  men  working  in  Wycombe  Borough. 
This  is  no  doubt  due  to  a shortage  in  the  Borough  and  the  lower 
rents  in  the  Rural  Districts. 

From  the  reports  I have  received  from  my  Inspector  and 
from  my  own  observation  I am  of  opinion  that  if  there  were 
more  workmen’s  houses  provided  outside  the  Borough  they 
would  be  at  once  occupied.  But  I cannot  advise  your  Council 
to  embark  on  Housing  Schemes  for  this  locality  until  we  see 
what  effect  the  proposed  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Scheme 
for  the  Borough — if  ultimately  carried  out — will  have  on  the 
demand.  Further,  it  would  be  well  to  wait  and  see  what  in- 
fluence the  present  disastrous  strike  may  have  on  general  em- 
ployment. Of  late  years  there  has  been  a great  boom  and 
full  time  employment  in  the  chair  trade  in  Wycombe  and 
the  surrounding  villages.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  this 
briskness  will  continue  when  work  has  been  resumed. 

At  present  it  is  generally  reported  that  a number  of  chair- 
makers  have  left  the  locality  to  seek  work  elsewhere.  If  this 
is  so,  the  shortage  of  houses  will,  of  course,  be  less  felt. 

In  No.  II.  District  there  is  an  undoubted  shortage  in  the 
parish  of  Princes  Risborough,  and  cottages  are  required  here 
and  there  over  the  district.  The  County  Council,  or  the 
District  Council,  might  with  advantage,  put  up  cottages  for 
their  own  employees  in  different  parishes.  A good  cottage, 
built  here  and  there  for  a roadman  and  his  family,  would  be 
a good  object  lesson  for  the  rest  of  the  district. 

The  Surveyor  informs  me  that  42  workmen’s  cottages  have 
been  built  in  the  rural  district  during  the  past  year.  These 
include  20  at  Stokenchurch,  and  in  these  latter  are  counted 
the  12  erected  by  your  Council.  The  others  are  distributed 
generally  over  the  district. 

As  far  as  I am  able  to  judge,  in  addition  of  about  80  or  100 
workmen’s  cottages  would  meet  all  the  present  requirements 
of  the  district. 

Two  cases  of  overcrowding  were  met  with  in  No.  II.  dis- 
trict, and  none  in  No.  I.  Notices  to  have  the  nuisances  abated 
have  been  served. 
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Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  following*  notes  are  intended  to  give  a brief  summary  of 
the  various  local  systems  of  drainage  and  sewerage  throughout 
the  County.  Important  alterations  or  additions  to  the  existing 
arrangements  made  during  1913  are  also  given. 

Urban  Districts. 

Aylesbury.  Main  drainage  and  sewerage  system.  The  treatment  of 
sewage  consists  in  screening,  deposition,  filtration  by  bacterial  beds  made 
of  coke  breeze  and  irrigation  over  land.  The  analyses  of  the  effluent  are 
satisfactory.  Additional  land  is  required  for  irrigation  and  the  Council 
are  taking  steps  to  acquire  it. 

Beaconsfield. — Incomplete  drainage  and  sewerage  system ; irrigation 
over  land.  Many  cottages  are  not  connected,  having  their  own  cesspits. 
Other  cottages  are  without  w.c.’s,  the  pail  system  still  being  in  use. 
Some  of  the  cesspits  are  unsatisfactory,  being  badly  constructed  or 
used  for  the  reception  of  water  from  roofs,  etc.  The  contents  of  the 
cesspools  are  carried  by  the  sewage  van  to  neighbouring  farms. 

Bletchley. — With  the  exception  of  a portion  of  the  village  of  Bletchley 
the  whole  district  is  now  most  efficiently  sewered  on  modern  lines. 
The  sewerage  is  purified  by  means  of  an  up-to-date  bacteriological  system, 
and  the  effluent  from  the  works  which  enters  the  river  is  free  from 
traces  of  pollution. 

Buckingham. — Complete  drainage  and  sewerage  system  for  the  town ; 
irrigation  over  land.  Owing  to  the  complete  breakdown  of  the  old 
pumps,  two  sets  of  “three-throw  ram  pumps”  have  been  installed. 
Two  modern  oil  engines  have  also  been  fixed.  In  Gawcott,  Lenborough, 
and  Bourton  pail  closets  and  middens  are  used,  and  the  contents  are 
dug  into  the  ground  with  satisfactory  results  In  Gawcott  weekly 
scavenging  takes  place, 

Chesham. — Main  drainage  and  sewerage  system.  The  sewers  have 
been  relaid  in  several  roads,  earthenware  being  replaced  by  iron  pipes. 
At  the  farm  the  sewage  is  treated  with  lime  and  carried  on  to  the  land. 
A fair  effluent  is  obtained.  The  house  drains  are  in  a fairly  satisfactory 
condition. 

Eton. — Main  drainage  and  sewerage  system;  all  w.c.’s  have  flushing 
cisterns. 

Linslade. — Main  drainage  and  sewerage  system.  The  sewage  is 
disposed  of  by  settlement  tanks,  filtration  beds,  and  irrigation  over 
land.  The  system  works  well  and  gives  a good  effluent.  The  sewage 
farm  (formerly  let  to  a tenant)  is  now  retained  by  the  Council,  and  the 
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treatment  of  a much  larger  quantity  of  sewage  by  irrigation  on  the  land 
is  now  possible.  The  filtration  beds  are  not  in  such  constant  use,  and  are 
therefore  more  easily  kept  clean. 

Marlow. — There  is  no  main  drainage  or  sewerage  system.  Sixty 
houses  are  provided  with  earth  closets,  which  are  emptied  twice  a week ; 
the  remaining  houses  have  water  closets  and  cesspools  or  privies. 
Scavenging  is  undertaken  by  the  Council’s  men,  the  material  being 
treated  on  a specially  prepared  site  well  away  from  the  inhabited  portion 
of  the  town.  Dry  earth  is  provided  for  the  pail  closets.  The  work  is 
supervised  by  the  Surveyor. 

Newport  Pagnell. — Main  drainage  and  sewerage  system,  broad  irriga- 
tion over  land ; the  use  of  precipitation  and  septic  tanks  has  apparently 
been  discarded. 

Slough. — Main  drainage  and  sewerage  system.  The  district  is  drained 
on  the  separate  system,  the  sewerage  gravitating  to  the  pumping  station 
at  Chalvey.  The  surface  water  sewers  convey  their  contents  to  the 
streams  of  Datchet,  Salt  Hill,  Windsor  Road  and  Chalvey — thence  the 
surface  water  reaches  the  Thames.  At  the  pumping  Station  there  are 
duplicate  engines  capable  of  pumping  48  and  50  gallons  respectively  per 
revolution,  and  the  most  effective  speed  is  17  revolutions  per  minute. 
There  is  also  a centrifugal  engine  for  dealing  with  sludge.  The  heat 
is  obtained  by  Meldrum  furnaces,  in  which  the  opportunity  is  utilised 
of  consuming  the  most  suitable  of  the  house  refuse  in  the  town.  From 
the  pumping  station  the  sewage — ^averaging  some  three  million  gallons 
per  week — is  delivered  to  the  sewage  farm  of  65  acres  at  Dorney. 

Wycombe. — Main  drainage  and  sev/erage  system,  except  for  the 
district  known  as  the  Marsh.  The  sewage  disposal  works  are  well 
managed,  and  are  carried  out  by  means  of  ‘‘  bacteria  beds  ” and  partly 
by  land  filtration.  The  effluent  is  satisfactory. 

Rural  Districts. 

Amersham.  The  system  of  excrement  disposal  varies.  Houses  which 
are  not  connected  to  any  main  drainage  system  make  use  of  (1)  w.c.’s 
and  cesspool  drainage  ; (2)  midden  privies  ; or  (3)  pail  closets. 

At  Amersham  the  main  drainage  system  and  septic  tanks  work  well. 
A great  many  houses  have  been  connected  during  the  year.  There  is 
a public  scavenger  who  looks  after  the  sewage  farm,  and  a public  tip 
is  provided  for  the  deposit  of  old  tins  and  such  like  rubbish. 

Chalfont  St.  Peter  has  main  drainage  for  that  portion  of  the  Latchmore 
Estate  which  is  in  the  parish,  the  septic  tanks  and  filter  beds  being 
actually  situated  in  Chalfont  St.  Peter.  The  system  works  extremely 
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well  although  some  unavoidable  smell  arises  when  the  beds  are  being 
cleaned  out.  Public  scavenging  is  undertaken  and  a night-soil  cart  is 
available.  The  majority  of  the  houses  are  drained  by  private  cesspools. 

The  existing  drainage  at  Great  Missenden  is  not  satisfactory.  A 
night-soil  cart  is  provided  and  public  scavenging  is  also  done. 

BucJdngham. — During  the  past  year  a large  amount  of  important  and 
necessary  work  in  connection  with  the  sewering  of  the  district  has  been 
successfully  carried  out.  Privy  middens  are  being  steadily  replaced  by 
pail  closets,  and  water  closets  are  also  being  constructed  when  the  water 
supply  will  permit.  The  dry-earth  pail  closet  system  is  principally  in 
use  in  the  district,  but  there  are  also  water  closets  with  automatic 
flushing  arrangements. 

Bton. — ^Cesspools  are  in  general  use  throughout  the  district.  There 
are  main  drainage  and  sewerage  systems  at  Burnham  and  Tver,  while 
new  works  at  Gerrards  Cross  are  nearly  completed.  In  seven  parishes 
the  cesspools  are  emptied  by  contractors  under  the  supervision  of  the 
sanitary  inspectors.  In  the  remaining  11  parishes  there  is  no  such 
supervision,  the  w'ork  being  carried  out  by  the  responsible  persons  when 
they  think  necessary 

Hamhleden. — ^There  are  no  public  systems  of  sewerage  in  the  district. 
The  isewage  is  either  run  into  cesspools,  or  slops  are  thrown  on  gardens. 
The  isystem  of  excrement  disposal  in  vogue  is  that  of  privy  or  earth 
closets.  The  privies  have  either  fixed  or  moveable  receptacles.  Except 
in  the  village  of  Hamhleden,  where  there  is  a system  of  scavenging 
organised  by  the  landlord,  the  scavenging  of  sanitary  conveniences  and 
of  house  refuse  is  done  by  occupiers. 

Long  Crendon. — The  villages  of  BrilL  Chilton,  Long  Crendon,  Shah- 
hington  and  Worminghall  are  sewered.  The  sewage  is  treated  by  broad 
irrigation.  The  sewering  of  Brill  is  nearing  completion  ; the  greater 
part  of  the  village  will  he  sewered  and  connected  up.  The  method 
adopted  for  the  disposal  of  this  sewage  is  by  septic  tanks  and  filtration. 
The  remaining  villages  are  not  sewered  ; the  sewage  is  run  into  cesspools, 
or  the  house  slops  are  thrown  on  to  gardens.  The  system  of  excrement 
disposal  in  vogue  is  the  privy  system,  either  with  fixed  or  moveable 
receptacles.  There  is  no  public  scavenging  of  privy  contents  or  house 
refuse  except  in  the  schools. 

Newport  Pagnell. — ^The  Olney  and  Sherington  main  drainage  and 
sewage  disposal  systems  have  been  completed. 

Tiio  Wohurn  Sands  main  drainage  and  disposal  system  nas  uorkeJ 
satisfactorily  during  the  year. 


The  New  Bradwell  main  drainage  and  sewage  farm  have  worked  well. 
The  drainage  and  sewerage  of  Great  Brickhill  are  extremely  unsatis- 
factory. Improvement  of  house  drainage  makes  steady  progress, 

Stratford  and  Wolverton. — In  Stratford,  Wolverton,  and  Calverton  St. 
St.  Mary  the  drainage  and  sewerage  is  satisfactory.  The  other  portion 
of  Calverton  .situated  in  the  more  rural  part  of  the  district  and  consisting 
of  isolated  houisese  and  cottages  has  no  regular  system  of  drainage.  Con- 
dition of  sewers  and  house  drains  good.  The  Wolverton  .sewage  works  are 
situated  at  a conisiderably  lower  level  than  the  town  and  the  sewage  gra,v- 
itates  to  them.  The  treatment  is  on  biological  lines,  consisting  of  screen- 
ing chambers,  settlement  tanks,  graded  filters  and  land  beds.  A uniform- 
ly good  effluent  has  been  obtained  and  no  complaint  of  nuisacne  from  the 
works  was  received  during  the  year.  In  Stratford  the  method  is  the 
same,  but  the  whole  of  the  sewage  has  to  be  lifted  before  treatment. 

Wing. — At  Wing  the  sewage  is  disposed  of  in  two  portions,  the  greater 
portion  being  treated  by  septic  tanks,  and  then  passes  through  filter 
beds  near  the  Vicarage  lane. 

The  other  portion  of  the  sewage  passes  through  a tank,  where  the 
solids  are  arrested. 

At  Cheddington  a broad  irrigation  scheme  has  recently  been  carried 
out. 


The  other  villages  dispose  of  their  sewage  by  the  pail  system,  and  it 
is  removed  at  intervals.  The  system  proves  satisfactory  for  these 
hamlets. 
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Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  of  all  the  urban  districts  appears  to  be 
plentiful  and  of  excellent  quality.  A few  houses  in  Aylesbury, 
Marlow,  Newport  Pagnell,  Slough,  and  Wycombe  still  obtain 
their  water  from  shallow  wells. 

Most  of  the  villages  in  the  rural  districts  of  Amersham, 
Aylesbury  and  Eton  appear  to  be  fortunate  in  having  a good 
supply  wdiilst  most  of  the  villages  in  the  Newport  Pagnell, 
Wing,  and  Winslow  areas  are  particularly  unfortunate.  Every 
year,  however,  brings  improvement  in  the  Newport  Pagnell 
P.D.  In  outlying  villages,  the  water  supply  is  generally 
derived  from  rain  water  tanks,  shallow  wells,  or  from  obviously 
contaminated  sources. 

The  following  notes  collected  from  the  reports  of  the  district 
Medical  Officers  give  a brief  summary  of  the  water  supply  in 
the  various  districts  : — 

Erban  Districts. 

Aylesbury. — ^The  town  is  supplied  with  la  constant  service  of  pure  and 
abundant  water  from  the  mains  of  the  Chiltern  Hills  Spring  Water 
Company.  A few  houses  are  still  supplied  from  wells. 

Beacons  field. — The  water  supply  is  derived  from  the  Amersham, 
Beaconsfield  and  District  Water  Company.  Nearly  all  the  houses  are 
supphed  by  the  Company,  very  few  wells  being  now  in  existence. 

Bletchley. — ^The  water  is  obtained  from  a well  which  is  sunk  at  Sand- 
house  to  a depth  of  about  170  feet  in  the  lower  green  sandstone 
formation.  As  the  source  from  which  the  water  is  obtained  is  capped 
by  a bed  of  clay,  pollution  is  rendered  practically  impossible.  The 
maximum  yield  of  the  well  is  about  10,000  gallons  per  hour  or  a quarter 
of  a million  gallons  per  day. 

Buckingham. — Dr.  Pemberton  reports:  “ In  the  early  part  of  the 
year  there  was  a good  deal  of  trouble  with  the  larger  of  the  two  pumps, 
as  the  water  was  always  cloudy  owing  to  oolite  clay,  in  spite  of  the 
“ shelling  out  ” which  was  done  last  year.  Mr.  H.  C.  Potter,  of  London, 
was  consulted,  and  on  his  advice,  the  pump  was  lowered  to  the  bottom 
of  the  bore-hole,  so  as  to  create  as  much  suction  as  possible  with  con- 
tinuous pumping,  in  the  hope  of  clearing  the  water  fissures  in  the 
strata  of  this  oolite  clay  deposit.  This  had  to  be  continued  for  some 
weeks  before  the  desired  result  was  obtained,  but  the  pump  has  now 
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been  raised  to  its  former  position,  and  tlie  supply  is  now  fairly  clear, 
and  able  to  be  used  regularly  in  the  reservoir.  The  little  pump  has 
given  no  trouble.  The  supply  still  continues  from  Akeley  wells  and 
also  from  the  Gawcott  water. 

Chesham.  The  town  is  supplied  almost  in  its  entirity  from  the  District 
Council’s  pumping  stations.  The  supply  is  plentiful  and  the  quality 
good.  It  is  obtained  from  the  green  sand  about  400  feet  below  the 
surface,  and  pumped  into  two  reservoirs  situated  one  at  the  top  of 
Hivings  Hill,  the  other  behind  the  pumping  station  from  which  the 
greater  part  of  the  town  is  supplied  by  gravitation. 

Eton. — All  the  houses  in  the  district  now  draw  their  supply  from  the 
mains  of  the  Windsor  Corporation. 

Linslade. — The  water  supply  is  from  a deep  well,  and  is  pumped  to 
the  top  of  an  adjoining  hill  and  circulated  by  gravitation.  There  is  a 
plentiful  supply,  and  the  water  as  shown  by  analysis  is  very  pure  and 
contains  nothing  injurious  to  health. 

Marlow. — The  whole  of  the  district,  with  the  exception  of  some  100 
or  so  of  houses,  is  supplied  by  the  Marlow  Water  Company.  The  water 
is  derived  from  deep  borings  sunk  350  feet  in  the  chalk,  and  the  works 
are  well  protected  against  any  danger  of  pollution.  The  water  is  hard, 
but  palatable  and  of  excellent  quality.  A few  houses  have  shallow  wells 
whose  proximity  to  neighbouring  cesspools  render  them  liable  to 
pollution.  Experience  has  shown  that  however  suspicious  the  surround- 
ings of  these  wells  may  be,  analyses  of  samples  taken  with  a view  of 
demonstrating  pollution  prior  to  making  application  to  have  the  wells 
closed  down  have  not  been  very  successful. 

Newport  Fagnell. — No  changes  in  the  water  supply  have  been  made. 

Slough. — During  1912  the  water  supply  of  the  town  became  a municipal 
property  after  some  years  of  negotiations.  It  consists  of  deep  wells  at 
Datchet,  just  outside  the  S.E  extremity  of  the  urban  district,  from 
which  the  water  is  pumped  to  a reservoir  at  Stoke  Green,  about  half-a- 
mile  north  of  the  northern  border.  Thence  it  is  delivered  by  constant 
high  pressure  service  to  practically  the  whole  urban  area  and  neighbour- 
hood. 

Wycomhe. — The  water  supply  is  pure  though  somewhat  hard.  It  is 
derived  from  deep  wells  and  is  pumped  to  a reservoir  on  Amersham  Hill, 
whence  the  town  is  supplied.  Twenty-five  gallons  per  day  per  head  are 
allowed.  The  supply  is  constant. 
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Rural  Districts. 

A mersham. — The  Amersham,  Beaconsfield  and  Dist.  Water  Co.  supplies 
Amersharti,  Chesham  Bois,  Chalfont  St.  Giles,  Fenn  and  Coleshill.  The 
Riekmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Co.,  supplies  Chalfont  St.  Peter  and  Great 
Missenden,  and  the  Great  Berkhamp stead  Water  Co.,  supplies  Ashley 
Green,  Lye  Green  and  Ley  Hill.  Theise  three  Companies  supply  water  of 
the  same  character,  being  of  great  purity  and  unlikely  to  become  con- 
taminated as  it  is  drawn  from  a considerable  depth  in  the  chalk  strata. 
The  water  possesses  a large  degree  of  hardness,  chiefly  temporary,  but 
organic  contaminating  matter  is  absent,  neither  does  the  water  possess 
any  lead  solvent.  There  are  some  deep'  wells  in  use  in  the  district  which 
supply  water  of  the  same  character. 

Aylesbury. — The  district  is  well  supplied  with  water  partly  from  the 
Chiltern  Hills  Water  Company  and  partly  from  spring  wells  from  sur- 
rounding hills.  The  water  supplies  have  been  well  maintained  during 
the  year. 

Buckingham. — ^The  district  obtains  its  water  supplies  principally  from 
wells,  but  twelve  villages  have  supplies  under  the  direct  control  of  the 
Council.  These  supplies  are  good  and  well  protected  from  pollution. 

Eton. — Parts  of  the  district  are  supplied  by  the  Riekmansworth, 
Slough,  Burnham,  Windsor,  or  the  Amersham  Water  Companies.  There 
are  no  maims  at  Boveney  or  Hedgerley,  and  no  connections  have  yet  been 
made  at  Forney  although  mains  were  laid  in  the  village  in  1896. 

Hamhleden. — The  water  supply  of  the  district  is  derived  either  from 
deep  wells  in  the  chalk,  or  from  rain  water  tanks.  There  is  a public 
deep  well  350  feet  deep  at  the  village  of  Pawley  and  a public  artesian 
well  in  the  village  of  Hamhleden.  There  are  also  two  public  spring  wells 
used  for  drinking  purposes  at  Frieth. 

Long  Crendon. — The  water  supply  is  derived  from  springs,  wells  and 
rain  water  tanks.  Several  samples  have  been  analysed  and  found 
suitable.  The  water  supply  to  Brill  is  considered  unsatisfactory,  but 
when  the  new  drainage  scheme  is  completed  and  the  houses  are  all 
connected  up,  the  quality  will  gradually  improve.  Horton  is  supplied 
from  a spring  of  good  quality,  the  water  being  conveyed  in  pipes  to  a 
stand  pipe. 

Newport  Pagnell. — Dr.  White  reports:  ‘‘  Excellent  main  supplies  have 
recently  been  provided  for  Woburn  Sands  and  Hanslope.  New  Bradwell 
has  a partial  supply  from  the  L.N.W.  Railway  Company’s  mains,  but  the 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  draw  their  supply  from  wells. 

The  reservoirs  and  main  at  Bow  Brickhill  are  nearly  complete. 
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Great  Brickhill,  Little  Brickhill,  Walton  and  W oughton-on-the- Green 
draw  a continuous  supply,  limited  to  20  gallons  daily  per  head  of  the 
population,  from  the  Bletchley  Urban  District  mains.  This  water  is 
obtained  from  wells  in  the  lower  green  isand  in  the  Brickhills.  This 
water  is  very  good. 

Sherington  has  a partial  supply  of  fair  quality  derived  from  a well  in 
the  highest  part  of  the  village,  and  conducted  to  a small  tank  fitted  with 
a pump.  The  rest  of  the  parish  obtains  water  from  wells,  some  of  which 
are  certainly  polluted.  Trenching  operations  while  laying  the  new 
sewers  in  this  parish  demonstrated  the  presence  of  a large  quantity  of 
subsoil  water.  Even  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  village  continuous  pumping 
was  required  in  the  trenches.  I hope  that  this  water  may  be  conserved 
before  long.  The  village  is  about  to  be  provided  with  a water-carriage 
sewage-disposal  system  without  any  water.  I would  prefer  to  have  the 
water  first. 

Olney  needs  a water  supply  for  domestic  use  and  for  flushing  the  new 
drains  and  sewers,  but  must  wait  for  it,  as  it  seems  likely  that  the 
sewage-disposal  scheme  will  leave  the  parish  very  near  bankruptcy. 
The  inhabitants  are  content  with  a polluted  water  for  domestic  use, 
but  may  learn  the  advantage  of  flushing  cisterns  as  part  of  a .system  of 
water-carriage  sewage-disposal,  comprising  long  lengths  of  drains,  with 
a not  too  generous  fall. 

Stoke  Goldington,  Willen  and  Little  Linford  have  a partial  supply  of 
upland  water  conducted  in  mains,  supplemented  by  wells  of  doubtful 
quality.  After  several  unsuccessful  attempts  the  Lord  of  the  Manor 
has  provided  a sufficient  supply  at  Little  Linford,  pumped  from  a well 
to  stand  pipes. 

Great  LAnford  and  Weston  Underwood  have  supplies  conducted  in 
mains  from  reservoirs  supplied  from  wells  by  wind  motors.  An  auxiliary 
oil  engine  is  fitted  at  Weston  Underwood.  Lathhury  receives  a con- 
tinuous supply  of  excellent  water  from  the  Newport  Pagnell  U.D.  mains. 

In  all  other  parts  of  the  district  water  is  obtained  from  deep  and 
shallow  wells,  many  of  which  are  exposed  to  pollution  by  surface  water, 
leaking  drains  and  sewers. 

Stratford  and  Wolverton. — At  Stony  Stratford  the  water  supply  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  district  council.  The  water,  which  is  drawn  from  the 
lower  strata  of  the  oolitic  formation,  is  naturally  hard,  but  is  otherwise 
of  excellent  quality.  A continuous  supply  is  maintained.  Wolverton  is 
supplied  with  water  by  the  L.N.W.  Railway  Company.  This  supply  is 
derived  from  a deep  well  and  from  borings  near  Old  Bradwell.  The 
water  supply  of  Calverton  is  from  shallow  wells,  which  have  been 
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properly  covered  and  protected  by  the  district  council.  The  water  is 
in  each  case  drawn  by  a pump  and  every  precaution  has  been  taken  to 
prevent  pollution  from  the  surface. 

Wing. — At  Wing  the  water  supply  is  obtained  from  a deep  well  in 
the  green  sand  at  Linslade.  The  pumping  station  is  situated  at  the  foot 
of  the  hills  on  the  AVing  Koad,  Linslade,  near  the  railway  bridge.  The 
water  is  obtained  from  the  green  sand,  a 10-in.  steel  tube  being  driven 
down  to  a depth  of  120  feet  from  the  surface. 

At  Cheddington  the  public  water  supply  is  satisfactory,  the  water 
being  obtained  from  a boring  300-400  feet  deep  on  a hill. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  other  villages  derive  their  supply  from  wells. 

Winslow. — Mr.  Cripps,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  reports;  “ Throughout 
the  district  the  water  is  obtained  principally  from  wells  10  to  40  feet 
deep,  natural  springs  in  good  clean  and  bright  sand  or  gravel,  and  in 
most  cases  under  an  impervious  strata  of  clay ; the  whole  supplies  have 
been  well  maintained  during  the  year. 

“ The  water  generally  is  bright  and  of  temporary  hardness  and  has 
no  action  on  lead. 

“ North  Marston  and  Drayton  Tar  slow  water  contains  traces  of  iron. 

“ Two  wells  at  Whaddon  have  been  cleansed,  and  a cesspool  dispensed 
with  near  the  same  during  the  year. 

“ Two  wells  have  been  cleansed  at  Nash;  one  has  been  provided  with 
a new  covering  and  concrete  round  same,  with  granolithic  cement  con- 
crete to  prevent  surface  pollution.  One  new  well  has  been  sunk,  the 
upper  portion  of  well  above  water  line  has  been  constructed  with  9-inch 
brickwork  in  cement  and  puddled  with  clay  and  carried  well  above  ground 
line,  and  finished  at  top  as  in  the  former  case  with  granolithic  cement ; 
a pump  has  also  been  erected. 

The  village  of  North  Marston  is  supplied  from  a well  on  the  hill, 
known  as  Schorne  Well;  supply  constant.  The  water  is  syphoned  from 
well  to  stand  pipes  in  village.  There  is  one  other  well  (shallow)  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  village  which  is  well  protected  from  surface  pollution. 

“ Little  Norwood. — The  source  of  supply  is  upland  surface  water  and 
reservoir  on  adjoining  hill,  known  as  Shucklow,  daily  yield  about  1,500 
gallons  ; the  reservoir  has  been  cleansed,  the  water  gravitating  through- 
out the  village  with  stand  pipes,  and  rises  to  the  top  of  the  highest 
house.  Four  new  houses  have  had  the  service  laid  on.” 

Wycombe  B.D. — Dr.  J.  Dunbar  Dickson  writes:  “Four  samples  were 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  during  the  year.  One  of  these  taken 
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from  a well  at  Kimble  Wick  was  condemned,  and  the  owner  was  served 
with  a notice  to  provide  a wholesome  supply. 

During  the  month  of  August  there  was  a considerable  shortage  of 
water  on  the  hills,  and  at  Ihstone  and  Downley  arrangements  were  made 
as  in  1911  for  the  cartage  of  supplies  to  these  districts.” 

At  the  village  of  Downley  an  inspection  was  made  of  the  storage 
capacity  of  tanks  attached  to  cottages  in  the  village,  and  as  a result 
68  notices  to  provide  additional  storage  room  were  served.  By  the  end 
of  the  year  30  of  these  had  been  complied  with  and  the  others  are  in 
hand. 


POLLUTION  OF  EIYEES  AND  STEEAMS. 

Eiver  pollution  does  not  appear  to  exist  to  any  serious  extent 
in  Buckinghamsliire.  The  pollution  of  the  Ouse  at  Olney  will 
be  diminished  in  course  of  time  as  a result  of  the  new  sewerage 
scheme,  and  similarly  the  alterations  to  the  Cheshum  sewage 
works  will  do  away  with  pollution  of  the  Chess.  In  other 
respects  there  is  only  one  matter  to  report  for  the  year  1913. 

Dr.  Bull  {Stratford  and  Wolverton  B.D.)  writes:  In  December  last 

a complaint  was  received  from  the  occupier  of  Wolverton  Mill  as  to  a 
deposit  found  on  the  banks  of  the  river  and  the  weir  below  the  Stony 
Stratford  outfall  works.  A sample  of  the  deposit  was  sent  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  Bucks  for  microscopical  examination  and  analysis.  The 
Analyst’s  report  showed  the  deposit  to  be  inoffensive  and  of  vegetable 
origin.  At  the  same  time  a sample  of  the  river  water  taken  just  below 
the  outfall  and  immediately  above  the  weir  was  sent  for  analysis,  and 
the  report  concluded  with  the  following  words : ‘ The  w’ater  is  in  a satis- 
factory condition  and  entirely  free  from  objectionable  or  offensive 
characters.’  ” 

EEEUSE  DISPOSAL  AND  SCAVENGING. 

There  no  alterations  in  the  systems  as  described  in  the 
report  for  1911,  except  for  the  gradual  substitution  of  covered 
receptacles  for  broken-down  boxes  and  pails. 
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The  Food  Supply. 

This  problem,  including*  the  question  of  milk,  meat  and 
bread  supply  as  well  as  the  supervision  of  premises  where  food 
is  prepared  was  fully  dealt  with  in  last  year’s  report. 

During*  the  year  1913  the  following  articles  of  food  were 
seized  and  condemned  or  surrendered  voluntarily. 


District. 

Article. 

Quantity  and  Remarks. 

Aylesbury  

Beef  

In  eightinstancesbeef  affected  with 

tuberculosis  was  surrendered 
voluntarily.  Quantity  3,339  lbs. 

Mutton 

In  one  instance  mutton  was  sur- 

rendered.  Quantity  75  lbs. 

Fish 

One  seizure,  75  lbs. 

Chesham 

Beef  

Four  forequarters  of  beef  sur- 

rendered,  also  one  head  and 
tongue  and  one  liver. 

Slough  

Ox  Lungs  ... 

Surrendered.  Tuberculosis. 

Mutton  ... 

Do. 

Six  breasts,  decomposed. 

Necks  of  Mutton 

Do. 

Decomposed. 

Ox  Liver 

Carcase  and  Organs 

Do. 

Cirrhosis, 

of  a Pig 

Do. 

Tuberculosis. 

Wycombe  

Babbits 

Carcases  and  Organs 

Do. 

13  Decomposed. 

of  Oxen 

2.  Seized. 

Livers  ... 

9 

Lungs  ... 

5 

Forequarters  of  Beef  ... 

2 „ 

Ox  Tongues 

4 

Ox  Heads 

2 

Potatoes 

9 bushels,  Seized. 

Cat  Fish 

10  stones.  Surrendered, 

Coal  Fish 

16  stones. 

Surrendered. 

Kippers 

8 boxes,  and  500.  Surrendered. 

Lungs  ... 

2.  Surrendered.  Tuberculosis, 

Newport  Pagnell  E,D. 

Organs  of  Bullock 

Lungs  and  Diaphragm 

36  lbs. 

of  a Heifer... 

15  lbs.  Inhamed. 

Pieces  of  Beef  and  Pork 

59  lbs.  Surrendered. 

Pieces  of  Meat ... 

70  lbs.  Surrendered. 

Pieces  of  Meat ... 

210  lbs. 

Seized, 

In  this  case  the  owner  was 

Stratford  and 

proceeded  against,  and  fined  £4 
and  costs. 

Wolverton  R.D, 

Fruit 

22  tins  "l 

Fish 

33  tins 

Cabbage 

Pickels 

1 jar 

2 tins 

> Surrendered  on  four 

Sauce  ... 

1 bottle 

occasions, 

Milk 

1 tin 

Baking  Powders 

3 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

SAMPLES  REPORTED  UPON  DURING  THE  YEAR  1913  AS  NOT 

GENUINE. 


The  following  table  shows  the  articles  in  respect  of  which 
the  analysis  showed  prima  facie  evidence  of  adulteration : — 


Articles  submitted 
for  Analysis. 

Total 

No. 

No. 

Adulte- 

rated. 

Milk  

73 

7 

Butter 

10 

• t • 

Bread  

6 

• • t 

Preserved  Cream . 

6 

• • • 

Lard  

6 

... 

Margarine  

18 

. . . 

Cream  Cheese  . . . 

5 

... 

Self-raising  Flour 

12 

• * • 

Coffee  

6 

• • « 

Pork  Pie 

6 

• • • 

Tinned  Salmon  ... 

14 

Tinned  Tongue  ... 
Gregory’s  Powder 

6 

• • • 

6 

• • • 

Syrup  of 

Hypophosphites 

6 

• • • 

Seidlitz  Powders  . 

6 

1 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

6 

• • • 

Tincture  of  Iodine 

6 

• • • 

Informal  Samples, 

Milk  

1 

Margarine  

1 

• • • 

Total  . . . 

200 

8 

Nature  and  Extent 
Adulteration. 


of 


Observations, 


10%  of  added  water  ... 
10%  of  added  water  and 
deficient  in  fat  25% 
18%  added  water 
12% 

9% 

15%  deficient  in  fat 


' 7 contained  Boric 
Acid  — between 
. 0-31%  and  0-45%. 


S Contained  Boric  Acid 
} -0  26%  to  0-39%. 

I All  contained  Boric 
Acid  — 0T1%  to 
( 0‘41% . one  informal 

The  quantity  of  Sul- 
\ phate  of  Lime  was 
j quite  small  in  every 
I case. 

( 2 contained  Boric  Acid 
\ —0-33%  to  0-47%. 


Contained  less  than  the 
requisite  amount  of 
Tartaric  Acid,  viz : 
) 7gr8.,  2grs.,  3 grs  , 

and  9 grs.  shortage 
in  four  white  packets 
\ severally. 
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Sanitary  Inspection. 

The  accompanying  table  shows  at  a glance  the  various 
activities  of  the  sanitary  inspectors  throughout  the  County. 
The  table  is  by  no  means  a complete  record  but  it  gives  a 
clear  idea  as  to  the  large  amount  of  work  undertaken  during 
the  year.  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  wide  interpretation 
which  sanitary  inspectors  now  place  on  their  duties.  During 
the  year  several  inspectors  have  identified  themselves  very 
closely  with  the  problem  of  the  meat  and  milk  supplies,  while 
during  the  same  period  the  Bucks  branch  of  the  Sanitary  In- 
spectors’ Association  discussed  among  other  subjects : — 

(1)  “ Sanitary  work  and  administration  in  an  Urban  District.” 

(2)  “ Water  sampling  and  analyisis,”  with  demonstrations. 

(3)  “ The  Housing  Problem,  its  effects  in  Urban  and  Rural 

Districts,  and  the  necessity  for  Housing  Reform.” 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  sanitary  inspectors  in 
the  County  for  the  year  1914. 


Urban  Districts  : — 

Aylesbury  

Beaconsfield  

Bletchley  

Buckingham 

Chesham  

Eton  

Linslade  

Marlow  

Newport  Pagnell 

Slough  

High  Wycombe 


Mr.  A.  Lee. 

Mr.  H.  Sargeant. 

Mr.  J.  Chadwick. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Chapman. 
Mr.  H.  Stacey. 

Mr.  G.  Smith. 

Mr.  M.  G.  Gurney. 
Mr.  T.  N.  W.  Watts. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Branford. 

• 

Mr.  J.  H.  Glover. 

Mr.  L.  Chadwick. 
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Rural  Districts: — 

Amersliam  

Aylesbury  

Buckingbam  

Eton  

Hambleden  

Long  Crendon  

Newport  Pagnell  

Stratford  and  Wolverton 

Wing  

Winslow  

Wycombe  


Mr.  A.  B.  Crowburst. 

Mr.  R.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  E.  E.  Oakes. 

r Mr.  R.  Hallam. 

\ Mr.  R.  A.  Wilson. 

Mr.  Alan  Deane. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Webb. 

r Mr.  J.  C.  Nicbolls. 
iMr.  W.  J.  Bndds. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Abbott. 

Mr.  M.  G.  Gurney. 

Mr.  H.  Cripps. 

I Mr.  R.  H.  Herring. 

I Mr.  E.  J.  J.  Chapman. 


Messrs.  Cooper,  Keen,  Wise,  and  Simcox  bave  resigned  tbeir 
appointments  from  Slougb  Urban,  Hambleden,  Winslow,  and 
Wycombe  Rural  Districts,  respectively. 

Messrs.  A.  Lee  and  H.  Stacey  bave  been  awarded  tbe  Meat 
Inspector’s  Certificate  as  a result  of  written  and  oral 
examination. 
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Midwives  Act,  1902. 

Miss  Mackenzie,  inspector  of  midwives,  has  submitted  the 
following  report  to  the  Midwives  Sub-Committee : — 

Number  of  Midwives : — 

Registered  during  the  year  107 

Actually  practising 78 

Removed  from  Roll  1 

Reported  to  Central  Midwives 
Board  5 

Suspended  from  practice  4 


Visits  by  Inspector 307 


The  number  of  midwives  actually  practising  is  78;  39  are 
paid  by  Associations  and  do  general  nursing,  and  39  take  their 
own  fees  and  work  independently.  5 midwives  are  registered 
but  do  not  practice  alone ; 4 midwives  were  registered  for 
holiday  duty ; 5 changes  were  made  by  Associations  ; 1 mid- 

wife died ; 1 midwife  was  removed  from  the  roll ; 4 midwives 
left  the  County. 

The  number  of  cases  attended  by  midwives  during  the  year 
was  1,619,  at  343  of  these  the  midwife  acted  as  monthly  nurse 
with  the  doctor.  There  were  41  still-births,  the  percentage 
of  which  (2.6)  is  very  unsatisfactory.  On  investigation  many 
of  the  still-births  are  found  to  be  due  to  premature  birth. 

The  Midwife  struck  off  the  roll  by  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  failed  to  call  in  medical  help  for  a baby  who  had 
ophthalmia.  Her  record  was  also  unsatisfactory. 

Suspensions. — Three  midwives  were  suspended  for  having 
puerperal  fever  in  their  practices.  One  midwife  acted  as  a 
monthly  nurse  in  a case  of  puerperal  fever.  All  suspensions 
were  reported  to  the  Central  Midwives  Board  in  accordance 
with  their  rules. 

Deaths  of  Mothers. — One  from  puerperal  fever  and  one  from 
syncope. 


Number  of: — 

Cases  attended  by  mid  wives  alone  1,276 
Cases  attended  by  Midwife  with 


Doctor  343 

Notices  of  sending  for  medical 

help  144 

Still-Births  41 

Notifications  of  Puerperal  Fever  4 

Notifications  of  Ophthalmia  Neo- 
natorum   5 

Deaths  of  Mothers 2 

Deaths  of  Infants  before  Doctor’s 

arrival  11 

Inquests  1 
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Deaths  of  Infants  during  puerperium. — The  number  is  un- 
satisfactory (11).  On  investigation  it  was  found  they  were 
either  from  premature  birth  or  congenital  debility.  The 
midwife  in  each  case  carried  out  the  rules.  One  inquest  was 
held. 

The  vexed  question  of  fees  to  medical  men  called  in  by 
midwives  is  still  unsatisfactory.  Since  the  Maternity  Benefit 
has  been  granted  things  have  been  better ; the  midwife,  with 
few  exceptions  now  receives  her  fee. 

The  midwife  has  always  been,  and  still  is,  very  inadequately 
paid,  which  may  account  for  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  good 
women  for  training.  The  question  of  the  shortage  of  midwives 
is  still  very  serious,  especially  in  the  north  of  the  County  and 
in  the  Long  Crendon  area. 

Midwifery  Scholarships. — Two  midwives  who  had  finished 
their  two  years  left — one  to  be  married  nad  the  other  for 
private  nursing.  The  others  are  doing  excellent  work  in  the 
County.  Two  Scholarships  granted  by  the  Higher  Education 
Committee  were  awarded  to  two  candidates  who  are  to  be 
salaried  by  the  Associations. — One  to  a married  woman  who 
intends  to  practice  in  a neighbourhood  where  a midwife  is 
required. 
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Schools  and  Public  Health. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  as  School  Medical 
Officer  with  the  duty  of  organising  and  supervising  the  work 
of  medical  inspection  of  schools.  This  step  has  facilitated 
working  arrangements  with  local  medical  officers  of  health, 
and  the  necessary  co-operation  for  the  control  of  infectious 
disease  at  school  is  secured  under  the  system  which  was  out- 
lined in  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report  for  1909 
(pp.  98-100). 

V 

For  carrying  out  the  inspection  of  school  children  under 
the  Education  (Administrative  Provisions)  Act,  1907,  the 
Education  Committee  employs  the  services  of  one  whole-time 
assistant  for  the  central  area  and  of  eleven  local  medical 
officers  of  health  for  the  outlying  districts  in  the  north  and 
south  of  the  County,  all  of  whom  act  under  the  guidance  and 
direction  of  the  County  Medical  Officer.  In  the  borough  of 
Wycombe,  which  is  a separate  Education  Authority,  Dr. 
Leslie  Reynolds  has  been  appointed  to  act  as  School  Medical 
Officer,  on  the  resigmation  of  Dr.  Bannerman. 

During  the  year  the  County  Education  Committee  decided 
to  give  finality  to  their  efforts  by  arranging  a scheme  of 
remedial  treatment ; and  at  the  present  time  10  ophthalmic 
and  12  dental  treatment  centres  have  been  established.  Ar- 
rangements have  also  been  made  for  dealing  with  a few  cases 
of  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  by  operation,  and  for  treating 
a limited  number  of  chronic  cases  of  ringworm  bv  the  x-ravs. 

The  majority  of  local  Medical  Officers  make  some  reference 
in  their  annual  reports  to  the  sanitary  state  of  school  premises 
as  well  as  to  certain  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  that  have 
occurred  in  their  districts  during  the  year,  but  as  these 
matters  are  dealt  with  in  detail  in  the  School  Medical  Officer’s 
Annual  Report  to  the  Education  Committee  and  elsewhere,  it 
is  unnecessary  to  append  any  summary  hereto. 

A.  H.  HOGARTH, 

County  Medical  Officer. 

August,  1914. 


CHIEF  STATISTICS  of  Urban  and  Rural  Districts, 


POPULATION. 

Acreage 

Inhabited 

Houses, 

1911. 

Population 

BIRTH  I 

district. 

B.v 

Estimate 

1913. 

By 

Census, 

1901. 

By 

Census, 

1911. 

uncovered 

by 

Water. 

l>er 

House, 

1911. 

1911. 

1912.  1 

Urban — Summary. 

82,734 

69,157 

79,967 

27,158 

18.600 

4-3 

21-9 

20-1 

L Aylesbury 

11,509 

9,243 

11,048 

3,301 

2,740 

40 

200 

19-7 

2.  Beaconsfield  

2,791 

1,570 

2,511 

4.395 

633 

3-9 

28-6 

26-8 

3.  Bletchley  

6,252 

4,799 

6,166 

3,714 

1,239 

4-2 

22-1 

20-4 

4.  Buckingham - 

3,312 

3,152 

3,282 

4,773 

792 

41 

19-1 

17-5 

5.  Chesham  

8,437 

7,245 

8,204 

1,386 

1.901 

43 

19-7 

19-6 

6.  Eton  

3,168 

3,301 

3,192 

254 

519 

61 

6-6 

103 

7.  Linslade 

2,286 

2,167 

2.262 

1,693 

560 

4-0 

19-8 

154 

8.  Marlow  

4,720 

4,526 

4,683 

940 

1,124 

41 

23-4 

20-0 

9.  Newport  Pagnell  

4,288 

4,028 

4,239 

3,432 

1.052 

4U 

18-8 

21-1 

10.  Slough  

15,912 

11,453 

14,985 

1.636 

3,490 

4-2 

24-7 

19-5 

11_  Wycombe  

21,059 

17,683 

20,387 

1,734 

4,550 

4-6 

24-4 

22-7 

Rural — Summary. 

142.671 

127,889 

139.596 

448,924 

33.217 

4-2 

20-1 

18-7 

1,  Amersham 

19,822 

13,800 

18,514 

45,863 

4,192 

4-0 

19-'J 

19-6 

2.  Aylesbury 

16,119 

15,622 

16,023 

72.123 

3,872 

4-1 

19-3 

18-3 

3.  Buckingham 

8,367 

8,124 

8,322 

54.696 

2,084 

3-9 

22-1 

187 

24,282 

20,038 

23,435 

41,006 

6,224 

4-6 

22-4 

19-6 

1,940 

4,200 

2,139 

1,975 

11,253 

480 

4-1 

20-3 

18-9 

6.  Long  Crendon  •• 

4.388 

4,235 

21.176 

1,043 

4-0 

19-3 

16  3 

7.  Newport  Pagnell  

18,983 

19.173 

19024 

66,846 

4,656 

4-08 

20-6 

17-7 

8.  Stratford  and  Wolyerton  .. 

10,982 

8,387 

10,427 

4,459 

2,518 

4-1 

16*9 

16-5 

9.  Wing 

6,048 

6,274 

6,089 

27,769 

1,600 

4-0 

19-6 

17-7 

6,986 

7,034 

6,995 

33,650 

1,766 

3-9 

16-0 

I 17-1 

11.  Wycombe  

24,942 

22,910 

24.657 

69,864 

6,682 

41 

20-6 

1 19-9 

20 


21 

23 

19 

18 

19' 

10-7 

20-1 

22-2 

166 

22*2 


COERKTED  DEATH  RATE. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

DEATH 

lTE  pbou  P 

Average 

1901-1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

Average 

1901-1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

Average 

for 

7 years 
1904-1910. 

1912. 

1913. 

11-0 

10-8 

10-0 

94 

84 

78 

•8 

0-V 

24-6 

10-9 

10-4 

11-4 

13-4 

120 

104 

73 

98 

•7 

-9 

29-7 

101 

11-8 

10-4 

13-6 

84 

84 

54 

99 

-7 

•4 

22-5 

9-9 

11-4 

8-3 

9-4 

68 

37 

38 

66 

-2  1 

-2 

24-2 

6-7 

8-8 

9 2 

13-7 

31 

17 

67 

83 

-1 

17 

24-3 

12-0 

11-8 

10-6 

11-5 

74 

104 

56 

89 

1-2 

-9 

10-9 

12-1 

10-9 

13.0 

6-8 

0 

33 

117 

80 

-3 

•6 

20-5 

12-2 

9-8 

10-3 

12-6 

177 

86 

109 

81 

•4 

26-1 

16-6 

9*8 

111 

14-6 

172 

118 

124 

108 

•6 

•4 

226 

7-5 

10-2 

10-0 

10-7 

H2 

33 

85 

63 

•2 

1-4 

26-3 

10-1 

10-5 

10-7 

11-3 

67 

99 

76 

87 

•e 

•6 

28-1 

132 

10-8 

10-2 

12-9 

110 

85 

87 

103 

•8 

•9 

112 

10-7 

9-5 

83 

73 

60 

■6 

-57 

24-9  . 

10*4 

8'7 

9-0 

13-4 

62 

56 

64 

69 

-6 

-5 

23-0 

95 

10-8 

9-0 

144 

80 

85 

64 

86 

10 

•5 

23-2 

9-0 

9-0 

9'4 

13-9 

38 

58 

82 

77 

•7 

•8 

24  1 

11-4 

11-7 

9-5 

U-6 

106 

79 

66 

80 

■5 

•5 

21'6 

12-8 

14-8 

9-2 

11-0 

50 

1 108 

30 

99 

1-0 

■5 

22-3 

128 

15-6 

7-8 

13-3 

121 

29 

57 

80 

1-4 

-2 

23-2 

11-8 

115 

8-8 

11-8 

107 

94 

65 

76 

•8 

•5 

23’6 

8-3 

11-0 

91 

12-1 

79 

67 

32 

73 

•6 

-7 

21-6 

106 

10-3 

9-9 

10-5 

75 

65 

94 

78 

-7 

•7 

19-9 

11-6 

10-4 

9-3 

13-6 

100 

42 

153 

70 

•6 

■9 

22-1 

10-2 

10-4 

109 

11-0 

70 

77 

58 

77 

-6 

•6 

DISTRICT. 


Urbai\— Summary. 


1.  Aylesbury 

2.  Beaconsfield  

3.  BletcLley  

4.  Buckingham 

5.  Chej'ham  

6.  Eton  

7.  Linslad© 

8.  Marlow  

9.  Newport  Pegnell  . 

10.  Slough  

11.  Wycombe  


Rural— Summary. 


1.  Amersliom 

2.  Aylesbury 

3.  Buckingham 

4.  Eton  

5.  Hambleden  

6.  Long  Crendon  

7.  Newport Pagnell 

8.  Stratford  and  Wolverton 

9.  Wing 

10.  Winslow  

11.  Wycombe  
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